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CAUCASUS HERITAGE WATCH

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

In a year-long forensic investigation, Caucasus 
Heritage Watch (CHW) used high-resolution 
satellite imagery and other visual sources 
to document changes to the condition of 
Azerbaijani cultural heritage in territories 
controlled by an ethnic Armenian separatist 
government after the First Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (1991-1994). For nearly three decades, 
the unrecognized Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh (NKR) administered a territory that 
roughly included the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Oblast of Soviet Azerbaijan, 
as well as the seven surrounding regions of 
Aghdam, Fuzuli, Jebrayil, Zangelan, Qubatly, 
Lachin and Kalbajar (Map 1). After decades of 
unsuccessful negotiations, regular skirmishes, 
and a 4-day war in 2016, Azerbaijan regained 
control of the seven territories and the historic 
city of Shusha (Arm. Shushi) in a bloody 44-
day war in 2020. This report concerns the 
treatment of Azerbaijani cultural heritage in 
the unsettled decades between the First and 
Second Nagorno-Karabakh Wars.    

To summarize our main finding, CHW’s 
research reveals that the treatment of 
mosques, mausolea, and historic cemeteries 
under Armenian control varied widely and 
changed over time, reflecting the complexities 
of the disputed region’s shifting political, 
geopolitical, and economic realities. Of the 109 
cultural heritage sites we were able to assess 
for this investigation, 42 (38%) remained 
structurally unchanged since the late Soviet 
period, 9 (8%) sustained minor structural 
damage, 39 (36%) sustained major structural 
damage, 16 (15%) were destroyed, 2 (2%) 
were renovated, and 1 (1%) was restored. 
The adverse impacts on Azerbaijani cultural 
heritage were significant; the total of heavily 
damaged (n=31) and destroyed (n=16) sites 
represents a majority of our dataset (51%). 
Armenian authorities of NKR failed to prevent 
both widespread looting and several instances 
of targeted destruction. At the same time, the 
forensic evidence we present below shows no 

attempt to systematically erase the material 
traces of Azerbaijani history and cultural life in 
the troubled lands that Armenians controlled 
from 1994-2020. This report is thus an effort 
to clearly define what has been lost and what 
remains.     
 
Although most of the damage and destruction 
to cultural heritage documented in this report 
occurred many years ago, and Azerbaijan 
has since regained control over most of the 
territories under examination, a full account of 
the fate of Azerbaijani cultural heritage while 
under the administration of de facto Armenian 
authorities is important. A politicized discourse 
of heritage and its abuses pervades the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Exaggerated 
reports and unsupported claims of heritage 
destruction not only inflame the conflict, but 
they have so obscured the facts on the ground 
that it is almost impossible to come by an 
objective accounting of impacts to cultural 
heritage. Azerbaijani officials have claimed 
the near total destruction of mosques in the 
region. The official factoid, frequently recited 
by President Ilham Aliyev, holds that 65 out of 
67 mosques were destroyed. Our investigation 
shows that this is false. Dismissive Armenian 
rejoinders (most recently voiced by Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan) have placed the 
blame for all abuses to religious monuments 
in Nagorno-Karabakh on bygone Soviet 
authorities. This is also incorrect. 

CHW’s Special Report #2 provides the first 
systematic, fully transparent assessment 
of the condition of Azerbaijani mosques, 
mausolea, and historic cemeteries that were 
still extant at the end of the Soviet period 
using satellite imagery and other visual 
evidence. We undertook this investigation in 
order to establish an empirically verifiable 
record of what did and what did not happen – 
one that can cut through the veritable “flood 
of obfuscating messages” (Weizman 2017, 
128) permeating this conflict. This research 
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provides Azerbaijanis and Armenians, as well 
as all outside observers, with painstakingly 
detailed evidence that can support deeper 
understanding and honest reckoning. This 
study also advances CHW’s larger goal to 
remove cultural heritage from the crosshairs 
of conflict; it is only with full and accurate 
information, informed publics, and dialogue 
that Karabakh’s diminished, endangered, 
and centuries-old Azerbaijani and Armenian 
cultural heritage can be spared new abuses 
and manipulation in the culture war between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

This study concerns the treatment of cultural 
heritage in the period between two wars, 
amidst decades shaped by sustained violence, 
profound loss, forced displacement, and 
abandonment. The First Nagorno-Karabakh 
war was an ethnic territorial conflict that arose 
out of the collapse of the U.S.S.R. In February 
1988, the parliament of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) voted to unite the 
enclave with Armenia, and in a referendum 
that month, the majority Armenian population 
of NKAO voted in favor of independence 
from Azerbaijan. Pogroms of Armenians in 
Sumgait (February 1988), Kirovabad (Ganja) 
(November 1988), and Baku (January 1990), 
and of Azerbaijanis in Gugark (March 1988) 
sparked a cascade of violence, leading to full-
scale war in which the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh were supported by the newly 
independent Republic of Armenia. Waves of 
ethnic cleansing ensued. Although figures are 
disputed, an estimated 1.2 million people were 
displaced between 1988 and 1994 (Broers 
2021, 122). This estimate includes the roughly 
360,000 Armenians who fled regions of the 
Azerbaijan SSR outside Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the roughly 205,000 Azerbaijanis who 
fled the Armenian SSR between 1987 and 
1990 (ibid). But of immediate relevance to 
our investigation is the estimated 520,000-
550,000 Azerbaijanis displaced from cities, 
towns, and villages in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh between 1991 and 1994 (ibid, 123). 
It is this forced exodus and the attendant 
takeover of the abandoned landscapes by 
the unrecognized NKR that left numerous 
historic mosques, mausolea, and cemeteries 

vulnerable to harm. Amidst the tragic human 
toll of the conflict, cultural heritage, the 
region’s repository of memory, history, and 
meaning has also suffered. 

Our analysis reveals several key findings that 
are elaborated in the pages that follow. First, a 
plurality of Azerbaijani heritage sites remained 
unchanged from the late Soviet period to the 
2020 war, demonstrating that neither the de 
facto authorities nor the general population 
sought to systematically eliminate the physical 
testimony of Azerbaijani cultural life in and 
around Nagorno-Karabakh.  

Second, a great many sites sustained some 
form of damage (44% including both major 
and minor damage). Major damage consisted 
mainly of large-scale looting, which took place 
predominantly in the decade immediately after 
the 1994 ceasefire, judging by the satellite 
evidence. Opportunistic stripping of cultural 
heritage sites occurred in the context of weak 
legal, political, and economic institutions 
that also allowed for the well-documented 
ruination of towns and cities once inhabited 
by Azerbaijanis displaced by the first war. 
As we discuss below, this decade of looting 
must also be considered in the context of 
post-Soviet economic collapse, which led 
to enormous flows of metal onto the scrap 
metal market driven both by the personal 
enrichment practices of the privileged and the 
subsistence practices of the poor. Be that as it 
may, de facto Armenian authorities of NKR did 
not safeguard abandoned heritage properties 
from looters who, in most cases, damaged 
monuments in the course of a wider search for 
fungible economic resources.

Third, our findings show that while the rate 
of outright destruction was low (n=16, or 
15%), the deliberate targeting of mosques 
and mausolea increased over time, with most 
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Of the 109 cultural heritage sites we were able to assess 
for this investigation, 42 (38%) remained structurally 
unchanged since the late Soviet period, 9 (8%) sustained 
minor structural damage, 39 (36%) sustained major 
structural damage, 16 (15%) were destroyed, 2 (2%) 
were renovated, and 1 (1%) was restored.

https://archive.fo/opxZ7
https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/politics/3667656.html
https://asbarez.com/pashinyan-aliyev-spar-during-munich-panel-discussion/
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destruction episodes occurring 
after 2011. Although scattered 
widely, we identified three locations 
where destruction episodes 
were concentrated: in Shusha, in 
Papravend along the Aghdere/
Martakert highway, and in the 
large Garaaghach cemetery, west 
of Aghdam. These three locales 
represent 71% of the discrete 
destruction events. CHW is unable 
to identify the agents or proximal 
causes of the destruction. But most 
took place at a time when Armenian 
perceptions of the seven territories 
had changed. Immediately after the 
first war, the seven territories were 
widely understood as a bargaining 
chip in negotiations over the final 
status of Nagorno-Karabakh. But 
early in the new millennium, this 
pragmatism had given way to a new 
geopolitical culture that dissolved 
the distinction between Nagorno-
Karabakh and the surrounding 
territories. This shift may in part 
account for the increase in the rate 
of destruction after 2011, perhaps 
an effort by certain individuals or 
groups to purge the landscape of the 
material traces of Azerbaijani cultural 
life.

Although destroyed monuments 
cluster in the Aghdam and Shusha 
regions, there is no correlation 
between the proximity of heritage 
sites to places of Armenian 
settlement and the incidence of 
destruction. Moreover, there is 
a negative correlation between 
proximity to places of Armenian 
settlement and the intensity of 
damage. Our assessment of the 
relative condition of heritage sites 
compared to the surrounding 
residential and civic properties that 
Azerbaijanis were forced to abandon 
reveals that in most cases heritage 
sites were either less severely 
impacted than their surroundings or 
suffered the same impacts. Heritage 
sites suffered more severe treatment 

than surrounding buildings in only a 
minority of cases.

The Methodology section of this 
report details how we geolocated 116 
of the 146 sites in our database using 
a wide range of photographs, videos, 
scholarly publications, topographic 
maps, and satellite imagery. We 
also describe our methods for 
determining the condition of cultural 
properties and define our seven 
condition assessments: unchanged, 
major damage, minor damage, 
destroyed, renovated, restored, and 
indeterminate. Our assessments 
rely heavily on declassified high-
resolution American satellite imagery 
from the 1980s, namely the KH-9 
Hexagon platform, which provides 
a ‘baseline’ for the condition of 
sites in the late Soviet period. It is 
important to emphasize that our 
evaluations refer to the structural 
condition of heritage sites, which 
can be determined from satellite 
images and the other image sources 
available to us. Certain forms of 
damage, such as vandalism of 
surfaces, bullet holes, decay, and 
erosion are beyond the scope of 
this investigation as they require in-
person inspection. 

It is also important to note that this 
analysis does not undertake an 
examination of the wider landscape 
of cities and towns in the region that 
have been devastated by decades 
of conflict, animosity, and extractive 
economic practices. Our research 
mission focuses squarely on cultural 
heritage – public sites of collective 
history and memory – and does not 
undertake assessments of impacts 
on residential, administrative, 
or commercial buildings. Our 
primary concern is to understand 
what happened to Azerbaijani 
heritage between 1994 and 2020. 
Azerbaijan’s official list of heritage 
sites (supplement No. 1 to decision 
No. 132 of the Cabinet of Ministers of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan dating to August 2, 2001) provided the 
primary source for developing our dataset.

The threats to 
Azerbaijani cultural 
heritage after the 
First Nagorno-
Karabakh War 
represent not an 
isolated instance, but a permutation of a broader phenomenon 
of heritage endangerment in the aftermath of ethnic conflict. 
In this report, we compare in broad brushstrokes the fate of 
Azerbaijani cultural heritage from 1994-2020 with two other 
cases of large scale population displacement, namely, the 1948 
Arab-Israeli War and the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus. This 
comparison offers instructive analogies and contrasts that 
can advance our understanding of how war and displacement 
affect cultural heritage. The most notable difference among the 
three cases under examination is the relatively limited reuse, 
renovation, or restoration of Azerbaijani heritage structures by the 
Armenian population of NKR. The most salient factor to explain 
this difference is the degree to which the victors in each of these 
armed conflicts sought to consolidate a new state through settler 
colonialism and the appropriation of properties and landscapes. 
Unlike in the cases in Cyprus and Palestine, over the course of 
three decades Armenians did not settle in large numbers in 
the seven territories surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh. In that 
sense, limited Armenian settlement and the attendant lack of 
development inadvertently protected Azerbaijani heritage from 
more severe impacts.

After two wars, it is significant that most of the mosques and 
mausolea in and around Nagorno-Karabakh are sufficiently intact 
to allow for restoration, raising broader questions about the future 
of the region’s cultural heritage writ large. Even as the threat has 
receded from Azerbaijani heritage (as of this writing, only two 
monuments remain under the control of the de facto authorities 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, the Malibeyli Mosque and Khojaly 
Mausoleum), scores of Armenian churches, monasteries, and 
historic cemeteries in territories now under Azerbaijani jurisdiction 
face threats of appropriation, damage, and destruction. CHW 
continues to closely monitor Armenian medieval and early modern 
heritage currently at risk in Azerbaijan, maintaining our interactive 
dashboard and releasing regular reports. In the summer of 2022, 
we documented the destruction of an 18th-19th century Armenian 
church in the village of Susanliq/Mokhrenes. There is considerable 
danger that the next decade in Azerbaijani-controlled Karabakh 
will witness the juxtaposition of Azerbaijani heritage restoration 
with Armenian heritage destruction. Such an unraveling of the 
region’s cultural landscape would only make the heritage politics 
of the region worse, further jeopardizing the fragile remains of the 
region’s past.

After two wars, it is significant that most of the mosques 
and mausolea in and around Nagorno-Karabakh 
are sufficiently intact to allow for restoration, raising 
broader questions about the future of the region’s 
cultural heritage writ large.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c558cf77f264e9eb216082018ff5fa5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/07bb5c5b6bdf4c3998274915fdf4fc81
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/07bb5c5b6bdf4c3998274915fdf4fc81
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=696
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=696
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=866
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Map 1. Nagorno-Karabakh
with Azerbaijan's Administrative Districts  and 

area under the control of the unrecognized 
NKR as of March 2023 

©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

In addition to the comprehensive inventory 
provided in this report, we have produced 
an online environment that presents 
the visual evidence for each site in an 
interactive StoryMap format. Like the 
comprehensive site inventory presented in 
this document, the interactive StoryMaps 
provide information about geolocation, 
photographs, maps, architectural 
description (in some cases), and a side-
by-side comparison of satellite imagery 
to support our condition assessments. 
Readers who wish to examine all the 
supporting evidence are advised to focus 
on the interactive website or read the PDF 
of the report online so that the links to 
supporting (non-satellite) visual materials 
are accessible.

This report and supporting StoryMaps 
follow on CHW’s Special Report #1 on the 
‘silent erasure’ of Armenian cultural heritage 
in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic 
of Azerbaijan. That study documented a 
policy of state-sponsored cultural erasure, 
resulting in the destruction of almost the 
entire repertoire of Armenian cultural 
heritage sites in that region. In this study, 
we document a complex pattern of heritage 
impacts that led to some destruction and 
much damage, but also left a plurality of 
Azerbaijani cultural heritage unchanged 
since the late Soviet period. The two cases 
are thus incommensurable in scope and 
organization. It is our hope that these two 
investigations will be read and considered 
together as chapters in an account of 
heritage caught up in a prolonged ethnic 
conflict. By presenting an empirical, 
objective account of heritage impacted by 
war, our goal is to ground debate in facts 
rather than propaganda and to contribute 
to the truth that must precede any long-
term hope of reconciliation.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e1c69b7dd46f4c839dffc0fab9248368
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e1c69b7dd46f4c839dffc0fab9248368
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/48703f664f2f467b8f4f42008d8c75da
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CAUCASUS HERITAGE WATCH

WHO WE 
ARE

Caucasus Heritage Watch was founded in 2020 to monitor and document endangered and 
damaged cultural heritage using high-resolution satellite imagery. We strive to reveal visual 
evidence regarding past and present cultural erasure using the latest technologies of earth 
observation. Our purpose is to encourage accountability, inform public policy, support truth and 
reconciliation, and remove cultural heritage from the front lines of regional conflicts.
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•	 Truth-telling:  Investigating and monitoring 
past and future damage to cultural 
heritage can contribute to the work of 
truth and reconciliation. In contexts of war 
and genocide, cultural aerospace can bear 
witness to the condition of cultural heritage 
sites. These facts provide proof to counter 
state denialism, falsification, and other 
abuses that place heritage sites at the 
center of political conflict. Social repair can 
only happen when societies come to terms 
with troubled pasts and difficult truths.

•	 Deterrence: There are few instruments 
for deterring the destruction of cultural 
heritage within a state’s sovereign 
borders. Satellite-based monitoring has 
the potential to discourage or restrain 
state actors from intentional erasure both 
through the act of bearing witness, and 
through the dissemination of authoritative 
research to relevant national and 
international agencies and the public.

•	 Accountability: In contexts of conflict and 
genocide, abuses to cultural heritage are 
often clandestine, making it difficult to 
hold actors accountable. Satellite-based 
monitoring that reveals the destruction 
of cultural heritage can provide a forensic 
resource so that the public can hold 
responsible parties accountable for harms, 
including their own leaders.  

•	 Innovation: Caucasus Heritage Watch 
works to develop new techniques in 
the use of geospatial technologies for 
sustained, large-scale monitoring of 
cultural heritage at risk. As researchers, 
we seek to innovate new and transferrable 
methodologies that can amplify our 
practical impact and disseminate 
workflows that can empower partners in 
the region and assist researchers in other 
parts of the world.

We are deeply grateful to the organizations 
that have provided financial and logistical 
support for this special report. 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

Charts 1-5 summarize the overall 
findings that are presented in 
exacting detail in the Site Inventory 
of this report and in the online 
StoryMaps. As Chart 1 shows, for 
this investigation we examined 
the records for 146 mosques, 
mausolea, and historic cemeteries. 
One of the challenges of this 
research was simply locating the 
monuments on the landscape, 
which we were able to do in the 
case of 116 sites (see Methodology-
Geolocation). We have included in 
this report a Directory of Unlocated 
Sites in the hope that stakeholders 
with access to the region might 
provide new information that 
would allow us to update these 
findings.

After geolocating 116 heritage 
sites, we used high-resolution 
satellite imagery, photographs, 
videos, topographic maps, and 
scholarly publications to assess 
their condition. As Chart 2 shows, 
of the 109 sites whose condition 
CHW was able to assess, 42 (or 
38%) remained unchanged from 
the late Soviet period through 
2020, 39 (36%) suffered major 
damage, 16 (15%) were destroyed, 
9 (8%) suffered minor damage, 2 

Chart 1. Site types by geolocation status ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.
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Like any material legacy of a descendant community, Azerbaijani heritage tells the story 
of the long-term formation of the present nation, a history that reaches at least as far 
back as the 11th century. It was during this time that the formation of the Seljuk empire 
drew eastern Caucasia into an expansive polity where Persian served as a lingua franca 
for a dynasty genealogically tied to the Oghuz Turks of Eurasia (Altstadt 1992). The 
collapse of the Ilkhanate during the early 14th century and the subsequent incursions 
of Turkoman tribal confederations into Caucasia extended Persianate influence in 
the region, culminating in the founding of the Safavid dynasty and the conversion 
of the peoples of Azerbaijan to Shi’a Islam (Golden 1996). The Russian conquest of 
eastern Caucasia during the early 19th century added to the cultural diversity of the 
region and its heritage-scape. Amongst the minority communities of the region were 
Kurds, Lezgins, Avars, Georgians, Jews, and Armenians. But the largest component 
demographically were the descendants of the Turkoman tribes (Shaffer 2002). The 
Russian abolishment of the local khanates that had ruled eastern Caucasia since the 
end of the Safavids, along with repression of the clerics and economic integration 
of the region, created conditions for new forms of national solidarity amongst 
Azerbaijani Turks (Swietochowski 1985). Like most forms of 19th and early 20th century 
nationalism, the consolidation of the long-standing Turkic communities of Azerbaijan 
into “Azerbaijani Turks” also required the precipitation of a national heritage out of the 
complex inheritance of Turkish, Persian, and Arabic cultural influences. 

As Lawrence Broers (2019, 55) notes, Azerbaijani national identity in the 20th century 
was powerfully shaped by the borders created upon the formation of the Azerbaijan 
Soviet Socialist Republic (AzSSR) after incorporation by the USSR in 1922. The boundary 
created by the Aras River created “a truncated, ruptured and ethnically stratified version 
of the Azerbaijani Turk tradition.” The reformation of Azerbaijani Turks into Azerbaijanis 
in 1937 following the dissolution of the Transcaucasian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic 
and the formal delineation of the AzSSR led to a new form of “proto-Azerbaijanism” 
(Broers 2019, 57) that muted ties to the wider Irano-Persian sphere and instead sought 
out new theories of local autochthony, including a tendentious theory of Azerbaijani 
emergence out of the Late Antique kingdom of Albania that is widely discredited 
outside of Azerbaijan. The polemics of proto-Azerbaijanism do not attenuate Azerbaijani 
connections to a material and historical legacy that reaches back centuries. 

AZERBAIJANI HERITAGE
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Chart 2. Condition assessments for all sites
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Chart 3. Condition assessments for mosques
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Chart 4. Condition assessments for mausolea
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

(2%) were renovated, and 1 (1%) was restored. A list 
of all the heritage sites within each of these condition 
categories can be found in the Site Directory and Map 
2 below of their location. Charts 3-5 and Maps 3-5 
provide a breakdown of our findings for each type of site 
(mosque, mausoleum, cemetery). 

What is immediately evident from these basic statistics 
is that the fate of Azerbaijani heritage under Armenian 
control was highly variable, showing no evidence of a 
singular governmental policy. As visible in Chart 2, a 
plurality of sites remained unchanged from the late 
Soviet period to the 2020 war and the rate of outright 

Chart 5. Condition assessments for cemeteries
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

destruction was low (15%). But a great many sites sustained some form of damage (44% 
including both major and minor damage), and the total of heavily damaged (n=31) and 
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Maps 2 through 5 (next page) and Table 1 present CHW’s condition assessments of 
Azerbaijani heritage sites by region. Major damage or destruction took place in all regions 
except Khojaly, where the single mausoleum in our database remained unchanged. In 
most regions, our findings show that the treatment of monuments ranged widely to 
include destroyed, damaged, and unchanged sites.

Region 
Number 

of 
Sites 

Status 

destroyed major 
damage 

minor 
damage renovated restored 

 
indeterminate unchanged 

Aghdam 29 24.1% 31.0% 10.3% 0.0% 0.0% 3.4% 31.0% 
Fuzuli 17 11.8% 35.3% 5.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 47.1% 
Jabrayil 10 10.0% 30.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10.0% 50.0% 
Kalbajar 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Khojaly 1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 
Khojavend 2 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 
Lachin 7 14.3% 28.6% 14.3% 0.0% 0.0% 14.3% 28.6% 
Qubadli 13 0.0% 30.8% 15.4% 0.0% 0.0% 7.7% 46.2% 
Shusha 22 18.2% 18.2% 4.5% 9.1% 4.5% 13.6% 31.8% 
Zangilan 14 0.0% 71.4% 7.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 21.4% 
Grand Total 116 13.8% 33.6% 7.8% 1.7% 0.9% 6.0% 36.2% 

 

MAJOR DAMAGE PATTERNS

The public availability of satellite imagery determines our ability to define date ranges for 
impacts on Azerbaijani heritage sites. The current lack of available high-resolution satellite 
imagery prior to 2002 greatly limits our understanding of the timing of impacts in the 
years immediately following the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, as does the limited satellite 
imagery coverage for many regions over subsequent years. 

But there is evidence to suggest that most of the major damage to Azerbaijani heritage 
took place in the decade after the 1994 ceasefire. As Chart 6 shows, of the 39 sites that 
sustained major damage, as many as 20 had already been impacted by the end of 2005. 
Most of the remaining 19 heavily damaged sites occurred in places where the earliest 
publicly available satellite imagery dates to 2009 or 2010, leaving the date of damage an 
open question. But even though high-resolution satellite imagery for this region was scarce 
prior to 2005, we can say with certainty that as many as five sites were damaged before 
2004, and four sites were definitively damaged by 2002. An additional three sites that 
were subsequently destroyed (and therefore are not included in the count of 39 sites that 
sustained “major damage”) had also been damaged by 2002 (N.5089, N.5077, N.5145). In 
light of the evidence, we deem it likely that most if not all of the major damage took place 
in the years immediately following the First Nagorno-Karabakh War.

It is extremely difficult to disentangle the convergence of factors that may have made 
such damage possible in the first decade. To address this problem, we first assessed the 

relationship between the impacts to cultural heritage and the broader decimation of 
towns like Aghdam and Fuzuli, and the extent to which Azerbaijani heritage sites might 
have been specifically targeted in the wide-scale ruination that consumed Karabakh during 
and after the first war. In the 73 cases in which heritage sites were located either within 
or near to villages and towns, CHW documented their relative condition compared to the 
surrounding residential and civic structures. 
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As Chart 7 shows, we found that in 
34 of the 73 cases (47%), the heritage 
sites suffered the same degree of 
damage as the surrounding vernacular 
architecture. That is, the pattern 
of damage looks the same for the 
mosques as for other buildings in their 
vicinity, showing the removal of roofs 
and other building components, and 
subsequent erosion, decay, and ruderal 
plant colonization.

In another 23 of the 73 cases (32%), 
heritage sites were largely untouched 
(“unchanged”), or less impacted (“minor damage”) than the surrounding architecture, 
suggesting that in some cases heritage sites were either disregarded or intentionally left 
intact. Overall, of the 42 sites in CHW’s database that were assessed as unchanged, 18 of 
these were located in or near villages and towns that suffered large-scale looting, yet these 
sites remained largely unscathed. 

In 14 cases Azerbaijani heritage sites were more severely impacted than their 
surroundings. In one of these cases (Pichanis Mosque, N.4726), the heritage site sustained 
major damage, unlike the surrounding structures. In the remaining 13 cases, heritage 

Table 1. Condition assessments by region ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.
Chart 6. Time ranges of major damage and number of sites ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.
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Chart 7. Heritage site conditions relative to surrounding architecture ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

destroyed (n=16) sites represents a majority of the dataset (51%). CHW delved deeper 
into these findings, analyzing them along several variables in order to reveal any patterns 
that might explain the treatment of Azerbaijani heritage under the control of the de facto 
Armenian authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh from 1994-2020.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98010091027c4894952b9f86dcbb41c6
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6d6b55706d4645de9f6dd7536c74d38f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/be79b329ead541d285a5597f6036b8d2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c142dd5914ef42f591b751bce85aee5e
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Map 2: Summary of site condition 
assessments by district

©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Map 3: Condition assessments: mosques
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Map 4: Condition assessments: mausolea
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Map 5: Condition assessments: historic cemeteries
©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.
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sites were destroyed while structures in their vicinity were damaged but not razed (see 
discussion of destroyed sites below). 

The building materials of certain heritage structures appear to have contributed to their 
preservation. Historic buildings with metal roofing that could be stripped and sold on the 
scrap metal market or reused elsewhere were more significantly impacted than structures 
with earth or stone roofing. Nearly all of the mosques assessed as “unchanged” have flat, 
earthen roofs, such as Chalabilar Mosque (N.4170), Sardarli Mosque (N.4231), Garadaghly 
Mosque (N.4237), Damirchilar Mosque (N.4703), Dondarly Mosque (N.4704), Yusifbeyli 
Mosque (N.4709), Khalaj Mosque (N.4714), and Abdal Mosque (NA.09). In several cases, the 
Soviet-era metal roofs were removed only to expose the traditional domes of a mosque 
that were left unharmed, as at Aghdam Mosque (N.202), Gochamadli Mosque (N.4233), 
Haji Abbas Mosque (N.5073), and Chol Gala Mosque (N.5103). In one instance, at the Jijimli 
Mosque (NA.03), the Soviet-era metal roof was stripped to expose a flat earthen roof 
without domes that was not damaged. In only two instances did we identify “unchanged” 
mosques that appear to have metal roofs, namely, the Seyidli Mosque (N.5151) and Mamay 
Mosque (N.5166), both in Shusha.

Similarly, all of the mausolea located near or within areas that were once settled remained 
unchanged or only slightly damaged despite looting of nearby buildings, as at Ibrahim 
Khalil Khan Mausoleum (N.4028), Mehdigulu Khan Mausoleum (N.4029), Skhykhlar 
Mausoleum (N.4166), Dagh Tumas Mausoleum (N.4169), Yukhary Seyidahmadli Mausoleum 
(N.4226), and Mir Mehdi Khazani Mausoleum (NA.04). These structures have stone domes 
and limited metal content. 

In sum, the evidence suggests that many of the mosques and mausolea that remained in 
sound structural condition may have escaped damage to some degree because value could 
not be extracted from their building materials. And conversely, virtually all of the sites that 
sustained major damage appear to have been targeted as part of the wider effort to mine 
fungible economic resources from abandoned property.

We did find a significant correlation between damage to Azerbaijani heritage sites and 
distance from habitation. Most of the sites that received either major damage (n=23) or 
minor damage (n=7) since the 1994 ceasefire were located far (> 2km) from any places of 
settlement. There are undoubtedly a number of factors that explain this complex picture, 
including the likely timing of damage in the first decade after the first war, the relative lack 
of Armenian resettlement in the eastern regions of Aghdam and Fuzuli (see below), and the 
proximity of a number of sites to the militarized line of contact.

The major damage of the post-war years thus cannot be explained as an isolated 
phenomenon, apart from the wide-scale looting of the abandoned towns and cities. But, 
while the devastating ruination of Azerbaijani settlements is well-known to those familiar 
with the conflict due to a proliferation of images in news and social media since the Second 
Nagorno-Karabakh War, researchers have yet to study it in any depth. The political, legal, 
and economic conditions that made rampant stripping possible, as well as the actors and 
networks involved, remain shrouded in darkness. Such questions are beyond the scope of 
this report, and may not be possible to address in full even with sustained ethnographic 
research, given the sensitivity of the matter. But the questions at stake are clear.

The first concerns the structure of governance, property relations, and legal jurisdiction 
in the seven territories in the years after 1994. What was the property status of the 
abandoned buildings, and what authority administered the territories after Azerbaijani 
expulsion? It is notable that the de facto National Assembly defined the borders of the 
new polity to include the wartime conquests only in June 1998 (a political geography 

later affirmed in the 2006 constitution) (Broers 2021, fn. 29, 336). This implies a void 
in executive, legislative, or juridical authority. According to Broers’ 2014 interview with 
Ararat Danielyan, de facto Minister of Justice of the NKR, Armenia’s legislation obtains 
in NKR, “until and unless the parliament adopts legislation” (ibid, 253). But it is not clear 
whether this legal arrangement was established by the mid-1990s, again leaving open 
the possibility of a juridical void, even within a de facto polity. It is reasonable to suppose 
some form of military governance in most regions adjacent to the Line of Contact. But the 
question remains: what authority and institutions held jurisdiction in the seven territories 
immediately after 1994, and thus the responsibility (even if not the will) to prevent the 
looting of abandoned properties, including sites of cultural heritage?

A second thorny question concerns the agents of looting and their motivations. 
Subsistence looting likely played a role, given the dire economic hardships of the 1990s 
across the former Soviet Union. The economic calamity that followed the collapse of the 
planned economy was particularly severe in Armenia and NKR due to blockades of road, 
rail, and pipeline transit by both Azerbaijan and its regional ally, Turkey. Scavenging for 
abandoned movable property and easily removable metal in this war-torn landscape may 
have been a strategy to alleviate destitution for some.

Yet research on the post-Soviet ‘ruins economy’ in Armenia has shown that subsistence 
looting, while relevant, does not alone account for the large-scale asset stripping of the 
mid-1990s and 2000s (Khatchadourian 2022). In Armenia, the post-Soviet elite (the former 
nomenklatura) who had benefited from the inequities of the privatization process pursued 
personal enrichment through the stripping of heavy machinery, building materials, 
and scrap metal from their newfound industrial assets. As Khatchadourian notes, “This 
pursuit of wealth accumulation was made possible by an unregulated market, a weak 
legal structure, and complicity between the private sector and government officials mired 
in graft. Market demand…was transnational, and it emerged primarily from Iran” (ibid, 
324). Informants in Khatchadourian’s ethnographic research at decommissioned factories 
across Armenia consistently note that the booming post-Soviet scrap metal economy 
of the 1990s and early aughts was overwhelmingly directed toward Iran, whose brokers 
scoured Armenia’s factories, making deals with owners that led to convoys of metal hauled 
across the Armenian-Iranian border (ibid, 333). There is every reason to suppose that, in 
some measure, the massive flows of scrap metal stripped from abandoned properties 
in NKR belonged to this same system of privilege and extraction that was decimating 
Armenia’s Soviet factories in those same years.

In short, just as the stripping of Azerbaijani cultural heritage in Karabakh cannot be 
understood apart from the wide-scale looting of the landscapes within which it is 
situated, so too must the phenomenon be considered in the context of the wider, 
contemporaneous post-Soviet ‘ruins economy’, in which powerful, networked, oligarchic 

•	 Unchanged: No significant change visible in satellite imagery since the late Soviet period.
•	 Minor Damage: Some visible impacts to exterior facades or decorative elements but 

structural integrity remains preserved..
•	 Major Damage: Significant visible impacts that have compromised structural integrity.
•	 Destroyed: Complete loss of structural integrity. Walls reduced to foundations or less.
•	 Renovated: Significant intervention in built structure that changes both form and use.
•	 Restored: Significant intervention in line with the original form and use of the structure. 
•	 Indeterminate: No determination concerning changes to condition.

CHW'S IMPACT CATEGORIES
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DESTRUCTION PATTERNS

CHW’s analysis of the timing of destruction events shows that only a few Azerbaijani 
heritage sites were razed in the first decade after they fell under the control of Armenian 
forces. Chart 8 below represents the date ranges for the destruction of 14 out of the 
16 destroyed sites, excluding those whose destruction we attribute to excessive asset 
stripping rather than targeted demolition (N.4239, N.4171). In the decade following the 
1994 ceasefire, three mausolea were destroyed across a widely dispersed area, suggesting 
distinct, isolated events (N.4726, NA.02, NA.28).

1992 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021

Rzaqulu Bey Mausoleum (NA.02)

Mausoleum (NA.26)

Sary Ashyg Mausoleum (N.4726)

Haji Yusifli Mosque (N.5089)

Julfalar Mosque (N.5092)

Mausoleum (N.4056)

Mausoleum (N.4057)

Ughurlu Bey Mausoleum (N.4058)

Garaaghach Cemetery (NA.27)

Sheikh Nigari Mausoleum (N.4044)

Bashsyz Mosque (N.4045)

Mardinli Mosque (N.5077)

Haji Alakbar Mosque (N.4208)

Kocharli Mosque (N.5145)

Time Ranges of Site Destruction The rate of destruction 
remained low well 
into the early 2000s. 
Two mosques (N.5089, 
N.5092) were destroyed 
sometime between 
2004 and 2013. Both 
were located in the city 
of Shusha. Site N.5089, 
the Hajji Yusifli Mosque, 
initially suffered major 
damage in the decade 
after the first war but by 
2013 the remains of the 
mosque’s foundations 
had been removed and 
a new structure--likely 
a residential building–-

was constructed at the site. The Julfalar Mosque (N.5092), in contrast, survived intact 
well into the 2000s, with satellite data showing a largely undamaged structure as late as 
February 2004. By July 2013, the mosque had been removed as construction began on a 
large building, which from its scale appears to have been a civic or administrative building. 
In sum, between 1994 and 2013, we have evidence for five destroyed heritage sites: three 
mausolea in disparate parts of the seven territories and two mosques in Shusha.
Between 2011 and 2020, the deliberate targeting of Azerbaijani heritage sites increased, 
with nine sites destroyed in the subsequent eight years. Due to the increased availability 
of commercial satellite data for this decade, it is possible to resolve the dates of several of 
these destruction episodes rather narrowly. Four sites in close proximity were destroyed 
between 2011 and 2014: three mausolea in the historic Garaaghach cemetery (N.4056, 
N.4057, N.4058) appear to have been destroyed, perhaps in a single destruction event. At 
some point in that same interval, the cemetery (NA.29) as a whole was burned.

We identified another cluster of two destroyed sites in the area of Papravend. Between 

2014 and 2019 the Bashsyz Mosque (N.4045) and a mausoleum (N.4044), located across 
the street from one another, were destroyed. Given their proximity it is possible, but not 
clearly demonstrable, that these two events were related.

The most recently destroyed sites documented by CHW include two additional mosques 
in Shusha and a mosque in Fuzuli. In Shusha, the Mardinli Mosque (N.5077) had been 
renovated into a movie theater during the Soviet period, and hence the sacredness of the 
site may have already been lost to memory before the first war. Nevertheless, the historic 
structure suffered major damage prior to the earliest commercial satellite imagery in 
2002. The ruins of the structure were still visible in August 2016, but by September 2018 
the remaining walls had been completely removed and the site cleared. Shusha’s Kocharli 
Mosque (N.5145) also suffered major damage in the decade following the first war, but its 
superstructure was still intact in 2002. The mosque continued to slowly degrade over the 
following decade and a half, until sometime just prior to June 2019, when it was destroyed 
and the site graded.

The Hajji Alakbar Mosque in Fuzuli (N.4208) was also impacted during the Soviet era, when 
its traditional domes were covered by a metal roof. The mosque survived with only minor 
damage to its roof at least until June 2018. Sometime between that date and August 2019, 
the structure was completely demolished.

Two aspects of the destruction of Azerbaijani heritage are particularly striking. First, 
although scattered widely, we do find three locations of heightened impacts: in Shusha, in 
Papravend along the Aghdere/Martakert highway, and in the large Garaaghach cemetery, 
west of Aghdam. These three locales represent 71% (n=10) of the 14 episodes CHW 
identifies as targeted destruction. The remaining four episodes are geographic isolates.

Second, we underline the 
compressed timing of 
these episodes of heritage 
destruction. 5 sites were 
destroyed sometime 
between 1992 and 2013 (a 
cumulative rate of roughly 
one site every four years). 
In contrast, nine sites were 
destroyed in the eight 
years between 2011 and 
2019, a cumulative rate 
of approximately one site 
every 11 months. The final 
years before the second 
war clearly witnessed a 
relative acceleration in 
severe impacts to Azerbaijani 
heritage sites.

In an effort to explain 
why only some sites 
were destroyed, one variable we examined was geographic location. In particular, CHW 
examined the proximity of destroyed heritage sites to inhabited settlements but found 
no clear patterning (see Chart 9). Half (n=8) of the destroyed sites were located within 
inhabited places or in very close proximity to them (within 2km), while the remaining 8 
destroyed sites were far from inhabited places (more than 2 km distant). In other words, 
there was no correlation between proximity to settlement and incidence of destruction.
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Chart 8. Time ranges of site destruction events ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

Chart 9. Impacts by proximity to settlement ©Caucasus Heritage Watch 2023.

interests as well as impoverished individuals played a role. This is especially so given 
the extreme entanglements of the economic structures and political elites of Armenia 
and NKR, through both formal institutions and “informal sinews” (Broers 2021, 254). 
Yet while the processes are interrelated, the property regimes that undergirded them 
differed. In Armenia, it is possible to speak of “asset stripping” to the extent that much 
large-scale ruination of decommissioned Soviet factories is generally regarded to have 
been orchestrated by individuals who owned the properties in question, regardless of the 
corruption that pervaded and illegitimated the privatization process. In contrast, in NKR 
the ambiguous and unlawful post-war property conditions render the stripping of fungible 
materials nothing other than outright looting.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c0028ca94f6e4cf598432f1a8338c766
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/bb1ebb3ec584475fafc962f5462bce28
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c910d70dc0947058509b3ebb18954b8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/35cad10c72ef45b590e6d43d92efd31a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98010091027c4894952b9f86dcbb41c6
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e183b71cbaa7461b8f15740fc80b19b4
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CHW is not able to determine the specific agents or the proximal causes of the destruction 
events, but it is notable that the acceleration in destruction after 2011 took place at a 
time when an expansive vision of NKR’s geography was already firmly entrenched in 
Armenian geopolitical culture. In what Lawrence Broers has called “a kind of inexorable 
geopolitical mission creep”, by the mid-2000s the seven territories were no longer framed 
expediently as a ‘buffer zone’ or a ‘security belt’ that would be traded as collateral in return 
for Armenian demands but, rather affectively, as ‘liberated territories’ belonging to an 
“augmented Armenia” (Broers 2021, 98). Toponymic and cartographic changes supported 
this shifting geopolitical vision. It is not overly speculative to suggest that this well-
documented transformation in the geopolitical imagination of the region might also have 
provoked the disparate and disorganized incidents of destruction documented by CHW.

PATTERNS IN RENOVATION, RESTORATION, AND REUSE

CHW’s investigation revealed relatively few instances of renovation, restoration, and reuse 
of Azerbaijani heritage sites and hence there is very little data for defining and assessing 
possible patterns. Renovations and restorations were concentrated entirely in the city of 
Shusha. The Upper Govhar Agha Mosque underwent a contentious restoration in 2019, 
which framed the structure as a Persian, rather than Azerbaijani, heritage site. The Taza 
Mahalla Mosque (N.347) was renovated in 2014 and turned into a geology museum. And 
the Saatli Mosque (N.355) was renovated between 2004 and 2013, but CHW was unable to 
ascertain the function of the renovated structure. 

We documented seven instances of informal agrarian reuse, in which mosques that were 
either unchanged or had sustained major damage were repurposed as animal pens (i.e., 
N.202, N.4052, N.4212, N.4216, N.4217, N.4709, N.4713). In four such cases, satellite 
imagery makes it possible to determine the approximate date when the mosque was 
reused as a barn. Giyasly Mosque (N.4052) was turned into a barn between December 
2011 and June 2014, during which time the exterior areas to the north were cleared to 
contain animals. At the Merdinli Mosque (N.4217), a roof was added to a heavily damaged 
mosque and an exterior area was cleared for livestock between 2012 and 2019. Having 
sustained major damage, Qajar Mosque (N.4216) was given a new roof by 2013, and by 
2018, areas to the north of the mosque were cleared for tending animals. Satellite imagery 
also shows that an area to the north of the Haji Giyaseddin Mosque (N.4212) was cleared, 
likely for keeping animals, between 2014 and 2019. Where it can be documented by 
satellite imagery, agrarian reuse was a relatively late development, occurring after 2011.

***  

Overall, the patterning of the impacts to Azerbaijani heritage between 1994 and 2020 
documented by CHW does not indicate a program of cultural erasure implemented and 
sustained by a state actor. Instead, the patterns provide evidence of an initial phase 
(1994-2011) of extensive collateral damage caused primarily, but not exclusively, by the 
mining of building materials. By 2011, the available resources for looting were largely 
exhausted across the region. But what we found instead was an increase in the rate of 
targeted destruction concentrated primarily, but not exclusively, in three geographic areas. 
These patterns set the treatment of Azerbaijani heritage between the wars in a rather 
unique frame of reference, fundamentally different from the project of state-sponsored 
cultural erasure that we documented in Azerbaijan’s demolition of Armenian heritage in 
the autonomous region of Nakhchivan. But impacts to Azerbaijani heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh also cannot be understood as solely a problem of neglect or failed stewardship. 
In the next section, we seek to better define the patterns we have documented by setting 
Azerbaijani heritage between the wars in a comparative context. 

GLOBAL SIGNIFICANCE

The tragedies of large-scale human displacement and dispossession caused by 20th and 
21st century wars have exacted an immense toll on global cultural landscapes. The forced 
expulsion of unwanted ethnic or religious groups severs communities from their ancestral 
lands and exposes forcibly abandoned cultural properties in villages, towns, and cities 
to the physical and symbolic violence of destruction, neglect, and appropriation. In the 
aftermath of violent conflict, victorious powers—their military forces, settlers, developers, 
and looters—inflict continued harm on displaced communities through the abuse of 
their vacated built environment, from vernacular architecture to cultural, religious, and 
community buildings of artistic or historic value. Histories and identities are suppressed, 
eroded, and erased.
 
The precarious predicament of Azerbaijani cultural heritage after the First Nagorno-
Karabakh War in 1994 represents not an isolated instance, but a permutation of a broader 
phenomenon of heritage endangerment in the aftermath of ethnic conflict. Here we 
highlight in broad brushstrokes two comparative contexts, namely, the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War and the 1974 Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus. While the three cases may be 
incommensurate with respect to the 
geopolitical dynamics of the conflicts, and 
the global clout and political status of 
the players (Israel is the obvious outlier 
in this regard, as a powerful, recognized 
state), comparison can nevertheless 
reveal common patterns, as well as 
distinctive features in the treatment 
of cultural heritage following war and 
large-scale population displacement. 
Instructive analogies and contrasts help 
illuminate the wider significance of the 
heritage quagmires in the Caucasus, of 
which Nagorno-Karabakh is just one (cf. 
Khatchadourian et al. 2022; Tevzadze et 
al. 2022). The immense complexity of the 
contentious Mediterranean cases prohibits 
comprehensive analysis in this forum, but 
we invite readers to pursue their study of these cases by consulting the works cited.
 
In this comparative analysis, we focus selectively on cultural heritage whose architectural 
or artistic forms are associated with a specific ethnic or religious group. In doing so, 
we recognize that a more capacious understanding of heritage could extend beyond 
historic and religious buildings, ‘monuments’, and old cemeteries, to include the entire 
tangible fabric of social lives—residential buildings, shops, fields, orchards, schools, etc.—
decimated by violence and memorialized by victims as places of memory, nostalgia, and 
grievance. But our focus in our studies of Armenian and Azerbaijani heritage under the 
control of the Other is on the relationship between conflict and cultural erasure. Hence, 
our comparative analysis singles out archetypical components of cultural heritage – 
mosques, churches, monasteries, mausolea, and historic cemeteries – from the wider, 
worn-torn landscapes to which they belong.

Church of Koutzobentes, Northern Cyprus, reused as a cafe. 
Photo Courtesy of Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou

https://eurasianet.org/karabakhs-contentious-mosque-restoration
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9455b67062f84db5a5f2246ed5f6db3c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23d67084255945c3b0de4f2c934f9739
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5da017956b1f41f3a78f49f0966eb5d8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/91d250a9f903423784d5e9206aff169a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7748b17703d946e2a83848f6af9a2576
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3bfceb05655a4de481c4bd6921b6bb1d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c2fd7f7f2b24beea532c39b3cde394a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/84c1eab17f8141ab8bc896ea0644790e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c6a8dba5d3ca4f058992cbe42f8684eb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/48703f664f2f467b8f4f42008d8c75da
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PALESTINIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE: THE 1948 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War 
that led to the creation of the 
state of Israel resulted in the 
displacement of approximately 
750,000 Palestinians and the 
abandonment of at least 418 
Palestinian villages (Khalidi 1992). 
Subsequent episodes in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, most 
notably the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
War, caused yet further exile. 
Palestinian refugees were forced 
to abandon not only their homes, 
neighborhoods, and villages, but 
also countless historic districts, 
historic cemeteries, mosques, 
shrines, and churches.
 
Most of the 418 Palestinian 
villages depopulated in 1948 

were ravaged in the course of the war or in its immediate aftermath (Benvenisti 2002, 165-
9; Kadman 2015). In most cases, villages were demolished by fighting forces or civilians 
from neighboring settlements. During and immediately after the war, looting of Arab 
movable properties was also widespread (Kadman 2015, 15), and included the dismantling 
of houses (Benvenisti 2002, 166). Benvenisti writes that “[t]he drive to seek vengeance 
and the desire to eject hostile neighbors and enjoy the spoils of war acted together with 
military exigencies to encourage the destruction of property” (ibid). The demolition of 
the Palestinian villages was initially the work of the Zionist movement and was ostensibly 
carried out without government involvement, but the military played a leading role in 
the destruction (ibid). By 1949, and into the 1950s and 1960s, the Israeli government was 
actively leveling abandoned villages (ibid, 168). Military, political, and economic factors 
were at play, but above all, the purpose of the eradication was to prevent the refugees’ 
return. Under the 1950 Abandoned Property Law, the state expropriated refugee 
properties and reallocated land 
and houses either to existing 
Jewish communities or to settlers 
in newly established settlements 
located within or, more often, 
near to the abandoned villages. 
Today, apart from some recent 
restoration projects, all that 
remains is rubble, ruins, and 
dilapidated buildings in places 
where bulldozer access was 
difficult.
 
Given that the primary objective 
was to block Palestinians from 
returning to their homes, Meron 
Benvenisti (2002, 168) notes a 

certain “tendency to avoid demolishing 
mosques, churches, and the graves of 
Muslim saints.” But his analysis of Walid 
Khalidi’s (1992) authoritative catalog, All 
That Remains, shows the staggering extent 
of the damage to Palestinian mosques 
in the abandoned villages. About 100 of 
the 140 mosques extant in 1948 were 
demolished. Of those that remained, 
“twenty mosques are currently in various 
stages of deterioration and decay; six are 
being used as living quarters, sheep-pens 
or stables, carpentry shops, or storehouses; 
six have been, or are at present, serving 
as museums, bars, or tourist sites of some 
sort; four are being used wholly, or in 
part, as synagogues; and two have been 
partially renovated for Muslim worship, 
but that use has been either prohibited 
or restricted” (Benvenisti 2002, 289). 
Benvenisti further notes that only around 
forty of the hundreds of Arab cemeteries 
were still visible at the time of the fieldwork 
compiled in Khalidi’s volume, which 
took place between 1987 and 1990. As 
investigations by Forensic Architecture have 
demonstrated, demolition and destruction 
continue to the present, shattering the 
heritage-scape of the West Bank and 
repeatedly demolishing historical sites in Gaza.

Mosque of Isdud.
Photo Courtesy of the Library of the Institute for Palestine Studies, after Khalidi 1992, 112.

Mosque of Wadi Hunayn, reused as a synagogue. 
Photo Courtesy of the Library of the Institute for Palestine Studies, after Khalidi 1992, 420.

Interior of the Mosque of Kawfakha, reused as a stable.
Photo Courtesy of the Library of the Institute for Palestine Studies, after Khalidi 1992, 121.

The Mosque of 'Amqa (Acre). Photo Courtesy of the Library of the Institute for Palestine Studies, after Khalidi 1992, xliii.

https://forensic-architecture.org/investigation/conquer-and-divide
https://forensic-architecture.org/investigation/living-archaeology-in-gaza
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CULTURAL HERITAGE IN THE CROSSHAIRS ON CYPRUS

According to the UNHCR, the Turkish invasion of Cyprus 
in 1974 resulted in the expulsion of an estimated 180,000 
Greek Cypriots from their homes and villages in the 
north, while approximately 60,000 Turkish Cypriots were 
forced to flee from the south. To ‘fill the void’ left by the 
flight of the Cypriot Greeks and consolidate a new state 
to which the expelled “Other” could not return, Turkey 
encouraged the migration of an estimated 30-45,000 
settlers from Anatolia to northern Cyprus (Jensehaugen 
2017; Navaro-Yashin 2012).  
 
The Turkish army in the north of the island took control 
of over one hundred known archaeological sites, over 
five hundred churches, chapels, and monasteries, and 
four castles (Jansen 2005, 18). Throughout the 1970s and 
later, looting of movable property ensued at the hands of 

Turkish officers, Turkish Cypriots, and Turkish settlers from 
the mainland (Navaro-Yashin 2012, 152-157). The Turkish 

Cypriot term used for the looting of abandoned properties, ganimet, is an “affectively 
charged concept” that implies self-criticism for a “morally problematic social practice” 
(ibid, 152-153). People plundered not only goods from abandoned Greek Cypriot houses, 
shops, factories, and farms, but from churches, museums, and archaeological sites in what 
Sam Hardy has called “one of the most methodical cultural asset-strippings in the world” 
(Hardy 2014, 83; Jansen 2005). After 
the initial wave of opportunistic 
looting, professional smugglers 
and antiquities dealers stepped in 
(Jansen 2005), linked to what Hardy 
has called the “deep state economy” 
in northern Cyprus. International 
markets, already inundated with 
Cypriot icons and antiquities since 
the 1960s, experienced another 
deluge, now including frescoes and 
mosaics removed from churches 
and monasteries (Jansen 2005).
 
In addition to looting, cultural 
destruction took several other 
forms in the decades after the 
war, unchecked by an unenforced 
antiquities law (Jansen 2005, 27). 
A full, systematic assessment was only possible after the opening of the checkpoints at 
the border in 2003, when all Cypriots were able to travel to the other side of the island, 
but journalists had been reporting on the damage for years (Flagellum Dei 1993). Many 
churches, monasteries, and historic buildings in the north were deliberately demolished, 
while others were simply neglected, left to fall into ruin. Some analysts have attributed 
the decay of heritage sites to the constraints on Turkish Cypriot heritage professionals 
caused by a lack of resources, the “legal limbo” of the unrecognized Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), and the insufficiencies of international legal instruments like 
the 1954 Hague Convention (Hardy 2014, 83, 96; Şevketoğlu, et al. 2015). According to 
the 2003 survey published by Chotzakoglou (2008), at least 17 churches were re-used as 

stables or chicken coops.* In at least another 20 
cases, churches were re-purposed as storerooms 
or granaries. Approximately 40 churches and 
monasteries were turned into military camps or 
hospitals for Turkish forces. Under the TRNC’s 
1975 Abandoned Immovable Property Law, all 
ecclesiastical Christian properties passed to the 
ownership of the unrecognized state (Hardy 
2014, 87), which has since sold or rented former 
church properties to Turkish or European 
buyers. In at least 33 cases, the new owners of 
the properties have converted them into art 
studios, workshops, residences, cafes, cultural 
centers, gyms, storage facilities, car mechanic, 
hotels, restaurant/club, theaters, baths, sports 
clubs, dance schools, offices, garages, and even a 
mortuary. The antiquities department converted 
approximately nine churches into icon museums 
in a display of “tolerance” (Constantinou, et al. 
2012, 179). In approximately 77 cases, churches 
located in town centers were converted into 
mosques, some of which were subsequently 
left vacant when new mosques were built 
in response to Greek-Cypriot grievance and 
international pressure (Chotzakoglou 2008, 50; 
Constantinou, et al. 2012, 181-3).† In some cases, village churches remained structurally 
“intact and well maintained,” even if Islamic symbols had replaced Christian icons 
(Constantinou, et al. 2012, 180). Despite these disturbing statistics, it is important to also 
note that restorations and interethnic cooperation around cultural heritage have also 
taken place, and scholarship has brought nuanced perspectives to the politics of heritage 
in the Cyprus conflict (Constantinou, et al. 2012; Constantinou and Hatay 2010).
 
Turkish-Cypriot heritage in the south has also suffered grave losses, at least since the 
burning of Turkish-Cypriot villages in the late 1950s, and the Greek Cypriot attacks on 
Turkish Cypriots in 1963 that drove the latter from their ancestral villages into segregated 
enclaves (Navaro-Yashin 2012, 12). After the 1974 invasion, numerous mosques and 
cemeteries were torched, demolished, or vandalized and ruined. A comprehensive, 
English-language scholarly assessment of impacts has yet to be published, but a partial 
report produced by the unrecognized TRNC (2006) indicates that at least 10 mosques 
were destroyed, seven damaged, and several neglected. That same report noted the 
destruction of at least 34 Turkish-Cypriot cemeteries, and damage to at least 19 more. 
Tombs and mausolea were also destroyed or damaged. Villages such as Alihodes were 
demolished (Constantinou and Hatay 2010). Hardy (2014, 82) notes that these episodes 
differ from the “programmatic demolitions” (original emphasis) in the north. In general, the 
Republic of Cyprus “has been comparatively more careful than the Turkish-Cypriot side in 
seeking to symbolically protect and reconstruct the ‘Turkish’ ethno-religious heritage. In 
order to emphasize the destruction of ‘Greek’ ethnoreligious heritage in the north, Greek 
Cypriots have made some efforts to preserve Turkish-Cypriot mosques in the south, and 
have also highlighted that preservation in their own official propaganda” (Constantinou 
and Hatay 2010, 1614).

* We use the past tense in recognition of the fact that the disposition of heritage structures may have changed since the fieldwork was conduct-
ed by a team of scholars supported by the Museum of the Kykkos Monastery, soon after the opening of the checkpoints in 2003.
† This figure of 77, derived from Chotzakoglou (2008), is considerably higher than the 48 church-to-mosque conversions provided by a former 
mufti and cited in (Constantinou, et al. 2012, 80).

St. Sergios, Neta, Northern Cyprus. 
Photo Courtesy of Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou

Holy Virgin Akentou, Lefka, Northern Cyprus. 
Photo Courtesy of Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou

Sheep in St. John Church, Rizokarpaso, Northern Cyprus. 
Photo Courtesy of Charalampos G. Chotzakoglou
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COMPARATIVE DISCUSSION

Palestinians, Cypriots, and Azerbaijanis have all endured grave losses of heritage as a 
result of displacement and dispossession. Quantitative comparison is possible to some 
extent, particularly between Israel and Nagorno-Karabakh. For example, it is evident that 
the rate of outright destruction is far higher in the aftermath of the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War as compared to the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, with an estimated 71% (n=100) 
of mosques in Palestinian villages destroyed, versus just 13% (n=8) of the mosques in 
the towns, cities, and villages surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh.* Also notable is the large 
number of Azerbaijani heritage sites that CHW assesses as structurally unchanged since 
the First Nagorno-Karabakh War (42 sites, or 38%), a statistic that we cannot compare with 
either the Cypriot or Israel/Palestine contexts given the datasets available at the time of 
this report. In both the abandoned Palestinian and Azerbaijani settlements, the majority of 
surviving Muslim heritage sites are in damaged condition (major or minor). Twenty of the 
140 extant mosques (14%) were in ruins at the time of Khalidi’s fieldwork as compared to 
48 damaged sites (44%) in and around Nagorno-Karabakh. Quantitative comparison is not 
possible with Northern Cyprus with respect to damage, but here too, many churches and 
cemeteries were damaged more or less severely due to looting, vandalism, or neglect. 
 
But of greater interest than the quantitative comparisons are the qualitative similarities 
and differences that shed light on distinct patterns in the politics of heritage in post-
war contexts, and the impact of ethnic conflict on abandoned cultural landscapes. In 
Northern Cyprus, the value that was mined from abandoned cultural landscapes and 
historic structures resided in the age value of antiquities and religious icons and frescoes 
that could be commodified on the antiquities market; in and around Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Armenians appear to have discovered exchange value in raw materials, particularly metal 
roofs perhaps destined for the scrap metal market. There is currently limited verifiable 
evidence of Azerbaijani cultural artifacts circulating from Nagorno-Karabakh onto the 
global antiquities market (but there is an awareness that the 2020 war may stimulate a 
flow of looted materials). 

The opportunistic nature of the damage to Azerbaijani heritage sites in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh between 1994 and 2020, coupled with the limited cases of outright 
destruction, clearly indicates that the authorities of the unrecognized Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic did not pursue a policy of systematic cultural erasure. In Nagorno-Karabakh, 
there is no evidence of the hand of the state in the impacts suffered by heritage sites; 
rather, the problem is precisely the state’s absence: the failure of de facto Armenian 
authorities to safeguard the abandoned heritage properties from looters who, in most 
cases, appear to have damaged monuments not because they were heritage sites of an 
enemy “Other” but because they possessed fungible economic resources. 
 
The most notable difference among the three cases under examination here is the 
relatively limited reuse, renovation, and restoration of Azerbaijani heritage structures by 
Armenians. While in all three cases, some of the sacred sites of the “Other” have been 
desecrated through reuse as animal shelters, Azerbaijani heritage sites have otherwise 
not been repurposed to any appreciable degree. CHW has documented only two such 
instances of renovation, both in Shusha, the only region under the control of the de facto 
authorities that witnessed significant Armenian resettlement after the First Nagorno-
Karabakh War: the transformation of the Taza Mahalla Mosque (N.347) into a geological 
museum and the repurposing of the Saatli Mosque (N.355). In addition, one mosque 
underwent a controversial restoration (Upper Govhar Agha Mosque, N.344). None of 

* The rate of destruction goes up to 16 sites, or 15% percent of the sites whose condition we were able to assess, if Azerbaijani mausolea and 
historical cemeteries are included.

the Azerbaijani mosques were converted into Armenian churches, in contrast to the 
widespread “Judaization” of Muslim holy places between 1948 and 1967 (Bar 2018), and 
the pervasive conversion of churches into mosques in Northern Cyprus. And it appears 
that virtually none of the Azerbaijani monuments had been put to commercial or military 
purposes, once again in contrast to both Mediterranean cases. In light of the relatively 
few instances of restoration, renovation, and reuse, it appears that Armenians accorded 
Azerbaijani heritage low reuse value or were rather indifferent to its presence. 

The most salient factor to explain the differences in the fate of abandoned heritage in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, Israel/Palestine, and Cyprus is the degree to which the victors in the 
armed conflicts sought to consolidate a new state through settler colonialism and the 
appropriation of properties and landscapes. Notwithstanding important differences in 
the settler colonial projects in Israel and northern Cyprus (see Jensehaugen 2017), in 
both cases large-scale settlement in abandoned landscapes was ‘successful’ state policy, 
encouraged and organized by government institutions allocating land, housing, and 
resources (Benvenisti 2002; Navaro-Yashin 2012). In both Israel and Northern Cyprus, laws 
were enacted that nationalized abandoned properties and allowed for their disbursement 
or sale to new settlers, including cultural properties that were inadequately protected by 
antiquities and heritage laws.
 
In contrast, over the course of three decades, Armenians did not settle in large numbers 
in the seven territories surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh ceded to Azerbaijan in 2020, even 
if the geopolitical culture in Armenian society supported a “cartographic exhibitionism” 
that imagined a maximalist Armenian territory (Broers and Toal 2013, 26). Two fact-
finding missions conducted by the OSCE found that the settler population ranged from 
9,000-12,000 in 2005, growing to approximately 14,000 by 2010. This settlement was 
largely concentrated in the Lachin and Kalbajar regions immediately adjacent to Armenia 
(Broers 2021, 271-272). Beside Lachin, resettlement also occurred elsewhere in what was 
considered the Kashatagh district, in Zangilan and Qubadli. During the Syrian Civil War, 
the resettlement of Syrian-Armenian refugees in the territories around Nagorno-Karabakh 
appears to have been negligible, estimated as of 2013 at about 90 people, or some 30 
families (ibid). Despite the efforts of the de facto authorities to incentivize settlement 
(especially in Lachin) through start-up disbursements and monthly payments per child, 
they were unable to attract large numbers of Armenian settlers to “the wild frontier 
of Armenian nationalism” (Broers 2021, 272, 274). In fact, the demographic records of 
the unrecognized state indicate stagnant or declining populations in Shahumyan and 
Kashatagh provinces, respectively (ibid). The OSCE’s finding of limited Armenian settlement 
is borne out by our own analysis of the satellite imagery, which shows little evidence for 
significant occupation in most of the seven territories other than the region then known 
as Kashatagh. Amidst the ruins of a countryside shattered by war, we see only small-scale 
agro-pastoral activity in a few isolated places. In so many respects, what Yael Navaro-
Yashin has theorized as the “make-believe”, “phantasmic state” of Northern Cyprus – 
simultaneously a material reality and a phantasm – is equally apt for the unrecognized 
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, where the limited population further reveals the 
phantasmagoric qualities of the material reality. In sum, limited Armenian settlement and 
the attendant lack of development in the seven territories likely inadvertently protected 
Azerbaijani heritage from the more severe impacts documented in the cases of Northern 
Cyprus and Israel/Palestine.
 
Finally, the three cases under examination here can be compared with respect to the 
prospects for heritage preservation, and its capacity to bring about positive change in post-
conflict societies. In the absence of sovereign statehood, numerous Palestinian heritage 
initiatives have taken shape through the actions of NGOs, religious organizations, and the 

https://netcher.eu/project-news/focus-on-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict-new-opportunity-for-the-illicit-trafficking-of-antiquities/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9455b67062f84db5a5f2246ed5f6db3c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23d67084255945c3b0de4f2c934f9739
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38664c0272514dd9a21534bfafb82ebf/edit
https://eurasianet.org/armenia-syrian-refugees-resettling-in-occupied-azerbaijani-territory
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Palestinian Authority (De Cesari 2019). In the West Bank, Palestinian heritage-making by 
non-governmental groups has focused on improving socioeconomic conditions through 
urban regeneration of the vernacular past, including homes, shops and schools. Beyond 
the West Bank, a religious organization called the Al-Aqsa Foundation plays a leading 
role in Palestinian heritage-making, maintaining, restoring, and rebuilding the remains of 
Palestinian mosques, shrines, and cemeteries in the post-1948 abandoned villages (ibid. 
196-199). These examples are notable because they show that heritage work (particularly 
in the West Bank) can bring about meaningful social change when conducted outside of 
state institutions.
 
But it is the case of Cyprus that is particularly instructive for the Caucasus, for while the 
conflict remains intractable and the political divide firmly rooted, bicommunal heritage 
restoration efforts are promoting cooperation and reconciliation (Kassinis 2015; Reid 
2021). The Technical Committee on Cultural Heritage on Cyprus (TCCH) is a bicommunal 
organization founded in 2008 that has conserved and restored over fifty-five cultural 
heritage sites on the island, including churches, mosques, and other archaeological sites 
(Reid 2021). TCCH involves archaeologists, architects, art historians, and town planners 
from both communities in the process of site selection and implementation. Education 
and community engagement are core aspects of TCCH’s mandate. With support from 
the EU and other funders, TCCH harnesses heritage conservation to support the peace-
building process. The TCCH’s efforts exist in parallel with the grassroots work of Greek 
Cypriots, who have been maintaining, cleaning, and purifying profaned religious sites on 
their pilgrimages to the north since the opening of the checkpoints in 2003 (Dikomitis 
2012, 102-111).

It is, of course, highly significant that most of the mosques and mausolea in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh are sufficiently intact to allow for restoration. Indeed, restoration 
projects have already been launched at Vagif Mausoleum (N.367), Upper Govhar Agha 
Mosque (N.344), and Saatli Mosque (N.355), and are planned for Aghdam/Juma Mosque 
(N.202) and Giyasly Mosque (N.4052). But even as restorations proceed and the threat 
to Azerbaijani cultural heritage in Karabakh recedes, scores of Armenian churches, 
monasteries, and historic cemeteries in territories now under Azerbaijani jurisdiction 
face threats of appropriation, damage, and destruction. The controversial removal of 
the dome from the Armenian cathedral of Ghazanchetsots has already raised concerns 
regarding Azerbaijan’s approach to heritage preservation writ large. Indeed, CHW 
continues to closely monitor Armenian medieval and early modern heritage currently at 
risk in Azerbaijan, maintaining our interactive dashboard and releasing regular reports 
documenting instances of damage, destruction, and heightened threats. In the summer 
of 2022, we documented the destruction of an 18th-19th century Armenian church in the 
village of Susanliq/Mokhrenes. There is thus considerable danger that the next decade 
in Azerbaijani-controlled Karabakh will witness the juxtaposition of Azerbaijani heritage 
restoration with Armenian heritage destruction. Such an unraveling of the region’s cultural 
landscape would only make the heritage politics of the region worse, further jeopardizing 
the fragile remains of the region’s past. A bicommunal organization of scholars, 
practitioners, and religious leaders committed to protecting and preserving Azerbaijani 
and Armenian heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding regions, on the model of 
TCCH, has greater potential to foster meaningful steps toward peace-building and regional 
prosperity than top-down ministerial restoration initiatives. So, too, would granting 
Armenians secure access to the sacred and ancestral heritage sites that they were forced 
to abandon, as is now possible in Cyprus.
 
Abuses of Azerbaijani and Armenian cultural heritage between the First and Second 
Nagorno-Karabakh Wars were real events, and not merely the fabrications of propaganda 

machines. They are also profoundly unequal in their severity. Armenian cultural heritage 
under Azerbaijani control, especially in Nakhchivan, has suffered far greater physical 
and symbolic violence than Azerbaijani heritage under Armenian jurisdiction. This is not 
to excuse any of the abuses. They are all deplorable, but they are not commensurable. 
Cultural heritage has emerged as a powerful weapon in the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, a 
weapon deployed by nationalists, chauvinists, and cynical propagandists to incite hatred 
and advance political objectives while eroding the prospects for a sustainable peace. This 
fact-starved vitriol serves only to make the tangible cultural  heritage of both communities 
less secure by undermining a common respect for the material remains of the past and 
centering the conflict on the fragile matter of the heritage-scape The preservation of 
Armenian and Azerbaijani cultural heritage should instead become a common ground, 
not merely for replacing stones, preserving inscriptions, cleaning ruins, and competing 
over historical primacy, but for mutual recognition through grassroots, bicommunal social 
action. 
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5da017956b1f41f3a78f49f0966eb5d8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/91d250a9f903423784d5e9206aff169a
https://eurasianet.org/azerbaijan-begins-controversial-renovation-of-armenian-church
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=696
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=866
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/48703f664f2f467b8f4f42008d8c75da
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vaqif_t%C3%BCrb%C9%99si_(6).jpg


METHODOLOGY

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
CHW’s methodology for this investigation consisted of two key components: 1) a database of 
Azerbaijani heritage sites compiled from official government listings, academic publications, 
cartographic sources, and public media sources, and 2) high-resolution Cold War-era 
declassified satellite imagery and publicly available modern satellite imagery that can allow 
for precise geolocation and condition assessments as well as aid in the approximate dating 
of destruction events.

It is important to note that in academic parlance, there is a significant difference between 
Azerbaijani heritage and the heritage of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani heritage refers specifically 
to the material and intangible legacy of the Turkic communities of the region (see inset box 
on p. 15). The heritage of Azerbaijan refers to the heritage of all ethnic and religious groups 
that falls under the stewardship responsibility of the modern Republic of Azerbaijan. 
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GEODATABASE DEVELOPMENT

The baseline source for CHW’s database of the Azerbaijani heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the surrounding territories is the supplement No. 1 to the decision No. 132 of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dating to August 2, 2001, which lists all 
heritage sites under state protection (fig. 1).* Based on the supplement, CHW identified 
112 mosques, mausolea, and historic cemeteries (pre-dating the 19th century) located in 
the region administered by the NKR from 1994-2020. In addition to these 112 sites, CHW 
identified an additional 32 mosques, mausolea, and historic cemeteries using information 
provided by the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
the Karabakh Center project, the Ministry of Culture of the unrecognized NKR and various 
academic publications and cartographic sources. Islamic heritage sites are significantly 
underrepresented on the official monument lists of the NKR, which was compiled before the 
2020 war, but we nevertheless consulted this resource as well. The integration of all these 
sources resulted in a dataset composed of 146 Azerbaijani cultural heritage sites, including 
75 mosques, 55 mausoleums, and 15 cemeteries (see Chart 1).

* Beginning in the late Soviet years, the state approved heritage inventories on April 2, 1968 (decision #140 of the Council of Ministers 
of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic), May 14, 1981 (decision #225 of the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist 
Republic), April 27, 1988 (decision #145 of the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic), and August 2, 2001 
(decision #132 of the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan).

Geolocation

Once the sample of 146 sites was defined, CHW’s lead researcher for this investigation, Dr. 
Husik Ghulyan, transformed the inventory into a structured geodatabase. This required 
geolocating each site with exacting precision to determine its geographic coordinates. 
These coordinates then allowed us to assess changes in the condition of each heritage site 
using historical satellite imagery. The only locational information provided in the official 
state list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan is the village name, city name, or, in 
a few cases, a geographic area. The same is true for the other sources that CHW consulted 
to create the database, with the exception of Soviet-era topographic maps. In order to 
geolocate the 146 sites in our database, we used four main sources: photographs and 
videos, topographic maps, scholarly publications, and satellite images.

Photographs & Videos

Since the official registry of heritage sites of 
Azerbaijan does not provide precise locational 
information, photographs and videos were 
the most important source for geolocating the 
monuments and cemeteries in the database. 
CHW first tried to obtain images of the sites 
that pre-date the First Nagorno-Karabakh 
War. The old images were helpful both for 
geolocation, and to determine the baseline 
condition of the sites prior to the outbreak 
of the first war. In some cases, the old 
images were also helpful for disambiguating 
monuments that are closely located to one 
another, since the official registry mentions 
several sites (e.g., mausolea) in close 
proximity. But most photographic and video 
evidence that CHW used for geolocation 
purposes were those post-dating the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War. Numerous images 
and videos disseminated on social media and 
news sources about villages that had been 
transferred to Azerbaijani control after the 
2020 war allowed CHW to precisely locate 
the sites and understand their most recent condition. As a part of geolocation, Dr. Ghulyan 
examined hundreds of hours of video footage and thousands of photographs captured and 
taken after the 2020 ceasefire in order to identify the relevant sites and geolocate them 
on satellite imagery. Photographs were also an important source for identifying additional 
mosques and mausolea that are absent in the official registries of heritage sites and 
thereby expanding CHW’s database.

Figure 1. The Qubatly district section of the list of heritage sites of Azerbaijan with inventory 
number, type, date, and local village. Entries in red are in CHW's database.

Figure 2. Sketches from a Soviet scholarly publication showing the location of 
several mosques in Shusha city.

Scholarly Publications

CHW used scholarly publications to obtain additional locational information, archival 
images, sketches, plans, information on site condition, and other important attributes of 
entities in our database (fig. 2). For example, Dr. Ghulyan was able to disambiguate closely 
located mausolea by referring to their Soviet-era images and descriptions found in Soviet 
and Azerbaijani scholarly publications (e.g. Panah Ali Khan Mausoleum, Ibrahim Khalil Khan 
Mausoleum, Ughurlu Bey Mausoleum). 

https://e-qanun.az/framework/2847
https://e-qanun.az/framework/2847
https://scwra.gov.az/
https://karabakh.center/en
https://e-qanun.az/framework/2847
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/876a63db063e4869929aad46d116744d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/876a63db063e4869929aad46d116744d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
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Topographic Sources

In some instances, topographic sources (e.g., fig. 3) allowed for the approximate 
geolocation of sites, after which CHW obtained the precise coordinates using historical and 
modern satellite imagery. Topographic sources also helped us to identify several mausolea 
that are not on the official registries. CHW’s research drew mostly on 1:25K and 1:50K scale 
topographic maps produced between the 1950s and the 1980s by the General Staff of the 
Soviet Army and the Main Department of the Geodesy and Cartography of the Ministers' 
Council of the USSR.

Satellite Imagery

Satellite imagery was the most important source for establishing high-precision 
coordinates. CHW made extensive use of the most recent satellite imagery, as well as 
historical satellite imagery gathered by Maxar Technologies, CNES, and Airbus, and publicly 
available through the Google Earth platform. Satellite imagery also allowed us to assess the 
changes in the condition of heritage sites over time and the approximate period of impacts.

For condition assessment purposes, as a baseline source CHW turned to declassified 
imagery captured by the KH-9 Hexagon satellite, a photographic reconnaissance program 
launched by the U.S. National Reconnaissance Office between 1971 and 1986. The ground 
resolution of the Hexagon high-resolution cameras was 2-4 feet (0.6-1.2m). The KH-9 
archive was declassified in September 2011, making a vast trove of spatial imagery available 
to researchers, including a large corpus of materials documenting the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in its final decades. It is available to the public through the USGS’s 
EarthExplorer site.

We georeferenced Hexagon photographs in ArcGIS Pro using ESRI’s satellite base layer 
imagery. The resolution of the Hexagon imagery is more than adequate for discerning large 

Figure 3. A 1:25K scale Soviet topographic map showing the location of a destroyed 
mausoleum near the village of Gyzyl Kangarli (Aghdam district).

built structures, such as mosques and mausoleums. But cemeteries proved more difficult 
for our baseline assessments. Since the Hexagon imagery used in our investigation has a 
resolution of 0.6-1.2m, features less than 1.5m or so wide can sometimes be difficult to 
discern. Cemeteries thus pose a challenge to satellite investigations since an individual 
tombstone might provide a lateral extent well under a meter. However, relatively large 
fields of burial monuments are discernible in satellite imagery, as they produce patterns of 
light and shadow that result in a stippling effect on the terrain or, in some cases, a jagged 
effect very distinct from the surrounding ground cover.

In cases where sites could not be confidently located with precision on archival or modern 
historical satellite resources, that is, in cases when CHW was unable to locate the sites and 
obtain visual proof of their existence, we designated them as “unlocated”. We assessed 
30 of the 146 entities in our dataset (20%) as unlocated. If any of them come to be located 
following the completion of this report, we will update our results.

Figure 4. KH-9 Hexagon satellite image showing the destroyed Rzaqulu Bey Mausoleum near the village of Dudukchu (Khojavend district) on July 3, 1980.
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CONDITION ASSESSMENT

CHW’s assessments are based on visual comparisons between the condition of sites as visible in historical 
baseline imagery and in recent satellite imagery, photographs, and videos. It is important to emphasize 
that our assessments refer to the structural condition of heritage sites, as this can be determined from 
satellite images and the other image sources available to us. Certain forms of damage, such as the 
elimination of inscriptions or decorative elements, bullet holes, decay, and erosion are beyond the scope 
of this investigation. We used seven assessment categories, defined as follows:

Unchanged denotes a heritage site that has not changed appreciably since the late Soviet period. 
To qualify as unchanged, a site must have maintained the same structural form between the First 
and Second Nagorno-Karabakh wars, even if time and neglect have allowed it to fall into some minor 
disrepair. In most cases, heritage sites that are unchanged are well-preserved (see Site Inventory). But the 
assessment category also includes mosques or mausolea that were already damaged in the late Soviet 
years, such as Yenikend Tomb (N.393), Sharifan Mausoleum and Tomb (N.394 and N.1824), Boyahmadli 
Mosque (N.4054), Shykhlar Mausoleum (N.4166), Garghabazar Mausoleum (N.4213), Garygyshlag Mosque 
(N.4733), two mausolea in Shusha (N.5042, NA.20), Mir Mehdi Khazani Mausoluem (NA.04), and a Tomb in 
Aghdam (NA.30). These sites are unchanged as they do not appear to have suffered any further damage 
while under the administration of the unrecognized NKR.

Indications of Minor Damage include impacts to exterior facades or decorative elements but the 
structural integrity of the building or site remains preserved (e.g., Aghdam Mosque, N.2020, Gurjulu 
Maosoleum, N.307, Gochahmadli Mosque, N.4233, Chol Gala Mosque, N.5103). Other forms of minor 
damage include a small hole in a roof (Kar Gunbaz Mausoleum, N.312, Abdal Mosque, NA.09), damage 
to a wall (Mammadbeyli Mausoleum, N.391), or limited encroachment on the territory of a cemetery 
(N.5751).

An assessment of Major Damage indicates that a heritage site has sustained significant impacts since 
the late Soviet years that have compromised its architectural integrity. In the case of mosques, major 
damage typically entailed the removal of roofs, which resulted in significant impacts on the structure 
and its interior (e.g., Dashkasan Mosque, N.4172, Gejagozlu Mosque, N.4223, Qajar Mosque, N.4216). In 
the case of mausolea, major damage denotes significant impacts to the dome, roof, and sometimes the 
walls of the structure (e.g., Melik Ajdar Mausoleum, N.311, Panah Ali Khan Mausoleum, N.4027, Khanazur 
Mausoleum, NA.15). Major damage to historic cemeteries denotes the visible disturbance of tombstones 
or excavations in the territory of the site that clearly impact buried remains (e.g., Papravand Cemetery, 
N.5750, Karkhulu Cemetery, N.5791, Imarat Cemetery, NA.25).

CHW assesses locations as Destroyed when virtually nothing remains of a heritage site that was still 
standing in the late Soviet years. It has either been stripped to its foundations (e.g., Papy Mosque, N.4171, 
Pirahmadli Mosque, N.4239); completely erased (Mardinli Mosque, N.5077; Haji Yusifli Mosque, N.5089; 
Julfalar Mosque, N.5092; mausoleum in Aghdam, NA.26); burned (Garaaghach Cemetery, NA.27); or 
reduced to rubble (such as three mausolea in Aghdam, N.4056, N.4057, N.4058, the Haji Alakbar Mosque 
N.4208, Sary Masyg Mausoleum, N.4726, Kocharli Mosque, N.5145, Rzaqulu Mausoleum, NA.02). 

A limited number of sites were Renovated to serve a different purpose, as was the case at the Taza 
Mahalla Mosque (N.347) and the Saatli Mosque (N.355).

Only a single site in CHW’s database was Restored such that the building was repaired while retaining its 
original function: the Upper Govhar Agha Mosque (N.344).

In some cases, CHW was unable to make a determination concerning the changing condition of the 
heritage site with the sources of evidence available to us. These sites were classified as Indeterminate. 

SITE 
DIRECTORY

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f9f70834492c4908829387bd7993f83a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/aa7b55e6bdca4913bdc8b8a93a669fed
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5484965ef2cd429bbd21562b26a22e89
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2290d2c21fea4b04ba21adfeb54c190d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9ac12913033a46d29fb27931b221d5e2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/80b324ff57174232afe2850f7434daad
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38664c0272514dd9a21534bfafb82ebf


SITE DIRECTORY

40 41

Khachin-Darbatli Mausoleum (N.5)
Mirali Mausoleum (N.205)
Khojaly Mausoleum (N.252)
Damirchilar Mausoleum No.2 (N.309)
Yenikend Tomb (N.393)
Sharifan Mausoleum (N.394; N.1824)
Ibrahim Khalil Khan Mausoleum (N.4028)
Mehdigulu Khan Javanshir Mausoleum 
(N.4029)
Boyahmadli Mosque (N.4054)
Mausoleum (N.4055)
Khubyarly Mausoleum - Round Mausoleum 
(N.4164)
Khubyarly Mausoleum - Octagonal 
Mausoleum (N.4165)
Shykhlar Mausoleum - Round Mausoleum 
(N.4166)
Dagh Tumas Mausoleum (N.4169)
Chalabilar Mosque (N.4170)
Haji Giyaseddin Mosque (N.4212)
Garghabazar Mausoleum (N.4213)
Juma Mosque (N.4220)
Imamzadeh Mausoleum (N.4222)

Yukhary Seyidahmadli Mausoleum (N.4226)
Sardarli Mosque (N.4231)
Garadaghly Mosque (N.4237)
Damirchilar Mosque (N.4703)
Dondarly Mosque (N.4704)
Khodzhamusakhly Mausoleum (N.4708)
Yusifbeyli Mosque (N.4709)
Khalaj Mosque (N.4714)
Garygyshlag Mosque (N.4733)
Mausoleum (N.5042)
Haji Abbas Mosque (N.5073)
Seyidli Mosque (N.5151)
Mamay Mosque (N.5166)
Jijimli Mosque (NA.03) 
Mir Mehdi Khazani Mausoleum (NA.04)
Mausoleum (NA.11)
Mausoleum (NA.20)
Mausoleum (NA.21)
Mausoleum (NA.22)
Mausoleum (NA.23)
Tomb (NA30)
Shahbulaq Mosque (NA32)

UNCHANGED SITES

MINOR DAMAGE SITES
Aghdam Mosque (N.202)
Gurjulu Mausoleum (N.307)
Kar Gunbaz Mausoleum (N.312)
Mammadbeyli Mausoleum (N.391)
Cemetery (N.1454)

Gochahmadli Mosque (N.4233)
Chol Gala Mosque (N.5103)
Cemetery (N.5751)
Abdal Mosque (NA.09)

MAJOR DAMAGE SITES
Melik Ajdar Mausoleum (N.311)
Lower Govhar Agha Mosque (N.345)
Vagif Mausoleum (N.367)
Panah Ali Khan Mausoleum (N.4027)
Mosque (N.4046)

Giyasly Mosque (N.4052)
Dashkasan Mosque (N.4172)
Suleymanly Mosque (N.4174)
Dadali Mosque (N.4214)
Qajar Mosque (N.4216)

Merdinli Mosque (N.4217)
Mosque (N.4221)
Gejagozlu Mosque (N.4223)
Karakhanbeyli Mosque (N.4240)
Boyunakyar Mausoleum (N.4710)
Mirlar Mosque (N.4712)
Mamar Mosque (N.4713)
Mosque (N.4716)
Pichanis Mosque (N.4736)
Chukhur Mahalla Mosque (N.5068)
Khoja Marjanli Mosque (N.5137)
Zangilan Mosque (N.5287)
Malatkeshin Mosque (N.5288)
Girag Mushlan Mosque (N.5289)
Cemetery (N.5750)

Cemetery (N.5791)
Mosque (NA.01)
Shafibeyli Mosque (NA.05)
Babayli Mosque (NA.06)
Genlik Mosque (NA.07)
Udgun Mosque (NA.08)
Yusifjanly Mosque (NA.10)
Gulably Mosque (NA.12)
Shikhbabaly Mosque (NA.13)
Merzili Mosque (NA.14)
Khanazur Mausoleum (NA.15)
Razdara Mosque (NA.16)
Bashlibel Mosque (NA.17)
Imarat Cemetery (NA.25)

DESTROYED SITES
Mausoleum (N.4044)
Bashsyz Mosque (N.4045)
Mausoleum (N.4056)
Mausoleum (N.4057)
Ughurlu Bey Mausoleum (N.4058)
Papy Mosque (N.4171)
Haji Alakbar Mosque (N.4208)
Pirahmadli Mosque (N.4239)

Sary Ashyg Mausoleum (N.4726)
Mardinli Mosque (N.5077)
Haji Yusifli Mosque (N.5089)
Julfalar Mosque (N.5092)
Kocharli Mosque (N.5145)
Rzaqulu Bey Mausoleum (NA.02)
Mausoleum (NA.26)
Garaaghach Cemetery (NA.27)

RENOVATED SITES
Taza Mahalla Mosque (N.347) Saatli Mosque (N.355)

RESTORED SITES
Upper Govhar Agha Mosque (N.344)

INDETERMINATE SITES
Damirchilar Mausoleum No.1 (N.308)
Mausoleum (N.4043)
Malibeyli Mosque (N.5056)
Cemetery (N.5795)

Ashyg Cemetery (N.5923)
Cemetery (NA.18)
Cemetery (NA.19)

DIRECTORY OF ASSESSED SITES
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c520ef17d314832a11cf22160c1ccb4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/58ee14167a95465988e5c9420e7ed6aa
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/91d250a9f903423784d5e9206aff169a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2ab56724eb114aec95ce511e516565c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c75a6c0a9ca2423cb4bbd716e3b94315
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/aec5c02ae39549539adf00037508fdcb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3bfceb05655a4de481c4bd6921b6bb1d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c2fd7f7f2b24beea532c39b3cde394a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4c27180b2700429a9078bd542092c4c8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d74bd966364f46cc83e0579f8765b438
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/db98c34ce1414cd3a7bf905ae353e159
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8c59d8e1618d40bb81a4d3d2c64837cd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d7ec79b78897413a84684ece85a16b72
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c6a8dba5d3ca4f058992cbe42f8684eb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6600ca34fc514ef6bdaca65b7b55bdf0
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c142dd5914ef42f591b751bce85aee5e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3dd7506c21d745999eda4f4bb332b6fc
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/82a4f4080cca4e7e866088d775c67463
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0bc1c5a7d56741669ea8b023aeec0477
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6e71e90d61844ac1ac1373f8f6f1e08a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b336387f53124d30a42d3534b1122b70
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/02cff071a2b5437baba023b892144e50
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adc75987fdd3460db15c95615d2559cb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f26ed6bd22a2415fafda496ba79c0dfe
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7f5971450dbc4e7a9796b682715a8751
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/edf1ed29e02045b89dbf93c784dcea55
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f8a1ac2d5c5b4759b38d380db5a963d3
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98b474e61bd244a7812bbe8cbbf3b3ae
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f116d9c9a72543c7bf5a6eae6e6cc63b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4f97c09921e74a7495fc345e72f87b63
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/dc94ede5c60b440789abc283dd67f66b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/34f12ae403de4325b67efeee79fabeeb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/24768fc40dbe4a8296edd7f42d09374e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/791db87c098a4aac93a49282fa566ed9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1b390b15c4d5468ab44ce3456ba3a881
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1eb80f0db26c42aca77cf95d7003c8dd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38fff39f07aa48e5a53e0edae7238220
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/70f779e739434087816b733fde9fd59b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e06803f55da54fb9baf9625375894464
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c5d3d00c93174c4b8613c286009d90a8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/bb1ebb3ec584475fafc962f5462bce28
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72dae2f60d244a7782d519c4a26c0ebd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c0028ca94f6e4cf598432f1a8338c766
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4325787c765e4312acb8384166dec5d9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6d6b55706d4645de9f6dd7536c74d38f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98010091027c4894952b9f86dcbb41c6
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e183b71cbaa7461b8f15740fc80b19b4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/be79b329ead541d285a5597f6036b8d2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c910d70dc0947058509b3ebb18954b8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/35cad10c72ef45b590e6d43d92efd31a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4d53d39369ec488bbeaeb90452fc2804
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9455b67062f84db5a5f2246ed5f6db3c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23d67084255945c3b0de4f2c934f9739
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38664c0272514dd9a21534bfafb82ebf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/61faf2db5bdf4b90b9de1cffbd1ee7c5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7b870c805d034b98a177253ea934bd09
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c558cf77f264e9eb216082018ff5fa5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d37bccee71414ebb8a524232472832c2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/54c9bb61687b48aca6a0ea62d2a02f44
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/942933d5ab3b42a3af03caf127ccc2c7
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0fe47b64fab5492782798f8f00631589
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The list below includes the 29 sites in CHW’s database that we were not able to geolocate for this 
investigation. In each case, we explain the obstacles we faced in locating the sites in the hopes 
that this information can assist others in their eventual geolocation. We invite public input, and 
will make every effort to incorporate newly geolocated heritage sites into our analysis if the evi-
dence provided meets the rigorous standards of our research. 

Heydar Mausoleum (N.340)
District: Shusha
City: Shusha
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 340, no date provided)

Geolocation: Although the official list indicates that Heydar Mausoleum is of “national signifi-
cance”, CHW was unable to find images or publications that would allow us to geolocate it. The 
mausoleum might correspond to one of the three mausolea northeast of Shusha (NA.20; NA.21; 
NA.22). Notably, this mausoleum is not included on the AzSSR 1988 list of heritage sites, known 
as “Resolution No 145 of the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan SSR dated April 27, 1988, on 
the approval of the historical and cultural monuments of the Azerbaijan SSR subject to state 
protection.”

Tomb (N. 4030)
District: Agdam
City: Agdam
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4030, undated tomb)

Geolocation: According to the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, this is a 15th-century structure. Without detailed locational information or photographic 
evidence, CHW was unable to locate the tomb, but it might correspond to one in the Imarat 
Cemetery of Agdam (NA.30).

Mausoleum (N. 4051)
District: Aghdam
Village: Maqsudlu
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4051, 18th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mausoleum (N. 4059)
District: Aghdam
Location: Garaaghach Cemetery
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4059, 19th c.)

Geolocation: CHW located and obtained visual evidence of three other mausolea (N.4056; 
N.4057; N.4058) in this cemetery, and identified this mausoleum on a 1:50K scale topographic 
map of 1981. But the mausoleum is not visible on either KH9 Hexagon imagery or on satellite 
images of the early 2000s. We were thus not able to assess its condition.

Mosque (N.4173)
District: Jabrayil
Villahe: Mazra
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4173, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mosque (N.4205)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Qorqan
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4205, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mosque (N.4225)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Yukhary Veysalli
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4225, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mosque (N.4227)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Ashaghy Dilagharda
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4227, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mosque (N.4228)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Gochahmadli
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4228, 18th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mausoleum (N.4238)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Zuzary Divanalylar
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4238, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

DIRECTORY OF UNLOCATED SITES

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a166ecd107ad4c4089ea498247bac088
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b86ba453bf9549649400571f2eb644cb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/99d8b4bb97cc4fdeaf0cb35b61318da7
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/66a29de8f94a45e3abda2d57dcf6789e
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e06803f55da54fb9baf9625375894464
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c5d3d00c93174c4b8613c286009d90a8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
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Mausoleum (N. 4317)
District: Khojavend
Town: Khojavand
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4317, 17th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mausoleum (N. 4352)
District: Khojavend
Village: Dollar
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4352, 12-14th c. )

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum.

Mausoleum (N. 4354)
District: Khojavend
Village: Khatek

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mausoleum. Interestingly, there is no Khatek village in the Khojavend district. 
This mausoleum might correspond to Rzaqulu Bey Mausoleum (NA.02) located in the village of 
Dudukchu in the same district. 

Javanshir Mausoleum (N. 4706)
District: Qubadli
Location: Yazy duzu
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4706, 14th c.)

Geolocation: Two academic publications (Salamzade 1964, 53; Shcheblykin 1947, 160-161) 
mention this mausoleum as an already ruined structure. Moreover, one of those publications 
(Shcheblykin 1947, 160-161) mentions the existence of a large cemetery around the mausoleum. 
The mausoleum may be located cemetery N.1454. However, since it is a ruined structure and 
there are no photographs or videos, CHW was unable to determine a precise location.

Mosque (N. 4711)
District: Qubadli
Village: Mollaly
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4711, 18th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the mosque.

Soltan Baba Mausoleum (N.4729)
District: Lachin
Village: Zeyva
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4729, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mausoleum.

Sheykh Ahmad Mausoleum (N. 4730)
District: Lachin
Village: Zeyva
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4730, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mausoleum.

Mausoleum (N. 4731)
District: Lachin
Village: Zeyva
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4731, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mausoleum.

"Aghbakht kheyr" Mausoleum (N. 4743)
District: Lachin
Village: Ahmadli
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 4743)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mausoleum.

Guyulug Mosque (N. 5146)
District: Shusha
City: Shusha
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5146, 18th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mosque.

Mosque (N. 5292)
District: Zangilan
Village: Mushlan
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5292, 19th c.)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable to 
locate the mosque.

Cemetery (N.5790)
District: Jabrayil
City: Jabrayil
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5790)

45

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c910d70dc0947058509b3ebb18954b8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f77516945455497a9b2218ba12dbf4a6
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Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the cemetery.

Cemetery (N.5792)
District: Jabrayil
Village: Sirik
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5792)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the cemetery.

Cemetery (N.5793)
District: Jabrayil
Location: Diridagh Mount
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5793)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the cemetery.

Cemetery (N. 5844)
District: Kurdamir
Location: 5-6km from Kasapet village
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5844)

Geolocation: According to the list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the cemetery is 
located 5-6km from Kasapet village in Kurdamir district. However, the village of Kasapet is in the 
Tartar district. Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the cemetery.

Cemetery (N. 5924)
District: Lachin
Village: Abdallar
Source: List of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No 5924)

Geolocation: Without detailed locational information or photographs/videos, CHW was unable 
to locate the cemetery.

Mosque (NA.8)
District: Zangilan
Town: Minjivan
Source: Karabakh Center project

Geolocation: CHW was unable to locate the mosque, although a photograph was disseminated 
by Karabakh Center.

Mosque (NA.9)
District: Zangilan
Village: Saryl
Source: Karabakh Center project

Geolocation: CHW was unable to locate the mosque, although a photograph was disseminated 
by Karabakh Center.

Mosque (NA.10)
District: Fuzuli
Village: Ishikhly
Source: Karabakh Center project

Geolocation: CHW was unable to locate the mosque, although a photograph was disseminated 
by Karabakh Center.

Mosque (NA.16)
District: Aghdam
Village: Khirdirli
Source: Karabakh Center project

Geolocation: CHW was unable to locate the mosque, although a photograph was disseminated 
by Karabakh Center.
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KHACHIN-DARBATLI MAUSOLEUM Site N.5
40.03297500N / 46.816954E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Located in the village of 
Khachin-Darbatli, Khachin-Darbatli 
Mausoleum (also known as Kutlu 
Musa Mausoleum) is on the list 
of heritage sites of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5) as 
a 14th century monument (RALH 
2001; Useinov et al. 1963, 149).

Designed by architect Ustad Sha-
henzi, the mausoleum was built 
in 1314. According to some Soviet 
and Azerbaijani scholars, the mau-
soleum reflects the relationship 
between the art of the Muslim and 
Christian regions of the Near East, 
southern Caucasus, and Asia Minor 
in its architecture and ornamenta-
tion. In particular, the decoration 
of the entrance and the design of 
the columns resemble elements 
of church architecture. In addition, 
images of engraved animals on the edges of the structure represent a departure from the 
decorative approaches on monuments of Azerbaijan and somewhat resemble the ornamen-
tation of Geghard and Saghmosavank monasteries in Armenia. The mausoleum extends the 
creative relationships that find earlier expression in the mausoleum of Julfa (Jugha) in Nakh-
chivan (Useinov, et al. 1963, 153-156; Bretanitskii and Veimarn, 1976; Bretanitskii et al. 1942).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery of August 1977 (see right, top) and satellite imagery 
captured in September 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the 
mausoleum is unchanged. Numerous images and videos post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War confirm that the monument is well-preserved.

Status: Unchanged

The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1989 (see p. 50).

GEOLOCATION

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f6a4f26df8fe49179d0af7c069ee1116
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728201409/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+LPLl0QtKCxeBctLhHz5zjQQpnoSLzD7dWcaOSi4G.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sAPUe1N2jE&t=104s
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Useinov, et al. 1963
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: RAA 2010;  Useinov, et al. 1963

The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map 
of 1989 (General Staff of the Soviet 
Army, K-38-142-G, 1:50,000).
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AGHDAM MOSQUE Site N.202
39.99331435N / 46.93158596E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Aghdam Mosque (or Juma Mosque) is on the 
list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azer-
baijan (inventory No. 202) with a construction 
date of 1868 (RAHL 2001). 

The mosque was conceived by Karbalayi 
Safikhan Karabakhi, the most prominent 
architect of Karabakh. The prayer hall has a 
traditional square-shape design surrounded 
by four columns (for the plan, see here). Three 
rows of niches on the east and west sides of 
the prayer hall expand the area of the hall 
and give it a rectangular shape. In the middle 
of the southern wall of the prayer hall is a tall 
mihrab niche. The top of the side niches is in 
the form of a balcony facing the interior and is 
designed for women's prayer. Windows in the 
middle of the side porches and on the sides of 
the mihrab alcove light the hall. The mosque 
was renovated in 1913 (RAMC nd; Garabaghli 
1995). 

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated 
August 1977 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in May 2019 (right, bottom) shows 
that the overall structure and shape of the 
mosque is unchanged. Only the modern roof-
ing, which was installed in the Soviet period, 
has been removed. The traditional domed 
roof as well as the walls and minarets remain 
intact. Numerous images (see Image Gallery) 
and videos  pre- and post-dating the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War also confirm that the 
monument is well-preserved. But the mosque 
has sustained minor damage since 1992. A 
photograph of that date shows that the facing 
of the exterior walls, which is now damaged in 
places, was in good condition at that time.

At some point prior to the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War, the mosque was used for keeping 
animals, as evidenced by photographs (a, b, c).

Status: Minor damage

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5da017956b1f41f3a78f49f0966eb5d8
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Agdam_Mosque_2021.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20230119183313/http://web2.anl.az:81/read/img.php?bibid=36176&pno=15.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bixvb5AK0M
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shakhsey-vakhsey_in_Agdam_for_victims_of_Khojaly_massacre_3.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210928073959/https://scwra.gov.az/upload/images/ef36a362861b954914fd2d92ae178279.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210928074152/https://scwra.gov.az/upload/images/d3ebe8639fece3da3d64a253b0fe65e1.png
https://web.archive.org/web/20140729062815/http://1news.az/uploads/images/18556020.jpg
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons
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GEOLOCATION
The mosque is marked on a 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1981.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons

The mosque on a 1:50K scale map 
of 1981 (General Staff of the Soviet 
Army, J-38-10-B, 1:50,000).
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MIRALI MAUSOLEUM Site N.205
39.69736500N / 47.197892E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Located in the village of Ashaghy Veysalli (Fuzuli 
district), Mirali Mausoleum is on the list of heri-
tage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (invento-
ry No. 215) as a 14th century monument (RAHL 
2001; Bretanitski and Salamzade 1951; AAEN 
1947; Useinov, et al. 1963, 146).

In folklore, it is known as the Mirali (Mir Ali) 
Mausoleum. A conical roof with carefully fitted 
stone slabs serves as a covering for the spher-
ical dome of the mausoleum. The inner space 
consists of a burial vault and an upper chamber 
(for the plan of the mausoleum see Image Gal-
lery).  A characteristic feature of the monument 
is the internal stepped passage from the upper 
chamber to the burial vault. A dome covers the 
square lower room. The deep niches located on 
the sides of the central square give the vault a 
cruciform shape. Under the window, there is a 
small flat niche, apparently serving as a mihrab. 
In the absence of inscriptions, the mausoleum is 
dated on stylistic grounds to the end of the 13th 
or beginning of the 14th century (Useinov, et al. 
1963, 148).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in October 2020 (right, bottom) shows 
that the overall structure and shape of the 
mausoleum is unchanged. Numerous images 
and videos post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War also confirm that the monument is well-preserved. But recent photographic evidence  
shows that there is minor damage in the eastern part of the monument that appears to have 
resulted from its position on the line of contact during the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50,000 scale topographic map of 1973 (see p. 58).

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4f2bb81af3bd4c1ba3a2c8eb34fd9163
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728201858/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+wtLuasc7vN1g3NMMzLCXlJvENekrgeUaHMpstHDb.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB0LvOU1Y3Y
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728202013/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+YvsCesq8bGaAO0owdzWow4ShIsgP8WIT6TsBnfIK.jpg
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: AAEN 1947; Useinov, et al. 1963; Bretanitski and Salamzade 1951.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image: AAEN 1947

The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map of 
1973 (General Staff of the Soviet Army, 
J-38-11-V, 1:50,000)
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KHOJALY MAUSOLEUM Site N.252
39.90791700N / 46.793089E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Khojaly Mausoleum is included on the list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inven-
tory No. 252) (RAHL 2001; Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 14).

The mausoleum is located to the north of the main kurgan field of Khojaly, close to the bank of 
the Khojaly River. It was damaged during the civil war of the early 20th century. The outer tiling 
of the mausoleum was already stripped in the 1920s. The cladding that survived on one of the 
walls reveals that it was covered with white limestone and reddish stone. The mausoleum has 
a conical dome. Above the entrance is a crescent and an octagonal rosette or star. Inside the 
mausoleum, there is an 8-sided rosette. A grave on the southern side of the mausoleum bears a 
well-preserved Arabic inscription, according to which Abu Bakr bin Dawud (Hijri 768; 1366-1367 
AD) was buried there. 

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery of August 1980 (right, top) and satellite imagery 
captured in September 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mausoleum 
is unchanged. An image dated November, 2, 2017 also confirms that the mausoleum is well-pre-
served.

Status: Unchanged

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/07bb5c5b6bdf4c3998274915fdf4fc81
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D5%84%D5%A6%D5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9,_%D4%BB%D5%BE%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%B5%D5%A1%D5%B6.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D5%84%D5%A6%D5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9,_%D4%BB%D5%BE%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%B5%D5%A1%D5%B6.jpg
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: RAA 2010, 18.
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GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1952.

IMAGE GALLERY

Image: RAA 2010, 19.

Plan and sketch of the mausoleum

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map 
of 1952 (Main Department of Geodesy 
and Cartography under the Council 
of the Ministers of USSR, Khojaly, 
1:25,000)



64 65

SITE INVENTORY

GURJULU MAUSOLEUM Site N.307
39.42237600N / 46.461916E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Gurjulu Mausoleum, located in the 
village of Gurjulu (Qubadli district), is 
listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
registry of heritage sites (inventory 
No. 307) as dating to the 17th century 
(RAHL 2001).

This unique octagonal mausoleum is 
distinctive for the transition from its 
octagonal body to 16-sided dome. In 
the mausoleum, we see the preser-
vation of the traditional method of 
decorating the entrance in the form 
of a small opening. In the absence of 
inscriptions, dating can be based only 
on the monuments architectural fea-
tures. The clearest dating element is 
the door frame in the form of a small 
relief portal. This technique is typical of 
the 17th century, as is the shape of the 
arches that complete the frame. Schol-
ars assign the mausoleum to the 17th 
or 18th centuries (Useinov et al. 1963, 
277-278; Salamzade 1964, 52-53).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 1980 (right, top) and sat-
ellite imagery captured in September 
2019 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the mausoleum is unchanged. A 
video and images (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also confirm that the monu-
ment retains its structural integrity. But the dome and facing stones have sustained minor damage 
since the Soviet period (c, d).

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mausoleum through a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b8002ba2fa8b4bcf8373393e1923bfee
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/az/b/b0/G%C3%BCrc%C3%BCl%C3%BC_t%C3%BCrb%C9%99si.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvTk0NPX9Zw
https://web.archive.org/web/20221012061649/https://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/3/1000x669/w_1716655515061155262031_1000x669.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221012063222/http://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/3/1000x669/w_17166555150646098831_1000x669.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/az/b/b0/G%C3%BCrc%C3%BCl%C3%BC_t%C3%BCrb%C9%99si.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210709001607/https:/scontent.fevn6-2.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.6435-9/89101670_508977476715703_4530332362814259200_n.jpg?_nc_cat=102&ccb=1-3&_nc_sid=973b4a&_nc_ohc=8iidt0aUwbwAX_BPTfj&_nc_ht=scontent.fevn6-2.fna&oh=0ee92a941198098a92592328d5d4c0a9&oe=60ED336F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvTk0NPX9Zw
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image: Useinov, et al. 1963, 279
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image: Wikimedia Commons; 

The mausoleum in the Soviet era

Sketch of the mausoleum

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/az/b/b0/G%C3%BCrc%C3%BCl%C3%BC_t%C3%BCrb%C9%99si.jpg
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DAMIRCHILAR MAUSOLEUM NO.1 Site N.308
39.31577096N / 46.60037289 E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Damirchilar Mausoleum Number 1, located in the 
village of Damirchilar (Qubadli district), is on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory 
No. 308) as an architectural monument of the 14th  
century (RAHL 2001; Useinov, et al. 1963, 158).

The mausoleum is located in an orchard on the left 
bank of a small stream that flows near the village of 
Damirchilar. It is octagonal with a width of 1.9m, and 
rests on a two-course socle made of large stones. The 
outer surfaces of all eight faces are covered with shal-
low niches and tri-lobed semicircular arches. In the 
center of the arches of the eastern and western faces is 
a small, narrow window. In the northern façade, there 
is a doorway covered with a single large stone. The blu-
ish-gray stones of the cornice create the impression of 
an encircling belt, serving as a line between the dome 
and the structure's main volume. The mausoleum is 
covered with an octagonal dome. Facing slabs have 
survived in places on the edges of the dome. The walls of the interior are made of finely hewn 
stone. In the southern wall, there is a mihrab in the form of a small, shallow niche. On the west-
ern wall, near the base of the dome, there is a stone carved with an image of the sun. The same 
image is on the outer southwestern face in the form of a round rosette covered with pointed 
petals. The dome rests directly on the cornice, capped by a stone in the shape of a polygonal 
rosette. The internal height of the mausoleum from the floor to the top of the dome is 4.5m. 
There are no inscriptions on the exterior or interior. Scholars have dated the structure to the 
13th-14th centuries (Shcheblykin 1947, 158-159; Useinov, et al. 1963, 159). 

The mausoleum is not clearly visible on KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top), 
which makes it difficult to assess its condition in the late Soviet years. Images and videos 
post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War show that the dome of the mausoleum is dam-
aged. This impact on the structure is not discernible on the available satellite imagery. Given the 
absence of late Soviet images of the monument, it is impossible to determine whether the dam-
age took place before or after the First Nagorno-Karabakh War. The dome of the mausoleum 
appears in its damaged condition in a book published in 2010 (RAA 2010, 24; see Image Gallery). 
It is possible that the damage took place after the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, but without late 
Soviet imagery, this cannot be determined with certainty. CHW therefore assesses the status of 
the monument as indeterminate. It has either remained unchanged since the late Soviet years 
or has sustained minor damage. 

On satellite imagery captures in April 2016 (right, bottom) the mausoleum appears to be in good 
condition. It appears to have remained in this condition until the second Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (see p. 71).

Status: Indeterminate

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/61faf2db5bdf4b90b9de1cffbd1ee7c5
https://web.archive.org/web/20210709014647/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+gfrAUaWTzSYlv9btE1DuYrS4aOsiyeyz6XhnBmyx.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htF97ScdVFw&t=877s
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GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a video and an image post-dating the Second Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images: RAA 2010, 24.

A 1963 plan and sketch of the mausoleum

Image: Useinov, et al. 1963, 158.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htF97ScdVFw&t=877s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210709014647/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+gfrAUaWTzSYlv9btE1DuYrS4aOsiyeyz6XhnBmyx.jpg
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DAMIRCHILAR MAUSOLEUM NO.2 Site N.309
39.31436300N / 46.60442E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Damirchilar Mausoleum Number 2, located in 
the village of Damirchilar (Qubadli district), is 
listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry 
of heritage sites (inventory No. 309) as dating 
to the 14th-century (RAHL 2001; AAEN 1947).

The mausoleum is located on the flat slope of 
a hill on the right bank of the Hakari River, be-
tween the villages of Damirchilar and Dond-
arly. The sides of the octagonal mausoleum 
measure 2.03m on the exterior. The mauso-
leum stands on a socle consisting of two rows 
of masonry. In the eastern and western walls 
there are small windows. In the northern wall 
there is a rectangular doorway. A rectangu-
lar frame with beveled planes surrounds the 
entrance topped by a lancet arch. At a height 
of 6.91m from the ground level, the walls are 
surmounted by a cornice resembling that 
of Mausoleum No.1, and made of the same 
grayish-blue stone. The pyramidal outer cov-
ering is lined with stone slabs of various sizes. 
Stones also line the structure's interior. 3.9m 
above the floor, a row of stones slightly pro-
trudes from the plane of the walls. A cornice 
runs above this row, repeating on a smaller 
scale the pattern of the profile of the outer cornice. In the southern wall there is a small, slightly 
recessed lancet niche, decorated on the outside with a pattern of semicircles carved on stones. 
The interior height of the mausoleum is 6.2m. Based on the design of the mausoleum, the mon-
ument can be attributed approximately to the 13th-14th centuries (Shcheblykin 1947, 159-160).

CHW compared the KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2022  (right, bottom) to determine that the overall condition of the 
mausoleum is unchanged. Videos (a, b) and images (c, d) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War further confirm that the monument is well-preserved. While some of the tile facing is 
missing, this was already the case at the time of a 1947 publication (Shcheblykin 1947, 159-160).  
Moreover, the ceramic inclusions in the matrix of the dome, visible in this video, is already men-
tioned in the same Soviet-era work.

Status: Unchanged

73

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/74ded325e95349cf9a5e9d43098920f5
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mausoleum_in_Damirchilar_village_of_Qubadli_DIstrict,_Azerbaijan.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/61faf2db5bdf4b90b9de1cffbd1ee7c5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mev5VCAEpRY&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htF97ScdVFw&t=419s
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mausoleum_in_Damirchilar_village_of_Qubadli_DIstrict,_Azerbaijan.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mausoleum_in_Damirchilar_village_of_Qubadli_District,_Azerbaijan.jpg
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GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 scale topographic maps from 1956 and 
1974.

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map of 1956 (General Staff of 
the Soviet Army, J-38-34-A-a, 1:25,000)

The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map of 1974 (General Staff of 
the Soviet Army, J-38-34-A, 1:50,000)

IMAGE GALLERY
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MELIK AJDAR MAUSOLEUM Site N.311
39.51214600N / 46.512862E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Melik Ajdar Mausoleum, located in the village of Jijimli (Lachin district), is listed on the Republic 
of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 311) as dating to the 14th century (RAHL 
2001; AAEN 1947).

According to Salamzade's (Useinov et al. 1963) classification of 12th-15th c. mausolea, this oc-
tahedral mausoleum is distinctive. The mausoleum exterior was lined with large cleanly hewn 
slabs. The diameter of the cornice is significantly less than that of the base, creating a tapered 
profile. Above the cornice rises a parabolic cover. On the north side is a small entrance framed 
with ribbons of embossed rosettes. The interior is sparingly lit by four small rectangular win-
dows located at the base of the dome. 

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated August 1977 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured on June 8, 2004 (right, bottom) shows that the dome of the mausoleum collapsed during 
that interval. The collapse of the dome is further confirmed by the comparison of a Soviet-peri-
od image with recent images (a, b) and video of the monument.

The mausoleum remained in the same condition in the period between June 2004 and April 
2022 (see p. 79).

Status: Major damage

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1b61379e7c9b493496cc7c7176656adb
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vanotca,_Mausoleum_of_Qara_Yusuf,_2013.08.27_-_panoramio_(1).jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011135340/https://armenianvandalism.preslib.az/photos/monuments/lachin-p1-03.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011135340/https://armenianvandalism.preslib.az/photos/monuments/lachin-p1-03.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20161017070609/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/49519304
https://web.archive.org/web/20161016164803/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/49519292
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lF09rxYpmC0&t=91s
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GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1955.

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map of 1955 (General Staff of the 
Soviet Army, J-38-22-A-v, 1:25,000)

IMAGE GALLERY

Image: Monument Watch

Image: AAO 1952; Useinov, et al. 1963.

https://monumentwatch.org/en/monument/the-islamic-mausoleums-of-vanotsa-tsakhkaberd/
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KAR GUNBAZ MAUSOLEUM Site N.312
39.51219500N / 46.513121E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Kar Gunbaz Mausoleum, located in the village of Jijimli (Lachin district), is listed on the Republic 
of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 312) as dating to the 17th or 18th century 
(RAHL 2001).

The mausoleum is located next to Melik Ajdar Mausoleum and was built, according to legend, 
by craftsmen from Armenia. The form of the monument resembles the two-storey chapels of 
Armenia and Georgia (Useinov, et al. 1963, 104). 

Hexagon imagery of the mausoleum dated August 1977 (p. 82, top) is not of sufficient resolution 
to determine whether the damage to the dome, visible in an undated Soviet-era photograph, 
took place before or after the late 1970s. A high-resolution satellite image captured in April 
2022 (p. 82, bottom) does show that the overall condition of the structure had not significantly 
changed since the Soviet-era photograph. Video and images (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War shows that the mausoleum has sustained additional minor damage, in-
cluding a hole in one side of the dome.

Status: Minor damage

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f34053bcbe99409bbd751eb891c48d65
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Melik_Ajdar_Mausoleum_1.png
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1b61379e7c9b493496cc7c7176656adb
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011135340/https://armenianvandalism.preslib.az/photos/monuments/lachin-p1-03.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdxjmUlv4vg&t=86s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210709023737/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+HvpRkbZ6ZmHU0wrQMZ2NWrgwQIcjMqVnzft1fZze.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Melik_Ajdar_Mausoleum_1.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Melik_Ajdar_Mausoleum_2.jpg
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GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1955.

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map of 1955 
(General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-22-A-v, 
1:25,000).

IMAGE GALLERY

Image: Panoramio
Images: Wikimedia Commons

https://web.archive.org/web/20161028180205/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/100418284
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UPPER GOVHAR AGHA MOSQUE Site N.344
39.76005791N / 46.75267026E
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The Republic of Azerbaijan's list 
of heritage sites describes the 
Upper Govhar Agha Mosque in 
Shusha (inventory No. 344) as 
originally founded in 1768-1769 
(RAHL 2001).

In 1883, on the site of a for-
mer mosque, prominent local 
architect Karbalayi Safikhan 
Karabakhi, with funding from 
Govhar Agha, constructed a 
new, fourth  Juma (Great Ca-
thedral) Mosque of Shusha. It 
appears that the architect used 
the foundations of the for-
mer mosque. A spacious iwan 
adorns almost the entire front 
of the northern facade. The 
arcade of the portico consists 
of three identical arches, rising 
almost to the entire height of 
the facade. Above the arches of 
the iwan is a long ribbon bear-
ing a Quranic inscription. The 
prayer hall is almost square, 
with balconies extending along 
its sides. In the middle of the ceiling are two small domes. Inside the shaft of the minaret, is a 
steep narrow spiral staircase, which leads to the upper platform of the muezzin. The staircases 
of the minarets are sparingly illuminated by slotted windows. The top of the shaft of the minaret 
is surrounded by a Quranic inscription (Avalov 1977, 55-57).  In the late Soviet era the mosque 
functioned as a museum.

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (righ, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in September 2002  (right, bottom) shows that the Soviet-era roofing was removed, likely some-
time after the First Nagorno-Karabakh War. As of 2002, the mosque remained in sound structur-
al condition.

By July 2013, the traditional domed roof of the mosque had again been covered with modern 
roofing. In 2019, the mosque was restored by authorities of the self-proclaimed Nagorno-Kara-
bakh Republic, as seen in the September 2020 satellite image (p. 87, bottom).

Status: Restored

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38664c0272514dd9a21534bfafb82ebf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yuxar%C4%B1_G%C3%B6vh%C9%99r_a%C4%9Fa_m%C9%99scidi_(65).jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veH79hjm9ag&t=112s
https://eurasianet.org/karabakhs-contentious-mosque-restoration
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GEOLOCATION

The location of the mosque is provided (in red) 
in a 1977 academic publication on the architec-
ture of Shusha city (Avalov 1977, 59).

IMAGE GALLERY
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LOWER GOVHAR AGHA MOSQUE Site N.345
39.76171408N / 46.75378513E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Lower Govhar Agha 
Mosque, located in the 
city of Shusha, is listed 
on the Republic of Azer-
baijan's registry of heri-
tage sites (inventory No. 
345) as dating to the 18th 
century (RAHL 2001).

In 1874-1875, the com-
plex of the Lower Govhar 
Agha Mosque was com-
pletely rebuilt and recon-
structed. Architect Karba-
layi Safikhan Karabakhi 
built both the  Upper  
and Lower Mosques with 
funding from Govhar 
Agha. Built according to 
the same architectural 
and planning principle, both of these Juma (cathedral) mosques have almost the same dimen-
sions. Both mosques are two-tiered, designed with a three-arched iwan arcade on the side of 
the main, northern facade. The middle arch of the Lower Govhar Agha Mosque is lancet-shaped, 
accentuating the front entrance. The three-nave, almost square double-height prayer hall is sur-
rounded by lancet vaults and covered by domes. Window openings were designed in the form 
of a bow arch. The round slender minarets of the Lower Mosque are made of bricks, the geo-
metric pattern formed into a repeatedly reproduced color inscription - "Allah". The main façade 
opens onto a vast rectangular courtyard of a U-shaped two-story madrasa, the yard facades of 
which are covered with deep two-tiered iwans along the entire perimeter (Avalov 1977, 60-62).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, bottom) shows that during this period the mosque itself re-
mained well-preserved, even as the accompanying structures (madrasa) to the north sustained 
major damage, likely between the early 1990s and 2002 (see the plan of the complex on p. 91).

Between September 2002 and September 2021, the mosque remained in the same condition 
(see p. 91).

Status: Major damage

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d63ad8cc207943a1a0b735344bd12af6
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shushi,_Mosque_Ashagi_(Lower)_Gevhar_Aga_-_panoramio.jpg
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GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using locational information (a fragment of the master plan of 
Shusha) provided in a 1977 academic study (Avalov 1977, 44) of the architecture of Shusha as 
well as recent images of the mosque (a, b, c).

Image: Wikimedia Commons

IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shusha_%E2%80%93_Ashagi_Govhar_Agha_mosque_%E2%80%93_minaret_4.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shusha_2010_mosque.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shusha_%E2%80%93_Ashagi_Govhar_Agha_mosque_%E2%80%93_minaret_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A%C5%9Fa%C4%9F%C4%B1_G%C3%B6vh%C9%99ra%C4%9Fa_m%C9%99scidinin_plan%C4%B1.jpg
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TAZA MAHALLA MOSQUE Site N.347
39.75676497N / 46.7533739E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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The Taza Mahalla mosque, located 
in the city of Shusha, is listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of 
heritage sites (inventory No. 347) as 
dating to the 18th century. There it 
appears as Mehmandarov's mansion 
complex, consisting of a mosque, 
small house, and large house (RAHL 
2001).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery dated July 1980 (below) with 
satellite imagery captured in Septem-
ber 2002 (right, top) shows that during this period the mosque remained well-preserved. The 
mosque remained in the same condition until February 2004. At some point between February 
2004 and July 2013, the mosque was renovated. In September 2014, the Nagorno-Karabakh 
authorities opened a geology museum in the mosque building (a, b), a function it held until the 
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (c, d) (right, bottom).

Status: Renovated

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a scholarly publication on the architecture of Shusha city 
(Avalov 1977, 71).

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9455b67062f84db5a5f2246ed5f6db3c
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taza_Mahalla_Mosque.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSVJjO-fZ8M
https://web.archive.org/web/20200126184026/https://artsakhpress.am/arm/news/4634/v-gorode-shushi-otkriylsya-muzeiy-geologii-imeni-akademika-ggabrielyanca.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es7Nunj3peQ
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711005437/https:/artsakh.news/am/news/210952
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SAATLI MOSQUE Site N.355
39.76265600N / 46.751076E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Located in the city of Shusha, the Saatli Mosque is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's official 
monument registry (inventory No. 355) as dating to the 18th century (RAHL 2001).

The Saatli Mosque stands out among the neighborhood mosques of Shusha. According to an 
inscription on the main facade, it was built by Karbalayi Safikhan Karabakhi in 1883. The Saatli 
Mosque is decorated with a brick, patterned minaret added after the initial construction. The 
high round minaret, visible from Bazaar Bashi Square, created a unique silhouette with its col-
ored vertical pattern (Avalov 1977, 77-80).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in September 2002 (right, bottom) shows that during this period the modern roofing of the 
mosque was removed. The traditional domed roof and the building as a whole remained in 
sound condition.

At some point between February 2004 and July 2013, the mosque was renovated and the tra-
ditional domed roof was again covered with modern roofing (see p. 96, top). The mosque re-
mained in this condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (see p. 96, bottom).

Status: Renovated

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23d67084255945c3b0de4f2c934f9739
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Շուշիի_Գյովհար_Աղայի_ներքին_մզկիթ_02.JPG
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SITE INVENTORY

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images and videos (a, b, c, d) pre- and post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D5%87%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B7%D5%AB%D5%AB_%D4%B3%D5%B5%D5%B8%D5%BE%D5%B0%D5%A1%D6%80_%D4%B1%D5%B2%D5%A1%D5%B5%D5%AB_%D5%B6%D5%A5%D6%80%D6%84%D5%AB%D5%B6_%D5%B4%D5%A6%D5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9_02.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saatli_Mosque_(37417030960).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%D5%84%D5%A6%D5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9_%D5%86%D5%A5%D6%80%D6%84%D5%AB%D5%B6.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuNtkEjt91Q&t=2658s
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saatli_Mosque_(37417030960).jpg
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VAGIF MAUSOLEUM Site N.367
39.75541600N / 46.758388E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Located in the city 
of Shusha, Vagif 
Mausoleum is listed 
on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's regis-
try of heritage sites 
(inventory No. 367) 
as built during the 
1970s on the grave 
of the 18th century 
Azerbaijani poet, 
Molla Panah Vagif 
(RAHL 2001).

The monument to 
Molla Panah Va-
gif was designed 
by Abdul Vahab 
Salamzadeh and 
Eldar Kanukov, 
using the tradi-
tional principles of 
Azerbaijani tower 
mausolea yet with 
a distinctly modern 
style. This square 
building reaches a height of 18m. A bust of the poet was installed inside. In the center of the 
white marble hall, a black marble sarcophagus was placed above the grave. The side walls of the 
hall were decorated with lines from the poet's poems. The facade was decorated with reddish 
granite. The exterior surface was composed of an anodized aluminum mesh supported by gran-
ite pillars. The architects abandoned the traditional archaic division of the internal space into 
tiers, instead creating a single open hall. Also noteworthy is the absence of a traditional dome. 
Instead, the designers employed a flat reinforced concrete roof (Avalov 1977, 99-100).

CHW compared a Hexagon image dated July 1980 (right, top) with an image captured in Sep-
tember 2002 (right, bottom). While the satellite imagery shows that the frame of the monument 
survived, images (a, b) and videos from the ground show that the mausoleum sustained major 
damage since the Soviet period, leaving only a skeletal structure. The mausoleum remained in 
this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (see p. 100). It has since been 
restored.

Status: Major damage

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c520ef17d314832a11cf22160c1ccb4
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Molla_vagif.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mausoleum_of_Azerbaijani_poet_Vagif_in_Shusha.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vagif_now.png
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdfHp-kNXlo&t=31s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVVFfaB1q2U&t=3s
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GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using online  imagery and a video, as well as its visual identifi-
cation on satellite imagery.

IMAGE GALLERY
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The restored mausoleum after the 2020 Karabakh War

Images: Wikimedia Commons
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https://web.archive.org/web/20161011214730im_/http:/static.panoramio.com/photos/large/5719177.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVVFfaB1q2U&t=3s
https://web.archive.org/web/20161011214730im_/http:/static.panoramio.com/photos/large/5719177.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vagif_now.png
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MAMMADBEYLI MAUSOLEUM Site N.391
39.16016300N / 46.802182E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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Mammadbeyli Mau-
soleum (also known 
as Octagonal Mau-
soleum or Mauso-
leum of Yahya ibn 
Muhammad al-Haj), 
located in the village 
of Mammadbeyli 
(Zangilan district), is 
listed on the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan's 
registry of heritage 
sites (inventory No. 
391; RAHL 2001). 
According to the 
official listing as well 
as scholarly publica-
tions it dates to the 
14th century (Bretanitski 1951; Salamzade and Memmedzade 1979; Mamed-zade 1983).

The mausoleum in the village of Mammadbeyli survives in good condition. In the 1980s, there 
was slight damage to the upper part of the dome. The stone mausoleum is an octagonal prism 
covered with a pyramidal dome with an entrance in the northwestern face. Above the entrance 
is an Arabic inscription, according to which the mausoleum was built in the month of Ramadan 
704 (AD 1305) over the grave of Muhammad al-Haj (Mamed-zade 1983, 101-103).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) and satellite imagery 
captured in November 2021 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the 
mausoleum is unchanged.  A video and images (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War confirm this assessment. But the video and one of the images show that the mausoleum 
sustained minor damage in the lower part of the south-western wall since the Soviet period (for 
Soviet-era images, see Image Gallery).

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using the above-referenced videos and images pre- and 
post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f9d0ffd2e88c4b808fa9d99390049883
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:İlham_Əliyev_Qubadlı_və_Zəngilan_rayonlarında_olub_25.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzZcgH7MPCQ&t=52s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711232220/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+qTEqgMBvbFZqQNvBR420dKflvGOl83crO3PJuSaD.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711231644/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+tg0DJDmO2aO5pdI2Res5aWA4hMIXvTQ3IyYcdSna.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711231459/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+NQHP161Rd5SiyN4BRjs32rwgzzgMxpfFTv0I6UfM.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzZcgH7MPCQ&t=61s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711231753/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+hRVeb9ojw2AOpH22ZLOLF2Y24ijcyyVhuutpbagQ.jpg


SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY
The mausoleum in the Soviet period

Images: Mamed-zade 1983; Salamzade and Memmedzade 1979; Bretanitski 1951.
Images: Wikimedia Commons; Panoramio.

The mausoleum in 2014

The mausoleum in 2006
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SITE INVENTORY

YENIKEND TOMB Site N.393
39.18938500N / 46.747913E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Yenikend Tomb, located in the village of 
Yenikend (Zangilan district), is listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage 
sites (inventory No. 393) as dating to the 14th  
century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 
1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2020 (right, bottom) shows 
that the structural condition of the tomb 
has not changed significantly since the first 
image. The roof was already missing in 1980 
and the remaining walls of the structure are 
unchanged.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The tomb is not marked on the available car-
tographic sources. CHW geolocated it using 
images (a, b, c, d, e) published by Karabakh 
Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f9f70834492c4908829387bd7993f83a
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711234924/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+nuLpLjSDifFhfKOVLIfP1ry0yJCHa9dWwKCmi9Rg.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711235042/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+BjqSfo1NSjLNX8V43KfHunSQQkok7hCKepHYTZfn.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210711235122/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+zi34z7WZeEdbstpVMKxJuUYC0pnBOwYuFOrewCPs.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210703022331/https:/karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+l8DOZAA5iAcn8yzgqdr1Ci2NacDXsD91alnPiQsR.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210703022158/https:/karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+X2OpkVn4h8Gm4UjQuvCTLdXc11FeOQ0iAPPtcPt2.jpg
https://karabakh.center/en/cd-74/Zangilan/Yenikend
https://karabakh.center/en/cd-74/Zangilan/Yenikend
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SHARIFAN MAUSOLEUM AND TOMB Site N.394; N.1824
39.13867400N/ 46.791916E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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The Sharifan Mausoleum and 
Tomb, located on the right bank of 
the Hakari River near the village of 
Sharifan (Zangilan district), are list-
ed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
registry of heritage sites (inventory 
No. 394 and No. 1824) as dating 
to the 13th and 14th centuries, 
respectively (RAHL 2001).

Archaeological excavations uncov-
ered the mausoleum and tomb in 
1949 (Rzaev 1973, 335-341). Sev-
eral Soviet-era publications note 
that the mausoleum and tomb 
were already heavily damaged at 
the time of their documentation. 
The destruction affected the dome 
and the northern part of the crypt. 
(Rzaev 1973, 335-341; Salamzade and Memmedzade 1979, 50; Useinov, et al. 1963, 103). This is 
confirmed by available Soviet-era images of the sites (see Image Gallery).

Our comparison of the July 1980 Hexagon imagery (right, top) with satellite imagery captured in 
June 2019 (right, bottom) shows that no changes have taken place in the area of the tomb and 
mausoleum in recent decades. Images of the tomb and mausoleum post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War confirm this assessment (a, b, c, d).

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using descriptions of its location (Rzaev 1973, 335) as well as 
images (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/aa7b55e6bdca4913bdc8b8a93a669fed
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232912/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1241/conversions/IMG_1463-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232912/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1242/conversions/IMG_1464-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232915/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1245/conversions/IMG_1476-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232915/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1246/conversions/IMG_1478-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232914/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1244/conversions/IMG_1469-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232915/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1245/conversions/IMG_1476-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110232917/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/1247/conversions/IMG_1481-watermark.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Image: Useinov, et al. 1963, 103.
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Image: Rzaev 1973, 337.
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY Site N.1454
39.41846526N / 46.56261884E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Located near the village of Qayali (Qubadli district), in the Yazy-Duzu plain, this cemetery is listed 
on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 1454) as an archeological 
monument dating to the 14th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in February 2020 (right, bottom) shows that no major changes took place in the area 
of the cemetery. But the resolution of the available modern satellite coverage and the lack of 
photographic and video evidence does not allow CHW to make a definitive assessment about 
the condition of the tombstones during these years.

But between February 2020 and January 2021 (see on p. 115), it appears that trenches were dug 
across part of the cemetery, appearing as a linear feature that bisects the area roughly in an 
east-west direction. CHW postulates that these trenches were dug by retreating Armenian forces 
in the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War, and likely caused minor damage to the cemetery.

Status: Minor damage

112

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f77516945455497a9b2218ba12dbf4a6


115

SITE INVENTORY

GEOLOCATION
CHW was able to geolocate the cemetery using a topographic map (below), and obtained visual 
confirmation on the KH-9 Hexagon of 1980 (p. 113, top) and modern satellite imagery (p. 113, 
bottom and at right).

General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-22-V, 
1:50,000, 1974
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SITE INVENTORY

PANAH ALI KHAN MAUSOLEUM Site N.4027
39.99329111N / 46.93860162E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Panah Ali Khan Mausoleum, located in the city of Aghdam, is on the Republic of Azerbaijan's list 
of heritage sites (inventory No. 4027) as an architectural monument of the 19th century (RAHL 
2001). Other scholarly publications describe it as an 18th  century mausoleum (Useinov, et al. 
1963, 313; Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4).

Due to excessive tree cover, the Hexagon satellite imagery does not allow us to assess the con-
dition of the mausoleum in the 1980s. But available Soviet-era images (see Image Gallery) show 
that the mausoleum was intact.

Satellite imagery captured in November 12, 2004 (right, top) shows that the mausoleum sus-
tained major damage at some point prior to that date, and it remained in the same condition 
until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom). Most of the dome of the mausoleum as 
well as the upper parts of the walls have been destroyed (see Image Gallery).

Status: Major damage
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/3b/Imarat_Cemetery_tomb.jpg/2560px-Imarat_Cemetery_tomb.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY
The mausoleum in Soviet times (back left in both images)
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GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum by comparing the images, sketches, and locational description 
in academic publications (Useinov, et al. 1963, 313; Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4; Emenzade 
2013, 200; Salamzade 1964, 62) with recent images of the mausoleum in the Imarat Cemetery. 
Geolocation also required disambiguation, given that there are other mausolea in close proxim-
ity.

The mausoleum as of August 17, 2021
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SITE INVENTORY

IBRAHIM KHALIL KHAN MAUSOLEUM Site N.4028
39.99332976N / 46.9387183E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Ibrahim Khalil Khan Mausoleum in the city of Aghdam is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4028) as an architectural monument of the 18th centu-
ry (RAHL 2001). However, some scholars date the mausoleum to the 19th century (Salamzade 
1964, 62; Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4).

Hexagon satellite imagery does not allow us to assess the condition of the mausoleum in the 
1980s due to tree cover. But available Soviet-era images (see Image Gallery) of the mausoleum 
show it was well-preserved.

Comparison of satellite imagery captured in November 2004 (right, top) and January 2021 (right, 
bottom) shows that during this period the overall structure and condition of the mausoleum 
remained unchanged. Images post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm this assess-
ment (see Image Gallery). 

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum through the comparison of images and locational description 
in academic publications (Salamzade 1964, 62; Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4) with recent images 
of the mausoleum in the Imarat Cemetery. Precise geolocation also required disambiguating the 
monument from other mausolea in close proximity.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/876a63db063e4869929aad46d116744d
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_cemetery.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY
The mausoleum in Soviet times (front left)
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The mausoleum as of May-August 2021

Images: Wikimedia Commons
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SITE INVENTORY

MEHDIGULU KHAN JAVANSHIR 
MAUSOLEUM

Site N.4029
39.99322920N/ 46.93833109E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the city of Aghdam, the Mehdigulu Khan Javanshir Mausoleum appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4029) as an architectural monument 
of the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery does not allow us to understand the condition of the mausole-
um in the 1980s due to tree cover. But a Soviet-era photograph (see Image Gallery) shows that 
the monument was well-preserved and intact.

Comparison of satellite imagery captured in November 2004 (right, top) and January 2021 (right, 
bottom) indicates that during this period the overall structure and condition of the mausoleum 
remained unchanged. Images post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm this assess-
ment (see above).

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using the description of its location in an academic publication 
(Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4), along with recent images of the mausolea of the Imarat Cemetery 
and its mention in a news story. Geolocation also required disambiguating the monument from 
other mausolea in close proximity.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c6e61ebfb38424d9767179bdef1818b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c6e61ebfb38424d9767179bdef1818b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z70DVygFs5I&t=149s
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_Cemetery_tomb_1.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

MAUSOLEUM Site N.4043
40.15723721N/ 46.84226928E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Papravand, in the 
Aghdam district, this mausoleum appears 
on the list of heritage sites of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4043) as an archi-
tectural monument dating to the 18th centu-
ry (RAHL 2001).

The mausoleum is not visible on Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated August 1980 (right, 
top), nor was CHW able to locate Soviet-era 
images, making it impossible to assess its 
condition in the late Soviet years. Moreover, 
the earliest publicly available satellite image 
of the mausoleum that we were able to lo-
cate dates to April 2019 (right, bottom). Thus, 
at present, we are not able to track changes 
to the condition of the mausoleum over time.

Status: Indeterminate

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum based on a video 
and images (a, b, c, d, e) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7b870c805d034b98a177253ea934bd09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXz1Fh9o8SE
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714002448/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+m29szCUvGF1x9FYpnEXu08CCvIBic3ywQnWPeTxv.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714002653/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+144uH7pUG17887cSnawxWz1I7LdteWYA3HuOlUa3.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714003133/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+2K6NGVXVTctdPpFMZdFALcoujFkAbcu1NM15OLgY.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714003304/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+wyP8QEbPrj6Xy5ydy2pdE1YY11sSuBcZWqh0gNJW.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714003402/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+2lRX42mWrRN2P5EilZadfsAYcuPjtTarIPIy5yLu.jpg
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MAUSOLEUM Site N.4044
40.15699723N/ 46.8432412E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Papravand (Aghdam 
district), the mausoleum appears on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites 
(inventory No.4044) as an 18th century archi-
tectural monument (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated Au-
gust 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
from November 2004 (right, bottom) shows 
that the condition of the mausoleum did not 
change significantly in this period. In partic-
ular, the roof of the structure had already 
been removed by the late Soviet period.

The mausoleum remained in this condition 
until February 2014. At some point between 
then and April 2019, it was destroyed (see p. 
130).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using images (a, 
b, c, d, e) of Karabakh Center post-dating the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38fff39f07aa48e5a53e0edae7238220
https://web.archive.org/web/20210713233946/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+sHUt6hy8sviWEHN5aFKxSAVBQVFLHTRuhzOZseRl.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210713234040/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+ZpLo8WOYM2kvayMGDzglWNE5LkR2iMjl3Gw6p3Y5.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210713234147/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+jY0re1eL384I4rFB1Ar2OrZaRbwtEP1Inua4JTob.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210713234344/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+u9q0Wc2JrOvX5jK0Rpu3vCDeetH2lbAX5gV2jSeA.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210713234526/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+hTtZjTzFvcGuiDH4179g2SUfZFh71OrmubLiNoJt.jpg
https://karabakh.center/en/cd-220/Agdam/Papravend


131

SITE INVENTORY

BASHSYZ MOSQUE Site N.4045
40.15701986N/ 46.84156811E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Located in the village of Papravand (Aghdam district), Bashsyz Mosque appears on the Republic 
of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4045) as an architectural monument dating to 
the 18th century (RAHL 2001). The mosque is not given a name in the official list, but it is known 
as Bashsyz Mosque (meaning "headless mosque") because its dome was never built (Fatullayev 
2020). 

Comparison of Hexagon imagery from August 1980 (p. 132, top) to satellite imagery captured 
in September 2011 (p. 132, bottom) shows that during this interval the mosque remained in the 
same condition. It was a relatively well-preserved building without a dome.

However, comparison of imagery captured in February 2014 (p. 133, top) and April 2019 (p. 
133, bottom) shows that during this period the mosque was largely destroyed, and only one 
wall of the building remained standing by the time of the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War. Images 
post-dating the 2020 war also confirm that the mosque has been destroyed (a, b, c, d, e).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d, e) that appeared after the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/70f779e739434087816b733fde9fd59b
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013658/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+vH2MQsmydQeP3V0ixumQ0Ok1Sm0rWQCZyaROp8G4.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013745/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WmOJO3F6qPICFLLaHu7m0Xf3ZsL0vsWa3Fl8o3q2.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013825/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+uTDaVIPLDtkdXdb70i4bY7KoY6PRR5BnfgsKviUe.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013907/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+xQCRRJDi8L7dmFIuwzO6l0GeLUlU9ISjGgkQP282.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714014040/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+5gQmKCNodaac1O2pXuXedlX4trUKpNl3TohlprAz.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013958/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+82Dn2rgnvWarsMfGyOjCGHwHSRBIjXbQEhocsGx6.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714013825/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+uTDaVIPLDtkdXdb70i4bY7KoY6PRR5BnfgsKviUe.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714014355/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+01eJJdm56iQymMTkKNihq581F2j1DDdHPfhxngKm.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714014436/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+7acZpyJuxjkBkyCoU0UiUq0gKz33ruNh1gSDPHEg.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714014355/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+01eJJdm56iQymMTkKNihq581F2j1DDdHPfhxngKm.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210707011332/http://elibrary.bsu.edu.az/files/books_460/N_308.pdf
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MOSQUE Site N.4046
40.16100278N/ 46.84015573E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
This unnamed mosque, located in the village of Papravand (Aghdam district), is included on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4046) as dating to the 18th cen-
tury (RAHL 2001).

The mosque, which occupies the western half of an elongated structure, has sustained major 
damage. Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery from August 1980 (below) with more recent 
satellite imagery indicates that the roof of the building had been removed by November 2004 
(right, top).

A comparison of satellite images captured in November 2004 (right, top)  and August 2021 (right, 
bottom) shows additional minor damage to the southwestern wall, as confirmed by recent pho-
tographs of the monument (a, b).

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images disseminated by the Karabakh Center (a, b, c, d, e).

134

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/58ee14167a95465988e5c9420e7ed6aa
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235343/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+qSxoxyvI2LdM5dHLYQhwGVmPJ4rqei5ckdO9UNnx.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235935/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+J1h0NCf84GHMBexJEcjjs0ejK5016LFwPFopUa1P.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221202132357/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-220/Agdam/Papravend
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235207/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+VhAiIfvTm7J3VRZz88LmL9F1qFgDPrrLjZJob7VP.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235259/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+rItkFDjTeSAP9aryo1oVK1zgDcjzXEDsovLfzdV0.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235343/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+qSxoxyvI2LdM5dHLYQhwGVmPJ4rqei5ckdO9UNnx.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210714235935/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+J1h0NCf84GHMBexJEcjjs0ejK5016LFwPFopUa1P.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210715000037/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+AcQhLatIvBK6wXgQXi513YfUInZkvConLUHSLgvj.jpg
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GIYASLY MOSQUE Site N.4052
40.02089800N/ 46.915986E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Giyasly (Aghdam district), this unnamed mosque appears on the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4052) as dating to the 18th century (RAHL 
2001). 

A video taken in the mosque in 1991 confirms that in the early 1990s it was a functional building, 
suggesting that damage to the structure took place after the First Nagorno-Karabakh War. CHW 
cross-referenced Hexagon imagery from August 1980 (right, top) and satellite imagery captured 
in November 2004 (right, bottom) to determine that the mosque's major damage was most like-
ly sustained between the early 1990s and November 2004 when the roof was removed.

Additional satellite imagery shows that between December 2011 (not shown) and June 2014 (p. 
138, top) the mosque and its immediate surroundings to the north and northwest were used for 
keeping animals and related activities. It remained this way until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (p. 138, bottom).

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mosque using images and videos (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/91d250a9f903423784d5e9206aff169a
https://www.facebook.com/ShakirMammadov0/videos/2602548186502310/
https://web.archive.org/web/20210715023026/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+m9QgQtPAWe2lLM02pp5ujhVlDVtfLhFJJe53TfjN.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHn2RlZwAnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okm-835Vn34
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ruins_of_Qiyasli_Mosque.jpg
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons
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BOYAHMADLI MOSQUE Site N.4054
40.13172100N/ 46.864963E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
The Boyahmadli Mosque (Aghdam district) is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of 
heritage sites (inventory No. 4054) as a 19th or 20th century structure (RAHL 2001). It is listed 
without a name, but here we refer to it as Boyahmadli Mosque due to its location in the village 
of the same name.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in August 2021 (right, bottom)  shows that the condition of the mosque has not sub-
stantially changed. The building was already missing its roof in the 1980s.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War, in 
which a person mentions and shows the mosque of the village. The mosque also appears in a 
video disseminated by the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan, although the structure is not men-
tioned.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5484965ef2cd429bbd21562b26a22e89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyVNVPl6wpw&t=257s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpARB04ziyg&t=45s
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MAUSOLEUM Site N.4055
40.09432593N/ 46.87247063E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
This mausoleum in the village of Gyzyl Kangarl (Agh-
dam district) appears on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4055) as a 14th 
century structure (RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated August 1980 
(right, top) with satellite imagery captured in June 
2019 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structur-
al condition of the mausoleum has not changed in 
recent decades.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a Soviet 1:25K scale 
topographic map from 1975.
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The mausoleum on a 1975 Soviet 1:25K topo-
graphic map (Main Directorate of Geodesy and 
Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-40-
28-G-v, 1:25,000, 1975).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/21493bb7e51c47b59efd094142c4b9d7
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MAUSOLEUM Site N.4056
39.96880400N/ 46.8608E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the Garaaghach cemetery in the village of Ahmadavar (Aghdam district), this mauso-
leum appears on the Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4056) dating to 
the 19th century (RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated August 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in February 2004 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mausoleum remained 
unchanged during this period.

But the mausoleum was razed at some point between December 28, 2011 (p. 146, top) and June 
14, 2014 (p. 146, bottom).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION

CHW found an image of the mausoleum in an academic publication (Useinov, et al. 1963, 313), 
then identified the same site in a video that confirmed its geolocation on satellite imagery.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e06803f55da54fb9baf9625375894464
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7jjnP05U_Q&t=31s
https://web.archive.org/web/20161025185943/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/72611424
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimapia; Panoramio.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210716024438/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/03/18/93/51_full.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20161025185943/http://www.panoramio.com/photo/72611424
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MAUSOLEUM Site N.4057
39.97386620N/ 46.8625229E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Located in Garaaghach cemetery in the village of Ahmadavar (Adghdam district), this mausole-
um appears on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4057) as an 
architectural monument constructed during the 19th century (RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured in 
February 2004 (see storymap) and 2011 (right, top) shows that the overall condition of the mau-
soleum remained unchanged during this period.

But the mausoleum was later destroyed at some point between December 28, 2011 and June 
14, 2014 (right, bottom).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum through visual identification on historical satellite imagery.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c5d3d00c93174c4b8613c286009d90a8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c5d3d00c93174c4b8613c286009d90a8
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UGHURLU BEY MAUSOLEUM Site N.4058
39.96840500N/ 46.860425E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the Garaaghach cemetery in the village of Ah-
madavar (Adghdam district), the Ughurlu Bey Mausoleum 
appears on the Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites 
(inventory No. 4058) as built during the 19th century (RAHL 
2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated August 1980 (be-
low) with satellite imagery captured in February 2004 (see 
storymap) and again in December 2011 (right, top) shows 
that the overall condition of the mausoleum did not change 
during this period. The mausoleum was razed to ground at 
some point between December 28, 2011 and June 14, 2014 
(right, bottom).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW found an image of the mausoleum in two academ-
ic publications (Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 14; Useinov, et al. 1963, 313), and identified the 
same structure in a video, which we used to geolocate the mausoleum. The mausoleum is also 
marked on a 1:50K scale map of 1981 (see storymap).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7jjnP05U_Q&t=26s
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2d8b72b308564acca2f829cc612a072a
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KHUBYARLY MAUSOLEUM 
(ROUND MAUSOLEUM)

Site N.4164
39.41020302N/ 46.99603928E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Khubyarly 
(Jabrayil district), the Round Mau-
soleum is on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
(inventory No. 4164) as a 17th  
century monument (RAHL 2001). 
Scholars have noted that aspects 
of its form are inspired by mau-
solea of the 13-14th centuries 
(Useinov, et al. 1963, 278).

The comparison of KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery of July 1980 (right, top) 
with satellite imagery captured 
in June 2019 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the mausoleum has 
remained unchanged in recent decades.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum through its visual identification on historical and modern satel-
lite imagery and available Soviet period images (see Image Gallery).
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IMAGE GALLERY

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/06b09562f452454e82c198ad4ae38c8f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/06b09562f452454e82c198ad4ae38c8f
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KHUBYARLY (OCTAGONAL) MAUSOLEUM Site N.4165
39.40644121N/ 47.00713454E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
The Octagonal Mausoleum, lo-
cated in the village of Khubyarly 
(Jabrayil district), is listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's registry 
of heritage sites (inventory No. 
4165) as a 17th century monu-
ment (RAHL 2001). Scholars have 
noted that aspects of its form 
appear to have been inspired by 
mausolea of the 13th-14th centu-
ries (Useinov, et al. 1963, 278).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon im-
agery dated July 1980 (right, top) 
with satellite imagery captured in June 2019 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and 
shape of the mausoleum has not changed in recent decades.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum through its visual identification on historical and modern satel-
lite imagery and available Soviet period images (see Image Gallery).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/65bf776ac439496abe3eddf6c4e03d02
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SHYKHLAR MAUSOLEUM 
(ROUND MAUSOLEUM)

Site N.4166
39.44218500N/ 46.862456E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Shykhlar (Jabrayil district), the Round Mausoleum appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4166) (RAHL 2001) as a 14th century 
mausoleum (RAHL 2001; Nemet 1992, 16-17; Nemet 2010).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure of the mausoleum has 
remained unchanged in recent decades. A video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
confirms this assessment of the monument. According to some claims, the upper part of the 
mausoleum was destroyed by Armenian forces in 1993. But a photograph in a publication dated 
to 1992 (Nemet 1992) depicts the mausoleum with a juniper tree rising out of the dome, demon-
strating that this element was already damaged.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2290d2c21fea4b04ba21adfeb54c190d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2290d2c21fea4b04ba21adfeb54c190d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E22fQxWdRq8&t=237s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210120202057/http:/mct.gov.az/az/umumi-xeberler/13317
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E22fQxWdRq8&t=237s
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DAGH TUMAS MAUSOLEUM Site N.4169
39.37112135N/ 46.76298677E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Dagh Tumas (Jabrayil district), 
this mausoleum (tomb) is on the list of heritage sites 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4169) as a 
13/14th-century mausoleum (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, 
top) with satellite imagery captured in October 2020 
(right, bottom) shows that the overall structural con-
dition of the mausoleum did not change in recent de-
cades. A 2019 video confirms this assessment.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50K scale topographic 
map of 1974 (below).
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Images: RAA 2010, 22-23.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/84a619a72c074fc9b014a13e3f172bb4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b06zdMW6A2M&t=165s
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CHALABILAR MOSQUE Site N.4170
39.38853858N/ 46.82710843E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Chalabilar (Jabrayil district), this mosque appears on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4170) as a 19th-century monument (RAHL 
2001).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in November 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structural condition of the 
mosque did not change during this time period. A video and images (a, b, c, d, e) post-dating the 
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm this assessment.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video and images (a, b, c, d, e) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d3a9e61722724b8aa911ffe6f0e17073
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xtAPRqr83k
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234637/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+0MgTP6XLj9bC6xIToCK54yxePW3Ss3DQCdl0RTJI.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234809/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+kZUUO0AqLbIWg7WCjNctdz5DwoKRtemFHVJBtncL.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234924/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Rdvx8sWRUylu9Zu91mxo2kD6CTsT7ZhDcRzSVppS.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717235003/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+4yCcBOWjXQPlds8QXfelD7CRLidwhdw6h8EF1v5i.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234355/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+7iwmvsw4VeM8zdOLkbJUeRo1LpgPKnyUh0IVPcwo.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xtAPRqr83k
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234637/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+0MgTP6XLj9bC6xIToCK54yxePW3Ss3DQCdl0RTJI.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234809/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+kZUUO0AqLbIWg7WCjNctdz5DwoKRtemFHVJBtncL.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234924/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Rdvx8sWRUylu9Zu91mxo2kD6CTsT7ZhDcRzSVppS.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717235003/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+4yCcBOWjXQPlds8QXfelD7CRLidwhdw6h8EF1v5i.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210717234355/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+7iwmvsw4VeM8zdOLkbJUeRo1LpgPKnyUh0IVPcwo.jpg
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PAPY MOSQUE Site N.4171
39.40453540N/ 47.077334E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Papy (Jabrayil district) this mosque is on the Republic of Azerbaijan's list 
of heritage sites (inventory No. 4171) as dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

A comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in May 2010 (right, bottom) shows that the mosque was largely destroyed during this period. 
Images (a, b) of the mosque post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also confirm that the 
mosque is in ruins.

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b) disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/bb1ebb3ec584475fafc962f5462bce28
https://web.archive.org/web/20210718003153/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+y5QELUkKAJrXWqizK013PjMTrbACeXjKvEQXtQJA.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210718003243/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+RrreafS490L7rWALkqADN0OT7OjnzeJW7l7AHj2R.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210718003153/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+y5QELUkKAJrXWqizK013PjMTrbACeXjKvEQXtQJA.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210718003243/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+RrreafS490L7rWALkqADN0OT7OjnzeJW7l7AHj2R.jpg
https://karabakh.center/en/cd-123/Jabrayil/Pap%C4%B1
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SITE INVENTORY

DASHKASAN MOSQUE Site N.4172
39.42731100N/ 47.1065690E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Dashkasan (Jabrayil district), this mosque is included on the list of her-
itage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4172), but a date is not provided (RAHL 
2001). The Ministry of Culture indicates a 19th century date, but one of the two inscriptions on 
either side of the entrance provides more specific information, indicating that the mosque was 
built in 1323 Hijri (1905 AD).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured in 
November 2003 (right, bottom) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its roof 
was removed. The structural condition of the mosque remained in this condition until the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War in 
which a former resident of the village shows the mosque.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2ab56724eb114aec95ce511e516565c9
https://web.archive.org/web/20230201181543/http://heritage.gov.az/az/monuments/daskesen-kend-mescidi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zFzTDaWx5g
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SITE INVENTORY

SULEYMANLY MOSQUE Site N.4174
39.46512200N/ 47.070103E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Suleymanly (Jabrayil district), the Suleymanly Mosque is listed on the Re-
public of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4174) as a monument constructed 
during the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in March 2005 (right, bottom) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its 
roof was torn down. The mosque remained in this same condition in subsequent years.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c75a6c0a9ca2423cb4bbd716e3b94315
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqNcKbjUprY
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SITE INVENTORY

HAJI ALAKBAR MOSQUE Site N.4208
39.59563160N/ 47.14520875E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the city of Fuzuli, Haji 
Alakbar Mosque appears on the list 
of heritage sites of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4208) as a 
17th-century monument (RAHL 2001). 
Another source provides a founding 
date in the 19th century (1889-1890) 
(Garabaghli 2019).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery dated July 1980 (below) with 
satellite imagery captured in March 
2005 (right, top) shows that the over-
all structure of the mosque remained 
unchanged in this period, except that the modern roofing installed during the Soviet period had 
been removed. Later satellite imagery shows that the mosque was subsequently razed between 
June 14, 2017 (see storymap) and August 28, 2019 (right, bottom).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque through its visual identification on historical satellite imagery.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72dae2f60d244a7782d519c4a26c0ebd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72dae2f60d244a7782d519c4a26c0ebd
https://web.archive.org/web/20201107082611/http://photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/07/24/90/57_big.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

HAJI GIYASEDDIN MOSQUE Site N.4212
39.53892900N/ 47.157409E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Garghabazar 
of the Fuzuli district, Haji Giyased-
din Mosque is on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
(inventory No 4212) as an architec-
tural monument of the 17th century 
(RAHL 2001; Useinov, et al. 1963, 
247; Salamzade 1964, 39).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery 
dated July 1980 (right top) with satel-
lite imagery captured in September 
2020 (right, bottom) shows that the 
overall structure of the mosque did 
not change over this period.  Videos 
(a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm this assessment of its overall struc-
tural integrity. But these videos also show that the mosque was used as a barn before the war. 
Satellite imagery shows that an area to the north of the mosque was cleared, possibly for keep-
ing animals, between August 2014 and August 2019.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using several videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7748b17703d946e2a83848f6af9a2576
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2L7TZGzZS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjZRUkkt3D0&t=148s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2L7TZGzZS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjZRUkkt3D0&t=148s
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SITE INVENTORY

GARGHABAZAR MAUSOLEUM Site N.4213
39.55449626N/ 47.16635942E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Garghabazar (Fuzuli district), the Garghabazar Mausoleum is on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4213) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 18th century (RAHL 2001). According to one scholarly publication, however, the 
mausoleum dates to 1889-1890 (Garabaghli 1995). The monument is also known as the Jalil 
Mausoleum (Garabaghli 1995; Aghayev 2013).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery from 
March 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structural condition of the mausoleum re-
mained unchanged during this period. A Soviet-era image of the back of the mausoleum as well 
as its sketch and plan in a 1995 publication (Garabaghli 1995) show that it was already partially 
destroyed and collapsing.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1984 Soviet 1:25K scale topographic map (below).

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map from 1984 
(General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-23-A-b, 1:25,000).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9ac12913033a46d29fb27931b221d5e2
https://web.archive.org/web/20221111012846/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/19/conversions/Arxiv-fotosu-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20230201200207/http://web2.anl.az:81/read/img.php?bibid=36176&pno=24.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

DADALI MOSQUE Site N.4214
39.58477718N/ 47.16553213E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Dadali (Fuzuli district), this mosque appears on the list of the heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4214) as an architectural monument dating 
to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery of July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured in 
March 2005 (right, bottom), shows that the mosque sustained major damage. Its roofing was 
removed at some point prior to March 2005 and since then it has remained in this damaged 
condition.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/aec5c02ae39549539adf00037508fdcb
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701013450/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WrBWubY9hxeWsIvaZEGVfgBVhQhs8ktwDqLjjNGj.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221128181919/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-167/Fuzuli/Dedeli
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SITE INVENTORY

QAJAR MOSQUE Site N.4216
39.64934300N/ 47.057888E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Qajar (Fuzuli district), this mosque is listed on the Republic of Azerbai-
jan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4216) as an architectural monument constructed 
during the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured in March 
2005 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its roof was removed. By 
2010, the northern part of the building had been partially re-roofed (see storymap). And by 2013, 
the structure was again fully covered, suggesting that it was repurposed over time (right, bottom). 
Later satellite imagery on GoogleEarth shows that by 2018, the areas to the north and west of the 
mosque were cleared and transformed into what appear to be animal pens. The latter re-use of 
the building is also confirmed by videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using two videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3bfceb05655a4de481c4bd6921b6bb1d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3bfceb05655a4de481c4bd6921b6bb1d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-ehu_Mx1i8&t=82s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KuQE_L0k4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-ehu_Mx1i8&t=82s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KuQE_L0k4s
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SITE INVENTORY

MERDINLI MOSQUE Site N.4217
39.59946500N/ 47.262528E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Merdinli, in the Fuzuli district, the Merdinli Mosque appears on the list 
of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4217) as an architectural monu-
ment dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured in April 
2010 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its roofing was re-
moved. Sometime between April 2012 and August 2019, the building was repurposed and over 
the course of the following year, the exterior area to the east of the mosque was turned into an 
animal pen (right, bottom). Videos (a, b) and an image post-dating 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
confirm that the mosque was used as a barn.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using two videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c2fd7f7f2b24beea532c39b3cde394a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8fgUDnOEZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6e92Zus1658
https://web.archive.org/web/20221206194820/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+iIYHspLFcORnDXJ0BVe7jLeDIQHrJuNAoA5Otzln.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8fgUDnOEZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6e92Zus1658
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SITE INVENTORY

JUMA MOSQUE Site N.4220
39.45162901N/ 47.23188019E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the city of Horadiz, in the Fuzuli district, the Juma Mosque appears on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4220) as an architectural monument dating 
to 1889 (RAHL 2001). Another source dates its construction to 1890-1891 (Garabaghli 2019).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in March 2005 (right, top) indicates that, although the Soviet-era exterior covering was 
removed, exposing the original domed roof, the structure remained in sound condition. Numer-
ous images (a, b, c, d, e, f) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm that the struc-
ture remains in good condition.

While the minaret seen in some of these photographs may appear damaged, this element was 
added in the early 1990s and was never completed. It is for this reason that the shadow of the 
minaret does not appear on the Hexagon image (below), nor in a photo montage in which the 
building is visible from the east (0:15). A publication (Garabaghli 2019) also provides an image 
of the mosque, likely captured in 1991, that shows construction of the minaret underway. The 
mosque remained in the same condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video and images (a, b) post-dating the 2020 war.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d36fc205bb154682b8dca243a9e7a9f1
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031007/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+EHUWfNHGD2VHMjm7Ap8jxFArtN5TypyntqL2cIBg.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031145/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+h6qCaMSOZZBJiBabSNSp98zGYeA7TsJgpLP49SlW.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031225/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Znslf0qlWxuXIOZXwiBM3hA35z6WQ04vXUiQXeOc.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031431/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+rW4VThWwqrIgZrGJreKCA1wj48qDiKhCOk6oxxk2.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031513/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+NnNmQp11Qh40jmLnGWI88Ge2lE2wjAYYK8Uzobwq.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031618/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Vw0EKCPcFvtRVq9UwRWtpz9YUaFEX3KzioVfAANs.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUwASjNrgm4&t=15s
https://www.calameo.com/read/0063606838592c96accb7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYyU4k8lDLY
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031618/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Vw0EKCPcFvtRVq9UwRWtpz9YUaFEX3KzioVfAANs.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720031513/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+NnNmQp11Qh40jmLnGWI88Ge2lE2wjAYYK8Uzobwq.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

MOSQUE Site N.4221
39.45198862N/ 47.23824423E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the city of Horadiz (Fuzuli district), this mosque appears on the list of heritage sites of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4221) as an architectural monument dating to the 20th 
century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured 
in March 2005 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when, at some point 
between the early 1990s and 2005, the roof of the structure was removed. Between March 11, 
2005, and April 8, 2010, the mosque was damaged further when its northern half was destroyed 
during the construction of an adjacent trench (right, bottom). The half-destroyed mosque re-
mained in this heavily damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War. Its dilapidated 
state is confirmed by images (a, b, c) and a video post-dating the 2020 war.

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4c27180b2700429a9078bd542092c4c8
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720203246/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+lilCl9xqms9k4mqP75pDo8LDhJkO4igOf6tMnXLF.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720203722/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Zkm62tq4Q3zbbkpm4kWC7VBGIN8sWNzLZXHgoxJ7.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720205745/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+nA0ABzDRVPK0Gk4tjrPymKNi4qjMrB3mcAWCh6eI.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AiwVYazrVLQ&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AiwVYazrVLQ&t=6s
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAMZADEH MAUSOLEUM Site N.4222
39.43978535N/ 47.24874054E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Imamzadeh Mausoleum, located in the city of Horadiz (Fuzuli district), is on the Republic of Azer-
baijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4222) as an architectural monument dating to the 
19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of a KH-9 Hexagon image from July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in September 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the condition of the mausoleum did not change 
during this period. Photographs (a, b) and a video post-dating the 2020 Karabakh War further 
confirm that the structure is well-preserved. Satellite imagery available on Google Earth dated 
October 2, 2020, shows minor damage to the north-eastern corner of the structure sustained 
just after the September 18, 2020, image, most likely during the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War. 
The damage can also be seen on recent images of the mausoleum.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a video post-dating the 2020 Karabakh War. The mauso-
leum is also marked on a 1:50K scale map of 1973 (below).

Im
ag

e:
 M

uh
az

.o
rg

The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map of 
1973 (General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-
23-V, 1:50,000).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6712abc7815344d7bbd46f19d4da7648
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720213940/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+QsAIFyZVWwvaKzgDwvPLRv7FglqDRwAxkHgR96rw.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720214113/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+l7KsBXiybQ4avmMGbk6710UCkxybbWlqw2q9stB3.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4rGQ83HDTk
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720214113/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+l7KsBXiybQ4avmMGbk6710UCkxybbWlqw2q9stB3.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4rGQ83HDTk
https://muhaz.org/imam-piri--horadiz-kendinden-2-km-cenubda-qeyde-alnan-ziyaret.html
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SITE INVENTORY

GEJAGOZLU MOSQUE Site N.4223
39.57703600N/ 47.202662E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
This mosque takes its name from the village of Gejagozlu (Fuzuli district), where it is located. 
It is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4223) as an 
architectural monument dated to the 19th  century (RAHL 2001).

CHW compared KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in April 2010 (right, top) to determine that the mosque sustained major damage with the 
removal of its roof. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the structure based on an image and a video post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War in which a former resident of the area points out the mosque.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d74bd966364f46cc83e0579f8765b438
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720221400/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+M6rD4J4R5LjgLKGkn8FFq7yThEsOE0yhw9XRU1X3.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqRQWQAxIQ4
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SITE INVENTORY

YUKHARY SEYIDAHMADLI MAUSOLEUM Site N.4226
39.56602500N/ 47.256408E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Seyidahmadli (Fuzuli district), the Yukhary Seyidahmadli Mausoleum 
appears on the list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4226) as an 
architectural monument from the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) and satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the mauso-
leum has remained unchanged over this period. Images (a, b, c, d) and a video post-dating the 
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm that the monument is well-preserved.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50K scale map from 1973.

The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map from 1973 
(General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-23-B, 1:50,000).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/818be1d1abfd4750a15b754d65467129
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720230409/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+c433QWCTALunwpSMB1mCqGHnBC27uQU10Q99bK6X.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720230532/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+B4xvgdJmP84UcsYgKD0wwUHiff42XUOTr7xYkEEg.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720230650/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+uyJYBZX3CoenrNTmPykSUcBQERv8KJXTZNXZLmAK.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210720230615/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+w2wckrcNqj3KoMKIzrKQBmGEq1rPhG74bpfWcoeS.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/Fuzuli19/posts/4957653184305957
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SITE INVENTORY

SARDARLI MOSQUE Site N.4231
39.53130032N/ 47.14101728E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Sardarli Mosque is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 
4231) as an architectural monument dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001). According to the 
official listing, it is located in the village of Gochahmadli (Fuzuli district), but its correct location is 
the village of Sardarli, as the name implies.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with imagery captured 
in March 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and shape of the mosque has 
remained unchanged. The roof is intact and the structure appears sound. Images (a, b) and a 
video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also confirm the well-preserved condition of 
the mosque structure.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center, and video 
and photographic evidence linked above. The Azerbaijan monuments registry lists the official 
name of the mosque as Sardarli Mosque, but incorrectly locates the mosque in Gochahmadli 
village. Images from the Karabakh Center allowed CHW to confirm that the mosque is the only 
standing building in Sardarli village.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f311c97dcc6b4828a67d9af51bfaa512
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701024538/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+4WWqhYluhAFgkeSJfmZrJEvGQVnr3T3mVDhc5eZ3.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701015344/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+eheqD5CwrxtGA568imMFv3dAy6CiMyJNzVcJtdCR.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtMmhMrhbkc&t=108s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701024538/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+4WWqhYluhAFgkeSJfmZrJEvGQVnr3T3mVDhc5eZ3.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

GOCHAHMADLI MOSQUE Site N.4233
39.53838325N/ 47.1240098E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Located in the village of Gochahmadli (Fuzuli district), this mosque appears on the list of heri-
tage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4233) as an architectural monument dat-
ing to the 19th century (RAHL 2001). However, another source indicates that it was constructed 
in 1905-1906 (Garabaghli 2019, 69).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured 
in March 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mosque remained un-
changed in this period, except that the structure's Soviet-era roofing was removed to expose 
the traditional domed roof. The domed roof remained largely intact, but photographs (a, b, c, d) 
post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War show that one of the domes has a hole in it that is 
not visible in the satellite imagery. The photographs also show minor damage to the facade of 
the building.

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on images (a, b) post-dating the 2020 war.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c2ee08167d104e5482cba0476060e628
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024458/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+F1lprXHH1iebysW3g6UN8d8NXMbPna3IRykZ5h4E.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024629/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+87w3erKxilAxEJYiB3F5yrEjeYsQ6Re8nHbn7egs.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024757/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+AKOXoQNngppUsc8GQL2tPmqoFozwLG96tKlaPFBX.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024922/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+59gGVWbO1MuwsaIvGBSLDtyHBat36q0vV6ozkJAI.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024458/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+F1lprXHH1iebysW3g6UN8d8NXMbPna3IRykZ5h4E.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723024629/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+87w3erKxilAxEJYiB3F5yrEjeYsQ6Re8nHbn7egs.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hacı_Ələkbər_məscidi_2021-ci_ildə_Füzulinin_işğaldan_azad_edilməsindən_sonra.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

GARADAGHLY MOSQUE Site N.4237
39.51166034N/ 47.077093E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
The Garadaghly Mosque, located 
in the village of the same name in 
the Fuzuli district, appears on the 
list of heritage sites of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 
4237) as an architectural monu-
ment of the 18th century (RAHL 
2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 1980 (right, 
top) with imagery captured in June 
2020 (right, bottom) shows that 
the overall condition of the mosque has remained unchanged. The well-preserved condition of 
the mosque building is also confirmed by a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mosque using a video post-dating the 2020 war.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: RAA 2010, 34.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e3778a3ff07a4cfb92db1f3b49d03271
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F95Cp6VUSH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F95Cp6VUSH0
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SITE INVENTORY

PIRAHMADLI MOSQUE Site N.4239
39.47233000N/ 47.1652510E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
This mosque takes its name from the village of Pirahmadli (Fuzuli district) where it is located. It 
appears on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of cultural heritage sites (inventory No. 4239) as 
an architectural monument of the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in March 2005 (right, top) indicates that the mosque sustained major damage during this 
period when its roof was removed. After March 2005, parts of the mosque's walls were also 
heavily impacted such that CHW assesses the mosque as destroyed (right, bottom).

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c0028ca94f6e4cf598432f1a8338c766
https://web.archive.org/web/20210723040525/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+3FJvZJWMs27RDBbJArRGwzSO8J8GV9ynoDvUVMil.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221128181919/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-186/Fuzuli/Pirehmedli
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Karakhanbeyli (Fuzuli district), this mosque is listed on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's registry of cultural heritage sites (inventory No. 4210) as an architectural monu-
ment constructed during the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with imagery captured in April 
2010 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage with the removal of its roof. 
The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
(right, bottom).

KARAKHANBEYLI MOSQUE Site N.4240
39.60212510N/ 47.27984841E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d) disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/db98c34ce1414cd3a7bf905ae353e159
https://web.archive.org/web/20210725111312/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+3O0fjWb8ZRf2604UwPtzsg3TjpbSpnGW36WWnzLd.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701025138/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+mdjoIcRcs8kzo0mFRB0gojWKQ6w5kPPnRMJ61xi0.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701025226/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+5ms5Hqs0FM57j6FIAWjGp10ZUAUy50iVEG4yu9Ou.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210701025308/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+PmGwsic4FYfDpBjQuticIOO4fiJMKCQdiPiFOWsL.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Damirchilar (Qubadli district), this mosque appears on the list of her-
itage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4703) as a 19th century architectural 
monument (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery captured in 
September 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structure and condition of the mosque 
did not change. The well-preserved condition of the building is also confirmed by images (a, b) 
post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

DAMIRCHILAR MOSQUE Site N.4703
39.3171950N/46.6009570E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210726025019/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+5cgeZEWr6EM7NwAqoQs1Z1U4SLfOM9S64Ck5YANz.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726024933/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+1oYuGqJnIlFhdO5MATrPC4PIGwJoUQQaScEYJmY8.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3b83c55ec03a4fc29899ab6547639a77
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726025019/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+5cgeZEWr6EM7NwAqoQs1Z1U4SLfOM9S64Ck5YANz.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726024933/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+1oYuGqJnIlFhdO5MATrPC4PIGwJoUQQaScEYJmY8.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Dondarly (Qubadli district), this mosque is listed on the Republic of Azer-
baijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4704) as a 19th century monument (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mosque has 
remained unchanged over recent decades.  Images and videos (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War further confirm that the mosque is well preserved.

DONDARLY MOSQUE Site N.4704
39.307992N/ 46.609547E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using videos (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210726032152/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+N0Zw5qNhxIHdp2YOuVv9rgxu7gdKVVAj5Eu6tmZI.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZVS2KH5G0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEOMhgAv3Yo&t=153s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKnJ1-uKuUc
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/86dcbd22b5db49d1ad0d868b12937a65
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZVS2KH5G0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEOMhgAv3Yo&t=153s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKnJ1-uKuUc
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SITE INVENTORY

The mausoleum takes its name from the Khodzhamusakhly village in which it is located (Qubadli 
district). It is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4708) 
as an 18th century structure (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mausoleum has 
not changed. An image post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirms that the monu-
ment is well preserved.

KHODZHAMUSAKHLY MAUSOLEUM Site N.4708
39.32209400N/ 46.5691010E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using an image post-dating the 2020 war.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20220608105916/https://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/2/1000x669/w_1716546681685514032155_1000x669.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/54087d4263044c7fb9a76374ec7f83fd
https://web.archive.org/web/20220608105916/https://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/2/1000x669/w_1716546681685514032155_1000x669.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Yusifbeyli (Qubadli district), this mosque is listed on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4709) as an architectural monument dating 
to the 18th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in March 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mosque has 
remained unchanged. Images (a, b, c) and videos post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
confirm the the mosque remained in sound condition after the conflict.

However, the mosque was destroyed in the course of road construction after the November 
2020 ceasefire, when it was under Azerbaijani jurisdiction. CHW reported the destruction of the 
mosque in our June 2021 Monitoring Report. There, it was referred to as the Aygek Mosque and 
given the number LN.004-0, based on information provided on the monument list of the unrec-
ognized Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh.

YUSIFBEYLI MOSQUE Site N.4709
39.32046300N/ 46.704728E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using videos (a, b) and images post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210728042849/https:/cdn.azerforum.com/2021/04/14/1650874.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728042849/https:/cdn.azerforum.com/2021/04/14/1650875.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728042850/https:/cdn.azerforum.com/2021/04/14/1650876.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kff49ydxSQw
https://indd.adobe.com/embed/29f1209a-86e5-45a6-a53e-974eda2177b6?startpage=1&allowFullscreen=true
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/84c1eab17f8141ab8bc896ea0644790e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kff49ydxSQw
https://youtu.be/QV2oGtL-2QE?t=78
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728042849/https:/cdn.azerforum.com/2021/04/14/1650874.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Boyunakyar (Qubadli district) this mausoleum appears on the list of her-
itage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4710) as dating to the 18th century (RAHL 
2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) and satellite imagery 
captured in September 2022 (right, bottom) appears to show that the overall condition of the 
mausoleum remained unchanged. But comparison of images (a, b, c) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War with a Soviet period image of the mausoleum in this video (at 0:24) shows 
that it sustained major damage. Thus, although the satellite imagery does not allow precise 
characterization of the damage and its timing, CHW concludes that major damage was inflicted 
on the monument at some point, likely between the early 1990s and the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War.

BOYUNAKYAR MAUSOLEUM Site N.4710
39.24604171N/ 46.642379E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on 1:25K and 1:50K scale topographic maps of the Soviet Army Gen-
eral Staff.

General Staff of the Soviet Army, 
J-38-34-A-g, 1:25,000, 1956.

General Staff of the Soviet Army, 
J-38-34-A, 1:50,000, 1974.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210728061027/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Fh9iz5KvoW7l3vB8qdMvuJ0Hoi7BK2P4yk8Vs1by.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20220511061807/https://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/2/1000x669/w_1716522494745595239480_1000x669.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20220512060332/http://azertag.az/files/galleryphoto/2022/2/1000x669/w_1716522494741708129507_1000x669.jpg
https://youtu.be/_a5uh9q2o20?t=23
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8c59d8e1618d40bb81a4d3d2c64837cd
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Mirlar (Qubadli district) this mosque is listed on the Republic of Azerbai-
jan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 4712) as an architectural monument dating to the 
18th  century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured 
in April 2016 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its roof was 
removed. At some point between June 2019 and March 2020, the mosque building was given a 
new roof (right, bottom), but the purpose of the refurbished structure remains unknown.

MIRLAR MOSQUE Site N.4712
39.302841N/46.634663E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d7ec79b78897413a84684ece85a16b72
https://web.archive.org/web/20210702025006/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+jJeE5viuTUsXNcgEzkVhoAat1zNsdwdEXdCgl8Xl.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221209134732/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-352/Gubadly/Mirler


213

SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Mamar, in the 
Qubadli district, this mosque appears on the 
list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azer-
baijan (inventory No. 4713) as an architec-
tural monument dating to the 18th century 
(RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in October 2009 (right, top) shows 
that the mosque sustained major damage 
when its roofing was torn down. From October 2009 until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War, the 
mosque building remained in this damaged condition (right, bottom). Videos post-dating the 
war show that while the area was under Armenian administration, the remaining structure was 
used for keeping animals.

MAMAR MOSQUE Site N.4713
39.25443300N/ 46.691901E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCZZ-5UUy9c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c6a8dba5d3ca4f058992cbe42f8684eb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCZZ-5UUy9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c_F0q6jz_k&t=87s
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A4%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BB:%D0%9C%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%8C_%D0%B2_%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5_%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80.png
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Khalaj, in the Qubadli district, the Khalaj mosque appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4714) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 15th -16th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2022 (right, bottom) shows that the overall condition of the mosque has not 
changed. Videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also attest that the structure 
is well-preserved.

KHALAJ MOSQUE Site N.4714
39.36512400N/46.531249E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://www.facebook.com/317931342486985/videos/1128861087611713/
https://www.facebook.com/317931342486985/videos/1151121195306187/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/79406c3d53184776b3c35c592ff038fe
https://www.facebook.com/317931342486985/videos/1128861087611713/
https://www.facebook.com/317931342486985/videos/1151121195306187/
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SITE INVENTORY

According to the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites, this 19th century mosque (in-
ventory No. 4716) is located in Mahruzlu village (RAHL 2001). Karabakh Center published an im-
age of a mosque that it asserts is located in the village of Mahruzlu, however CHW determined 
that the building shown in the Karabakh Center's image is in fact located in the neighboring 
village of Mughanly. There appears to be confusion either regarding the naming of the village 
where the mosque is located, or regarding the mosque building per se. Notably, an encyclope-
dia of the toponyms of the Qubadli district notes that "Karbalai Mirali and Karbalai Samad from 
Mahruzlu village, after visiting Karbala, they build a mosque in the village of Mughanly.... It was 
used as a warehouse during Soviet rule. It was restored by the community in the 1970s" (Sal-
manov 2015, 190). This account confirms that the mosque was located in Mughanly rather than 
Mahruzlu.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that the mosque's roof was removed between these 
dates. Between September 2002 and the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War, some of the walls of the 
mosque were also destroyed (right, bottom).

MOSQUE Site N.4716
39.23775756N/ 46.73330848E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center. The build-
ing can also be seen in a video of the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan.

https://web.archive.org/web/20230204120455/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-465/Gubadly/Mahruzlu
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728142638/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+wzqsps00edaNUQlQ9phVBCrAhf5c6ocKubrXAvbW.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728142638/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+wzqsps00edaNUQlQ9phVBCrAhf5c6ocKubrXAvbW.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6600ca34fc514ef6bdaca65b7b55bdf0
https://web.archive.org/web/20210728142638/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+wzqsps00edaNUQlQ9phVBCrAhf5c6ocKubrXAvbW.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20230204120455/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-465/Gubadly/Mahruzlu
https://youtu.be/WTYzRez6IPM?t=94
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SITE INVENTORY

This mausoleum of the Azerbaijani poet (ashyg), 
Sary Ashyg, is located in the village of Gulabird 
(Lachin district) and appears on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 
4726; RAHL 2001). In 1927, an archaeological expe-
dition dated the tomb to the 17th century. During 
the late Soviet period, a museum was constructed 
at the site and opening ceremonies were held in 
1989.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in March 2005 (right, bottom) shows that the 
mausoleum has been destroyed. Videos post-dat-
ing the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also confirm 
its destruction.

SARY ASHYG MAUSOLEUM Site N.4726
39.47701400N/ 46.60953E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50K scale topographic map of the Soviet Army General Staff.
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The mausoleum on a 1:50K scale map of 1974 (General Staff of the 
Soviet Army, J-38-22-V, 1:50,000).
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https://teis.yesevi.edu.tr/madde-detay/sari-asik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-22eFX1tvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCqXcrlHQWo
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4325787c765e4312acb8384166dec5d9
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/az/a/a8/Sar%C4%B1_A%C5%9F%C4%B1q.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Garygyshlag (Lachin district), the Garygyshlag Mosque appears on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites (inventory No. 4733) as being built in 1718 (RAHL 
2001). 

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite 
imagery captured in June 2019 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structural condition of the 
mosque did not change during that time as the roof was already missing in the late Soviet years.

GARYGYSHLAG MOSQUE Site N.4733
39.66946864N/ 46.38571292E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/80b324ff57174232afe2850f7434daad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dOAOcNw0xE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6q8CHxC0SI
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SITE INVENTORY

This mosque is located in the Lachin district, in the village of Pichanis. It appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 4736) without a construction date 
(RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in January 2006 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed, leaving it 
heavily damaged. From January 2006 until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War, the mosque build-
ing remained in the same condition (right, bottom).

PICHANIS MOSQUE Site N.4736
39.80469250N/46.4460353E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c142dd5914ef42f591b751bce85aee5e
https://www.facebook.com/Lachin2010/videos/335535618021071/
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, this mausoleum appears on the list of heritage sites of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5042), but a construction date is not provided (RAHL 2001). 
According to the Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan, it dates to the 19th century.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) appears to shows that the general structural condition 
of the mausoleum has not changed. While the resolution of the Hexagon image is poor, it is 
sufficient to determine that the roof had already been removed and that the monument had 
suffered damage to its northern wall by 1980. The mausoleum remained in this condition until 
the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

MAUSOLEUM Site N.5042
39.77119500N/ 46.755064E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum based on images (a, 
b, c) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War and 
disseminated by the Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan.
The mausoleum is also marked on a 1:25K scale Soviet 
map from 1952 (right).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20221110223939/http://heritage.gov.az/az/monuments/turbe-2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7306a403d31a4161b658eb3d9c68dbab
http://heritage.gov.az/storage/544/conversions/IMG_0667-watermark.jpg
http://heritage.gov.az/storage/546/conversions/IMG_0684-watermark.jpg
http://heritage.gov.az/storage/547/conversions/IMG_0689-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110223939/http://heritage.gov.az/az/monuments/turbe-2
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Malibeyli, in the Shusha district, this mosque appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5056) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, bottom) shows that the modern roofing of the mosque was 
removed, exposing the traditional dome. Overall, the monument is in good structural condi-
tion, however there is some damage to the roof and above the windows on the west side of the 
building. It is not clear whether these impacts took place before the Soviet-era roof was added 
or after it was removed. Since the timing of the impacts cannot be defined with current evi-
dence, CHW cannot determine whether the mosque is unchanged since the First Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War or if it has sustained minor damage.

From September 2002 until May 2022, the mosque building remained in the same condition (see 
p. 228). This monument remains in territory controlled by Armenian authorities of the unrecog-
nized Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh.

MALIBEYLI MOSQUE Site N.5056
39.83199200N/46.792368E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Indeterminate

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque through visual identification on modern historical satellite imagery 
and later confirmed its location via images provided by Monument Watch.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3c558cf77f264e9eb216082018ff5fa5
https://monumentwatch.org/hy/monument/%D5%A1%D5%BB%D5%A1%D6%83%D5%B6%D5%B5%D5%A1%D5%AF%D5%AB-%D5%B4%D5%A6%D5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9%D5%A8/
https://monumentwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/002-3-scaled.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Monument Watch

228

https://monumentwatch.org/hy/monument/աջափնյակի-մզկիթը/
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the 
Chukhur Mahalla Mosque appears 
on the list of heritage sites of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 
5068) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 18th century (RAHL 
2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 1980 (below) with 
satellite imagery captured in Septem-
ber 2002 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed. From September 2002 un-
til July 2013, the mosque remained in this condition. But between July 2013 (see storymap) and 
August 2016 (right, bottom), the eastern wall of the mosque was also damaged. The mosque 
remained in this condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.

CHUKHUR MAHALLA MOSQUE Site N.5068
39.76113200N/ 46.757694E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided by an academic publica-
tion on the architecture of Shusha (Avalov 1977, 70).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3dd7506c21d745999eda4f4bb332b6fc
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3dd7506c21d745999eda4f4bb332b6fc
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%C3%87uxur_m%C9%99h%C9%99ll%C9%99_m%C9%99scidi_2.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Haji Abbas Mosque (and adjacent caravansarai complex) is 
listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No 5073) as an archi-
tectural monument dating to the 18th century (RAHL 2001). 

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) and satellite imagery captured 
in September 2002 (right, top) shows that during this period, the Soviet-era roofing was re-
moved but the traditional domed roof remained undisturbed. At some point between February 
2004 and July 2013, the mosque and the adjacent caravansarai complex (which functioned as 
a market in the Soviet years) were renovated and remained in good condition (right, bottom). 
A video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War also attests that the mosque structure 
remains well-preserved.

HAJI ABBAS MOSQUE Site N.5073
39.7605100N/ 46.752009E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mosque using the address provided in the official list (1 Vazirov Street), as 
well as old and modern photographs of the building (a, b, c).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=og_7N_gsXBw
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ed0241f9df0d48bcad9023535f80934a
https://web.archive.org/web/20210731041940/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/03/08/28/44_full.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210731042114/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/03/53/31/13_full.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210731042336/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/08/22/86/47_full.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Mardin-
li Mosque appears on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inven-
tory No. 5077) as an architectural mon-
ument of the 19th century (RAHL 2001). 
During the Soviet period, the mosque 
building functioned as a movie theater 
(Vagif Cinema).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 1980 (below) with satellite im-
agery captured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed 
during this period. The mosque remained in this condition until it was razed sometime between 
August 6, 2016, (see Storymap) and July 7, 2018 (right, bottom).

MARDINLI MOSQUE Site N.5077
39.76246858N/ 46.75295225E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in a book on the archi-
tecture of Shusha city (Avalov 1977, 71).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6d6b55706d4645de9f6dd7536c74d38f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6d6b55706d4645de9f6dd7536c74d38f
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mardinli_Mosque,_Shusha.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Haji Yusifli 
Mosque appears on the list of heritage sites 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 
5089) as an architectural monument of the 
18th century (RAHL 2001).

CHW compared Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) to 
determine that the roof of the mosque as 
well as its eastern wall were removed during 
this period. Satellite imagery captured on July 18, 2013 (see Storymap) shows that by this date 
construction was already underway on a new structure at the site of the former mosque. Judg-
ing by the new building's dimensions, it appears that the original mosque was not renovated 
but rather was torn down during this construction episode.  The new building was completed 
at some point prior to August 6, 2016 (right, bottom). The destruction of the mosque is also 
confirmed by a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War; the new building does not 
resemble the original mosque (above).

HAJI YUSIFLI MOSQUE Site N.5089
39.76231100N/ 46.755082E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
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CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in a book on the archi-
tecture of Shusha (Avalov 1977, 70).

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98010091027c4894952b9f86dcbb41c6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jfWmt6RXKg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98010091027c4894952b9f86dcbb41c6
https://web.archive.org/web/20210731062818/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/06/85/96/56_full.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Julafar Mosque is listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's reg-
istry of heritage sites (inventory No. 5092) as an architectural monument dating to the 19th 
century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, top)  shows that the mosque building remained intact during 
this time period. But satellite imagery captured on July 18, 2013 (right, bottom) shows that by 
this date, construction of a new building was already well underway and the mosque structure 
had been destroyed.

JULFALAR MOSQUE Site N.5092
39.75832580N/ 46.7544308E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a Soviet-era image.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e183b71cbaa7461b8f15740fc80b19b4
https://web.archive.org/web/20210802064432/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/06/10/47/79_960.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Chol Gala Mosque appears on the list of heritage sites of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5103) as an architectural monument dating to the 18th 
century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, bottom) shows that during this period the mosque sustained 
minor damage. After the modern roof was removed and the traditional domed roof exposed, 
the northern end of the building was damaged. Judging by a comparison of Soviet-era photo-
graphs (a, b) and an image captured in September 2021 (see above), it is clear that, at the very 
least, the eastern facade of the building has been impacted. The mosque remained in this con-
dition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (see Storymap).

CHOL GALA MOSQUE Site N.5103
39.76421500N/46.753767E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in an academic publica-
tion on the architecture of Shusha (Avalov 1977, 70).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20230119205410/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/769/conversions/d2-watermark.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20230119205430/http://heritage.gov.az/storage/768/conversions/d1-watermark.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/913c4c8e7eb94fb099b17f65be6f139f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/913c4c8e7eb94fb099b17f65be6f139f
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:“Çöl_Qala”_bulağı_və_məscidi_(cropped).jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Khoja Marjanli Mosque appears on the list of heritage sites 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5137) as an architectural monument dating to the 
18th century (RAHL 2001).

CHW compared Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, top) to determine that the roof had been removed during this 
period. The mosque remained in this condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, 
bottom). An mage post-dating the 2020 war (see Storymap) confirms that the upper courses of 
the mosque's masonry walls were also destroyed.

KHOJA MARJANLI MOSQUE Site N.5137
39.76020936N/ 46.751417E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in an academic publica-
tion on the architecture of Shusha (Avalov 1977, 71).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/82a4f4080cca4e7e866088d775c67463
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/82a4f4080cca4e7e866088d775c67463
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the 
Kocharli Mosque appears on the 
list of heritage sites of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 
5145) as an architectural monu-
ment dating to the 19th century 
(RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 1980 (below) 
with imagery captured in Sep-
tember 2002 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed during this period. The 
mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition for many years. At some point between 
November 19, 2018 (see Storymap) and June 5, 2019 (right, bottom) the mosque was razed.

KOCHARLI MOSQUE Site N.5145
39.76557149N/ 46.74631592E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in the official list, to-
gether with former Soviet-era street maps and several images (a, b, c) of the mosque.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/be79b329ead541d285a5597f6036b8d2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/be79b329ead541d285a5597f6036b8d2
https://web.archive.org/web/20210802123606/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/05/94/57/52_big.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210802124040/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/04/60/00/94_full.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210802123759/http:/photos.wikimapia.org/p/00/07/33/99/05_960.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kocharli_mosque_in_Shusha.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

One of the many mosques of Shusha, 
the Seyidli Mosque appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan (inventory No. 5151) as an architectur-
al monument dating to the 18th century 
(RAHL 2001).

CHW compared Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 1980 (below) with satellite im-
agery captured in September 2002 (right, 
top) to determine that the overall condi-
tion of the mosque did not change during 
this period. The mosque remained in this well-preserved condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War (right, bottom). Images post-dating the war confirm this assessment (see above).

SEYIDLI MOSQUE Site N.5151
39.75767100N/ 46.756216E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in an academic publica-
tion on the architecture of Shusha (Avalov 1970, 70).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/244b42f155b44a9c9583e0fab7ea8811
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seyidli_mosque.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, the Mamay 
Mosque appears on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (invento-
ry No 5166) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 1980 (below) with imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) 
shows that the overall structural condition 
of the mosque remained unchanged. The 
mosque was still well-preserved through 
the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom). Images pre-and post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War confirm CHW's assessment (see above).

MAMAY MOSQUE Site N.5166
39.76192400N/ 46.7500250E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on locational information provided in an academic publica-
tion on the architecture of Shusha (Avalov 1970, 71).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2ef62d09d0764f75a58cff6dbf97a8fb
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mamayi_Mosque.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Zangilan (Zangilan district), this mosque is listed on the Republic of Azer-
baijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 5287) as an architectural monument dating to 
the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) and imagery captured in 
February 2004 (right, top) shows that the mosque's roof had been removed during this period. 
The mosque remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, 
bottom).

ZANGILAN MOSQUE Site N.5287
39.06867676N/ 46.69571664E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video and images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g) post-dating the 2020 
war.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0bc1c5a7d56741669ea8b023aeec0477
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJsWF-05rZ0&t=835s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134405/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Jomkuuu4bSaA4ROl5iBYYC1NhJhy7LUYToYlO0F0.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134443/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+kIuIWKLUmdVJdFHuxZeKK0HyUlmtAOgWBgNd72dt.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134520/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+hgJ0mXCF2zLVQepVo0kFbu0ulpfMXSKFEp4mfE2X.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134555/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+uCJkVSYB5ejhHdXR4AhKMsfh4tOUAnRMZcra8cKq.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134931/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+HSnyhaUFkxA6cuSZDwLm9Pe4thSLQ2Zw5qlVl7RE.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134752/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+qFP0Fy781h7P6gviUyOMVEeZY5rnEqU5r6x9DybX.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806134712/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+PkuTqTG1Aq3rjLvDRBuWSmx0t36Ih5pTYnUtXwVP.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Malatkeshin (Zangilan district), the Malatkeshin Mosque is on list of the 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5288) as an architectural monument 
dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured 
in October 2009 (right, top) shows that the mosque's roof was removed during this period. The 
mosque remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bot-
tom).

MALATKESHIN MOSQUE Site N.5288
39.10222300N/ 46.648122E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using a video and images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i) post-dating the 
2020 war.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6e71e90d61844ac1ac1373f8f6f1e08a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXU7NfCNLI0&t=134s
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140548/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+nTipMWBtwdU7cAF17EtHFg4P1MLTGtKs8KCWXRVu.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140624/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+gu0Vfhgnxg3gutgQ341OrEtC22aa2zrXByYmT03U.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140706/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+aY3s9F5bmRwMKPwNqbX1ChRzWMqYVEMk4BaadkiX.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140740/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+gC87xCGIbnWpdQ9yGUI6gBNQBzRoXV5MECcN1ktG.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140828/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+vsyDau5frrDYjw0QFWi1CZ8toTUKxTM6sATCGlXV.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806140927/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+c5U9k8ounagYKjYKci9oeIOqjzpQQItwpdvLejvj.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806141051/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+P8SRiRNyi1cvTY4zcwmmdcnflnHx1W5fmhCkMFMN.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806141150/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+kufgbUCxni70P97S6tvOvgtozrhfcTH5zscTaIQl.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210806141327/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+5dxFXhRcZHCMSUNap4Xh6of1hbW23E3xwwij1pRN.jpg


255

SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Girag Mushlan, in the Zangilan district, this mosque appears on the list 
of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5289) as an architectural monu-
ment dating to the 19th century (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in February 2004 (right, top) shows that the mosque's roof was removed during this peri-
od. The mosque building remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (right, bottom).

GIRAG MUSHLAN MOSQUE Site N.5289
39.06591232N/ 46.67935482E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h) disseminated by the Karabakh 
Center. The Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan presents another building as the mosque of this 
village, located at 39.066787N, 46.679955E. But CHW concludes based on its architectural char-
acteristics that the structure identified as the mosque by the Karabakh Center is correct.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b336387f53124d30a42d3534b1122b70
https://web.archive.org/web/20210630234901/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+cb8uosUe26aVO12NMPwvlKKYAux7nadyMWmRzKRJ.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807115746/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+n8sOxGJL3ijLvVhqAdAFpslMjd8i9mTcQe9IEA2j.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807115844/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+3a0W80rYekl3PzpfHb5L6dC5orqdr3h1Iq0jrjx2.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807115924/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+M0ulWwHv0t28gufa0zWAEtfnVUFTCxUfUMN7W8my.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807120010/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WN5nUxfyrYpwqDmX8vQhMzaKHBUOXsGnoC4GVKDv.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807120105/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+u0pCqHqhn0pZS5w4GdmAwR4RbcrkeHugsTa3CJZx.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807120159/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+KWpH7eGmM0frknBcpJ0ZZj7TUViwCxCltTENALw9.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210807120328/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+gN7eF83GEGfNx7lr66IyB6mDFBreLKiPiEQvLOYv.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110163426/http://heritage.gov.az/az/monuments/mescid-2
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Papravand, in the Aghdam district, this cemetery appears on the list of 
heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5750) as an archeological monument 
dating to the medieval era (RAHL 2001).

CHW's assessment of the condition of this cemetery is based on our review of the full corpus of 
satellite images available on GoogleEarth (site coordinates above). It is thus difficult to convey 
the basis for our assessment with a simple comparison of two images. Close scrutiny of the sat-
ellite images shows that up until September 2011 (right, top), tombstones appear to be stand-
ing upright, judging by the shadows they cast. By April 2019 and subsequently (right, bottom), 
these shadows are no longer visible. Instead, the territory of the cemetery shows white linear 
features, as though the tombstones have been knocked down and the graves disturbed. This 
assessment is confirmed by recent images of the cemetery. Moreover, at least one mausoleum 
(N.4044) was destroyed, and another structure to its southeast, which resembles a mausoleum, 
was also destroyed.

CEMETERY Site N.5750
40.15669600N /46.841741E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW was able to geolocate the cemetery using a topographic map from 1989 and modern satel-
lite images (right, bottom). 

The cemetery on a 1:50K scale map 
from 1989 (General Staff of the Soviet 

Army, K-38-142-G, 1:50,000)
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https://karabakh.center/en/cd-220/Agdam/Papravend
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38fff39f07aa48e5a53e0edae7238220
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/02cff071a2b5437baba023b892144e50
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SITE INVENTORY

Located near the village of Gyzyl Kangarli (Aghdam district), this cemetery is listed on the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites (inventory No. 5751) as an archaeological monument 
dating to the medieval era (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in November 2004 (right, top) shows that adjacent farmland had encroached on the 
western limit of the cemetery and a mausoleum in the area (NA.26, assessed separately in this 
analysis) had been destroyed. A second mausoleum to the east (NA.23, also assessed inde-
pendently) remained intact. CHW assesses the cemetery as having sustained minor damage. Ex-
cept for the encroachment in the west, the territory of the cemetery appears to have remained 
intact. After 2004, no additional changes are visible (right, bottom).

CEMETERY Site N.5751
40.07613400N /46.85965E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW was able to geolocate the cemetery using a topographic map (see Storymap) and obtained 
visual confirmation from a KH-9 Hexagon image from 1980 (below).
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/35cad10c72ef45b590e6d43d92efd31a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0db835fb64b0490a92e69e14274d3b50
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3cd27ca4d66e4b1c8432ab34bda56905
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3cd27ca4d66e4b1c8432ab34bda56905/edit
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the Karkhulu village, in the Jabrayil district, this cemetery appears on the list of her-
itage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5791) as an archaeological monument 
dating to the 17-18th centuries (RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in April 2010 (right, top) shows minor damage to the cemetery caused by the excavation 
of what appears to be a backhoe trench near the center of the territory. Between March 2016 
(see Storymap) and September 2018 (right, bottom), excavations in the cemetery appear to have 
expanded significantly, causing major damage to the site across three lateral cuts, each approxi-
mately 50m long and 4-5m wide.

CEMETERY Site N.5791
39.33798410N /47.1902036E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW was able to geolocate the cemetery using a 
topographic map from 1957 (right). We confirmed 
its location using KH-9 Hexagon imagery from 1980 
(below) and modern satellite sources.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adc75987fdd3460db15c95615d2559cb
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adc75987fdd3460db15c95615d2559cb
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the Shykhlar village, in the Jabrayil district, this cemetery appears on the list of her-
itage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5795) as a medieval cemetery (RAHL 
2001).

Comparison of Hexagon imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery captured in 
September 2002 (right, top) shows that no major changes took place in the territory of the 
cemetery. There is no evidence for earth moving, construction, or other disturbance. However, 
given the resolution of the satellite imagery and the absence of photographic evidence, it is not 
possible to assess the condition of individual tombstones. This remained the case until the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

CEMETERY Site N.5795
39.44226500N /46.862563E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Indeterminate

GEOLOCATION
CHW located the cemetery based on a book (Nemet 2010, 37-38), which discusses the 14th-cen-
tury mausoleum in this location in great detail and mentions 14th  century tombstones in the 
cemetery around the mausoleum.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d37bccee71414ebb8a524232472832c2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2290d2c21fea4b04ba21adfeb54c190d
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Mezmazik, in the Lachin district, this cemetery is on the list of heritage 
sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan (inventory No. 5923) as a medieval archaeological monument 
(RAHL 2001).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with imagery captured in 
March 2005 (right, top) shows that no substantial change took place in the territory of the 
cemetery. But the resolution of the available modern satellite coverage and the lack of compre-
hensive photographic and video evidence does not allow CHW to assess the condition of tomb-
stones. No major changes took place in the area of the cemetery after 2005 (right, bottom).

ASHYG CEMETERY Site N.5923
39.47655300N /46.608763E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Indeterminate

GEOLOCATION
CHW was able to geolocate the cemetery using a topographic map from 1974, and obtained vi-
sual confirmation using KH-9 Hexagon images of 1980 as well as modern satellite sources.  The 
cemetery can also be seen in a video post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.  Sary Ashyg 
Mausoleum (N.4726), which was destroyed at some point prior to 2005, was located on the east-
ern edge of the cemetery.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/54c9bb61687b48aca6a0ea62d2a02f44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCqXcrlHQWo&t=63s
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4325787c765e4312acb8384166dec5d9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4325787c765e4312acb8384166dec5d9
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SITE INVENTORY

This mosque, located in the city of Zan-
gilan, is not on the list of heritage sites 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. According 
to some sources, it is called the Imam 
Huseyn Mosque and dates to the 17th 
-18th  centuries.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dating July 1980 (below) with satel-
lite imagery captured in October 2009 
(right, top) shows that the roof of the 
mosque was removed, causing major damage to the structure. The mosque remained in this 
damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

MOSQUE Site NA.01
39.08155600N/ 46.658194E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on media coverage (a, b).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210408225311/https:/armenianvandalism.preslib.az/az_zangilan.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f26ed6bd22a2415fafda496ba79c0dfe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=43&v=s6sJYXpTZpM&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/nKzWTc0zl0E?t=3674
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:İlham_Əliyev_Qubadlı_və_Zəngilan_rayonlarında_olub_49.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Dudukchu (Khojavend district), the Rzaqulu Bey Mausoleum is not 
included on the Republic of Azerbaijan's list of heritage sites. CHW learned of the mausoleum 
from several other sources (Tapdiqoghlu 2009, 392; KDEO nd; Karabakh Center nd).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in March 2005 (right, bottom) shows that the mausoleum was destroyed during this 
period. Images (a, b, c, d) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War confirm the destruction 
of the mausoleum.

RZAQULU BEY MAUSOLEUM Site NA.02
39.575352N/ 47.0614160E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Destroyed

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on the 1:25K scale topographic map of 1955.

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map of 1955 (General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-23-A-v, 1:25,000)
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210726023924/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+cZiTMLsMIsQZYzSHoF6jkYtJlufChXxGpMEksEuI.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726023825/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+oN4Tk2bjQ5o767USRh612dcFrZYJx8MZ7KMDpdbx.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726023953/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+6obqgUIyIV8jhj6umBzAxVmbSCULy2ifTf4nLC7L.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726024025/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+FVzcVAdK1rACAMPqQDZs8xHHXvCep5JsiwrJYeBK.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5c910d70dc0947058509b3ebb18954b8
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SITE INVENTORY

The Jijimli Mosque, located in a village of the same name, is not included on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites. According to the State Committee on Religious Associa-
tions of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the mosque is called a rectangular mosque-madrasa and 
dates to 1790-1791.

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) and satellite imagery 
captured in June 2004 (right, top) shows that the overall structural condition of the mosque 
remained unchanged. The well-preserved condition of the building is also confirmed by vıdeos 
(a, b) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War. The mosque remained in this well-preserved 
condition through the 2020 war (right, bottom).

JIJIMLI MOSQUE Site NA.03
39.51652086N/ 46.51694415E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using two videos (a, b) post-dating the 2020 war.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210810122501/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/9
https://web.archive.org/web/20210810122501/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI16PLEVXKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSEQ0RJ3Eq4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e425e1f3f911440c93fc51df6faab978
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI16PLEVXKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSEQ0RJ3Eq4
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Tugh (Khojavend district), Mir Mehdi Khazani Mausoleum is not includ-
ed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites. CHW identified the mausoleum 
based on information provided by the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan and the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1972 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in June 2020 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structural condition of the mauso-
leum has remained unchanged. Images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War confirm this assessment.

MIR MEHDI KHAZANI MAUSOLEUM Site NA.04
39.59396800N/ 46.967267E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mausoleum using images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h) post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210628215306/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/13
https://web.archive.org/web/20210628215306/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/13
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815100749/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-453/xocavend/tug
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011256/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+d32Bt9iINiqOGVJ7fr0U8vSokvZtib71ymlkNb4G.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011529/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+G1hJnJLjq1qh0cYFOqmJGdT2QSZaQAn7mNf7b5Bd.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011627/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+2hN4DmeJC9AbhawrQHbANqCVSXSE34Pxxa8WTrju.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011717/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+co8f7OQ99ou51inmzrAC9OPZNbw4pu1GOZHGiw0N.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011933/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Ke2ereM6wYVgCf6KBwVUfKT7j2fMHKBZHxzmqEAf.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012017/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+znLcvx1IjWMkiS8VhDrIW4yOTcPTmHStPEp7rfO4.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012133/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+fKbcZgdAGqbbr7jpXCouqt6Ks1g6IjujJDPuWyqk.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012229/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WWODmlVcY9OARZ2vPZc0RxtCeRFhMw05xG1E86dT.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/44ab2796174a4f27afa036bdbbbd6fa4
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011256/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+d32Bt9iINiqOGVJ7fr0U8vSokvZtib71ymlkNb4G.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011529/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+G1hJnJLjq1qh0cYFOqmJGdT2QSZaQAn7mNf7b5Bd.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011627/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+2hN4DmeJC9AbhawrQHbANqCVSXSE34Pxxa8WTrju.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011717/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+co8f7OQ99ou51inmzrAC9OPZNbw4pu1GOZHGiw0N.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726011933/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Ke2ereM6wYVgCf6KBwVUfKT7j2fMHKBZHxzmqEAf.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012017/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+znLcvx1IjWMkiS8VhDrIW4yOTcPTmHStPEp7rfO4.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012133/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+fKbcZgdAGqbbr7jpXCouqt6Ks1g6IjujJDPuWyqk.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210726012229/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WWODmlVcY9OARZ2vPZc0RxtCeRFhMw05xG1E86dT.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Shafibeyli Mosque takes its name from the village in which it is located in the Zangilan 
district. While the mosque is not included on the Republic of Azerbaijan's official list of heritage 
sites, CHW identified the site based on information from the Karabakh Center. 

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in October 2009 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed, causing 
major damage to the building. The mosque remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

SHAFIBEYLI MOSQUE Site NA.05
39.06557700N/ 46.613965E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20221128181805/https://karabakh.center/en/cd-61/Zangilan/Shafibayli
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7f5971450dbc4e7a9796b682715a8751
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815110237/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+ssJky6ptcjGTqonW7CYFLkm0tzwGfYwIs9C3NhGo.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Babayli Mosque is not included on the list of heritage sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
CHW identified it based on information from the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of the KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in February 2004 (right, top) shows that the mosque sustained major damage when its 
roof was removed. The mosque remained in the same condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War (right, bottom).

BABAYLI MOSQUE Site NA.06
39.16359400N/ 46.796587E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated this mosque based on an image  from Karabakh Center.  The mosque is also 
mentioned in a video (at 14:10) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815112932/https:/www.karabakh.center/az/cd-9/zengilan/Babayli
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/edf1ed29e02045b89dbf93c784dcea55
https://web.archive.org/web/20210814201458/https://karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+GuXrMd6U5X7N9jumF7ZGZtJmQqcmcOcSGDtRcVPt.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfodo4ngR3c&t=849s
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SITE INVENTORY

The Genlik Mosque, located in a village of the same name, is not included on Republic of Azer-
baijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW learned of the site from the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2009 (right, top) shows that the roof of the building was removed, causing 
major damage to the structure. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until 
the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

GENLIK MOSQUE Site NA.07
39.10845400N/ 46.634045E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d, e, f) disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124221/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-34/zengilan/genlik
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f8a1ac2d5c5b4759b38d380db5a963d3
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124406/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Oj5u4TYBDRC1LQhrVgqZEHqBQCPMV7kVD2n5VXOP.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124450/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+2yIeduoStk4KaBqpc8jO9QuGiPj84puhlcfhlFiO.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124526/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+80qvMQzVt0HN1FXM44uPya3XHmDRBXf8x22aAKx8.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124925/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+yEKXRJ1Zkaj4GakanoTfe9d56ZIZEF6FTJRzyA6E.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124817/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+IEV9oLknsDjJBUWmNR6uTfG5Im9aGKTa3qpX2Sqg.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815124715/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+VT2sW3Ysn9A4g0mkUdowjOCa0b0VbHZRyjTdv94Z.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Ugdun (Zangilan district), the Ugdun Mosque is not included on the Re-
public of Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW identified the mosque based on informa-
tion provided by the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in February 2004 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque building was removed, 
causing major damage to the structure. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condi-
tion until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

UDGUN MOSQUE Site NA.08
39.05693900N/ 46.69235E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d, e) disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815125707/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-68/zengilan/udgun
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815125707/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-68/zengilan/udgun
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/98b474e61bd244a7812bbe8cbbf3b3ae
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815130348/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+uqUyOvzpa3cFPyVUrc5i8NuhMAW9EsbGPNzT0NRN.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815130437/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+O0qtPJECNa1aHR1bf6ZoYYalOHGGdjtfFkIfkr4s.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815130123/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+KRWPcpowTa7aklwDsFzy12I05I8MEx6GNPyoBK7o.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815130200/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+p0gyJGluFunztxxmGkt3wFeO7JotVZGYdP8LPwI4.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815130234/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+WY51cIJZmlY5DFeYSa78JmRDp9rI4MAXWAdqpDnc.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Abdal Mosque, located in a village 
of the same name (Aghdam district), is 
not listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
registry of heritage sites. CHW included the 
mosque in its dataset based on information 
provided by the Karabakh Center. Accord-
ing to another source, the mosque dates to 
1878-1879 (RAA 2010, 26).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated August 1980 (below) with satellite 
imagery captured in July 2007 (right, top) 
shows that the modern roofing of the mosque was removed, exposing its traditional domed 
roof. Between 2014 and 2019, holes appeared (or became larger) on the domed roofing (right, 
bottom).

ABDAL MOSQUE Site NA.09
39.86593500N/ 46.924238E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Minor damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using  images (a, b, c, d, e) disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815190245/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-218/agdam/abdal
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/840758b61be44bf5bc77c166a395ec2c
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815190018/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+k2y3KtefcUppjX9P2tBs3aMz2zkmiGvWvOE6r3k5.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815185353/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+W8A2Ew2XVu4SUlBm5DBZoZc68zXHKM50diBuS8R7.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815185404/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+afUYpizshkSdbnKaHOJlPHt8mmGJjtTMJEpVx6xd.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815185410/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+mHnL5bwOybMjjrsDrLcFoHYtgigCSVYrz3MAwFsj.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815185419/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Efs6D1d0FQdpp6KhpBFvW1KRNjhTDIXjuWWchsa3.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Yusifjanly (Aghdam district), the Yusifjanly Mosque is not included on 
the Republic of Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW identified the mosque based on 
information from the Karabakh Center.

CHW compared KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imag-
ery captured in March 2005 (right, top) to determine that the structure sustained major damage 
when its roof was removed. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until the 
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

YUSIFJANLY MOSQUE Site NA.10
39.97321300N/ 47.049761E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an image disseminated by the Karabakh Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815194701/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-462/agdam/yusifcanli
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f116d9c9a72543c7bf5a6eae6e6cc63b
https://web.archive.org/web/20210814235333/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+dSizM51ykb9jb9CsPeUzh8rYDRymoyEqk1Tlf4KJ.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

This mausoleum, located in the Kosalar village of Aghdam district, is not listed on the Republic 
of Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites. CHW included the mausoleum in its dataset 
based on information from the Karabakh Center website.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in June 2019 (right, bottom) shows that the mausoleum has remained well-preserved.

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.11
40.07263512N/ 46.96229381E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

GEOLOCATION
The mausoleum is marked on a 1:50K scale topographic map of 1989.

The mausoleum on a 1:25K scale map of 1989 
(General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-142-G, 1:50,000)
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815201754/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-463/agdam/kosalar
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f2131b035bc54b329b797c3215ce5fb5
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SITE INVENTORY

The Gulably Mosque, located in a village of the same name (Aghdam district), does not appear 
on the Republic of Azerbaijan's official heritage list. CHW included it in our analysis based on 
information from the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in July 2007 (right, top) shows that the roofing and dome were destroyed. The mosque re-
mained in this heavily damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

GULABLY MOSQUE Site NA.12
39.86430600N/ 46.93658E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using 
images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h) dissemi-
nated by the Karabakh Center. The 
mosque is also marked on a 1:50K 
scale topographic map from 1981 (at 
right).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211300/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-236/agdam/gulabli
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4f97c09921e74a7495fc345e72f87b63
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211548/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+IcuyZ5HRdRpJMdaixjq3IDSs0PWWoLeG5Hb95jiR.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211616/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+ZK6xOPBGotvWhvClNGuSJYABxMQLBGGW2BVyz4VW.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211805/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+bTS3k3Hxz2WeSWC52DL4e0PKuxClH9NKikUzeTaE.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211809/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+cZUqx9UxW1GT9uMDMfq6u391OAVw0PIdPLLFatRD.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211835/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+GSkHFc3FV6dS3SfBzRLFbYW51azzccSFnhl89dLD.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211633/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+NgRZZf2oQ3J4nKek0WxW0rNQnJUkT7ACUAxaRzkH.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211717/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+KfQR1A78pGEXy6u4jyDWO3musb8dvpO171By4BAA.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815211726/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+LhKlEFG1kqdbECRGRuAbc1V4byYTbEBwHBCngLch.jpg


291

SITE INVENTORY

The Shikhbabaly Mosque, located in a village of the same name, is not listed on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites. CHW included the mosque in its analysis based on 
information from the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1977 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in November 2004 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed. The 
mosque remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bot-
tom).

SHIKHBABALY MOSQUE Site NA.13
39.95809892N/ 46.93590627E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION

CHW geolocated the mosque using images (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j) disseminated by the Karabakh 
Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210815234131/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-227/agdam/sixbabali
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/dc94ede5c60b440789abc283dd67f66b
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233634/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+IJSJLYdW5opZxNxnDag7b6rAoazDfJgHzIyfPBTJ.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233647/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+ZisXQwjuGkNOLAJGhmunrCOzYyJJ1OTcO8rONrf0.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233632/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+AlV5Wh17ziNZFUFAFIWXSZx7B4am1RpihdoGAmX4.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233648/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+mWfwYTIgwuI08jMfRGyDKX57RRqebV05UWbRAH5O.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233740/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+fKCgTq9tEEGCRttsgm9rKDJ8TNLHhfHpMjMV2Uyu.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233750/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+YSjwNGPMmK51tgo16TgXBh0jYdKOiYnegoZIFHgz.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233823/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+cdmJolTma5If7T0YQllgk1f3vdDYq1WVkv2UEGve.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233813/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+JTRuk965Vx1Tf0YDONEhlhQ9x8H6PvVbNTNHtUq9.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233842/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+PuU1TMz90mTH68gdkg7u0VmLGkaXm1R37EETdwny.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815233839/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+x3hOsTzd2XXbos68S8EQkVNyWzm8DuZgXi5KqlhB.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the village of Merzili, in the Aghdam district, the Merzili Mosque is not included on 
the Republic of Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites, but the Karabakh Center provides some 
information about the structure.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1977 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in March 2005 (right, top) shows that roof of the mosque was removed. The mosque 
remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

MERZILI MOSQUE Site NA.14
39.93560287N/ 47.07321335E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque using an im-
age disseminated by the Karabakh Center. 
The mosque is also marked on a 1:50k scale 
topographic map of 1973 (at right).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210816002642/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-216/agdam/merzili
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/34f12ae403de4325b67efeee79fabeeb
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816002846/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+rTL7JLSH1uCs2PeKS6uI1EXNXZLzRGCuswZ9poMR.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816002846/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+rTL7JLSH1uCs2PeKS6uI1EXNXZLzRGCuswZ9poMR.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

Located near Bartaz village, in the Zangilan district, the Khanazur Mausoleum is not listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's registry of heritage sites. CHW included this site in its analysis based on 
information from the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated March 1978 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2009 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mausoleum was torn down, causing 
damage to the structure. The mausoleum remained in this damaged condition until the 2020 
Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

KHANAZUR MAUSOLEUM Site NA.15
38.94643270N/ 46.5710647E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mausoleum using images (a, b, c, d, e, f) disseminated by the Karabakh 
Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210628043146/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/14
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816004252/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-24/zengilan/Bartaz
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/24768fc40dbe4a8296edd7f42d09374e
https://web.archive.org/web/20210815004628/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+pk12mrp51jbLc5x65PJY4bk8fIojqMtSdKMTRdQO.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816004748/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Lu4WXXSGgweV22CcDTPsdEALBf2GnQp5Vof547Go.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816004952/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+DZRZui6VKEQjC9MDfGkH2yZTshMczHJSDKyGZh0A.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816005035/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+rwh4EvyhOe96l2CKnLv5893orWnftOaHKEHEs9U5.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816005121/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Rd3JJMA5AV0gLd0ZK0AWyunC5Qn9gB1zSBwllqj7.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816005201/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+bLuKeBgFViTLFuRT7XheBbJwpW6Dc5lLBjw61KTf.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Razdara Mosque, located in the village of Razdara (Zangilan district) is not listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites. CHW included this mosque in its analy-
sis based on information from the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and the Karabakh Center.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in October 2009 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was torn down, causing 
major damage to the structure. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until 
the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

RAZDARA MOSQUE Site NA.16
39.06746300N/ 46.563789E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on images (a, b, c,  d, e, f, g) disseminated by the Karabakh 
Center.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210628043146/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/14
https://web.archive.org/web/20210628043146/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/14
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816010345/https://www.karabakh.center/az/cd-57/zengilan/rezdere
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/791db87c098a4aac93a49282fa566ed9
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816011809/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+iG0z19RJKpZX6j9WNLkapFwZM30V1A9Clsxn2Qb3.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210813202214/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+exhN5m5OrA9HNTuxZT8Fs8Wop2JTc9FLePRbcLkG.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816011906/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+U0cyqMIYjEcb22gMZWCphjlX3yKDfZjSROxl6WDN.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816012148/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+qeklIM30x6xDq3mWszGtI4HjzeOxnJah7N48nj9w.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816012349/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Rd4P5tyVM3q1cWS4YQl5OlL8ymTEVEWDJJ0caTgZ.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816012648/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+ti9hy7PYYN7KZb2RfEObUPiZBCPSctKZOAWSjkgV.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20210816012238/https:/www.karabakh.center/media-resize/gallery_images+Jir90O33cJXmGHhBZTihKDemk28pWhmwrfHtCSYH.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Bashlibel Mosque, located in the village of Bashlibel (Kalbajar district), is not listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites. CHW included this mosque in its analy-
sis based on information from the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated October 1977 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in June 2010 (right, top) shows that the roof of the mosque was removed, causing ma-
jor damage to the structure. The mosque remained in this heavily damaged condition until the 
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

BASHLIBEL MOSQUE Site NA.17
39.97831900N/ 46.128156E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the mosque based on a video (at 02:01) post-dating the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210603092954/http://www.dqdk.gov.az/az/view/objects/8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1b390b15c4d5468ab44ce3456ba3a881
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SauxCLEcEUc&t=121s
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in Shusha city, this cemetery is not included on the list of the heritage sites of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, but it appears on the list of heritage sites of the unrecognized Na-
gorno-Karabakh Republic (inventory No. 107) as a Persian cemetery/Shah Qajar's Cemetery 
dating to the 18th-19th centuries.

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that no major change took place in the area of the 
cemetery during this period. There are no signs of earth moving, construction activity, or other 
disturbance in the area. However, the resolution of the available satellite coverage and lack of 
photographic and video evidence from the ground make it impossible to fully assess the con-
dition of individual tombstones in the cemetery. Between 2002 and the Second Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War, the territory of the cemetery appears to have remained intact (right, bottom), but a 
full assessment of the tombstones is not possible without photographic evidence.

CEMETERY Site NA.18
39.76927500N/ 46.754442E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Indeterminate

GEOLOCATION
CHW geolocated the cemetery based on locational information provided in the list of heritage 
sites of the unrecognized Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210813121731/https:/minjustnkr.am/nkr/documents/06-320%C3%95%C2%BA%C3%95%C2%A1%C3%95%C2%B7.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/942933d5ab3b42a3af03caf127ccc2c7
https://web.archive.org/web/20210813121731/https:/minjustnkr.am/nkr/documents/06-320%C3%95%C2%BA%C3%95%C2%A1%C3%95%C2%B7.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210813121731/https:/minjustnkr.am/nkr/documents/06-320%C3%95%C2%BA%C3%95%C2%A1%C3%95%C2%B7.pdf
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in Shusha city, this cemetery is not included on the list of heritage sites of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, but it appears on the list of heritage sites of the unrecognized Republic of Na-
gorno-Karabakh (inventory No. 22 7.2) as а 19th-century Islamic cemetery.

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that no major changes took place in the area of 
the cemetery. There are no signs of earth moving or construction activity in the area. But the 
resolution of the available satellite coverage and the lack of photographic and video evidence 
from the location make it impossible to fully assess the condition of individual tombstones. The 
situation remains the same until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War (right, bottom).

CEMETERY Site NA.19
39.76780532N/ 46.75974989E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Status: Indeterminate

CHW geolocated the cemetery based on 
locational information provided on the 
list of heritage sites of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh Republic. The cemetery along with 
a mausoleum is marked on a 1:25K scale 
map of 1983 (right).

GEOLOCATION

https://web.archive.org/web/20210813121731/https:/minjustnkr.am/nkr/documents/06-320%C3%95%C2%BA%C3%95%C2%A1%C3%95%C2%B7.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0fe47b64fab5492782798f8f00631589
https://web.archive.org/web/20210813121731/https:/minjustnkr.am/nkr/documents/06-320%C3%95%C2%BA%C3%95%C2%A1%C3%95%C2%B7.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/99d8b4bb97cc4fdeaf0cb35b61318da7
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in the city of Shusha, this mausoleum is not included on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
official list of heritage sites. CHW identified the mausoleum on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 
1983 (see Geolocation).

Comparison of the Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that the condition of the mausoleum has not 
changed. The mausoleum remained in this same condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (right, bottom).

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.20
39.77412200N/ 46.7536410E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT
Status: Unchanged

CHW founded and geolocated the mau-
soleum using a 1:25K scale topographic 
map of 1983 (right).

GEOLOCATION
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a166ecd107ad4c4089ea498247bac088
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in Shusha, this mausoleum is not included on the Republic of Azerbaijan's official regis-
try of heritage sites. CHW identified the mausoleum on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1983 
(see Geolocation).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 1980 (below) with satellite imagery cap-
tured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that the condition of the mausoleum remained 
unchanged. The mausoleum remained in this condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
(right, bottom).

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.21
39.77450743N/ 46.752844E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a 1:25K 
scale topographic map of 1983 (at right).

GEOLOCATION
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b86ba453bf9549649400571f2eb644cb
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in a Muslim cemetery in Shusha, this mausoleum does not appear on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW identified the mausoleum on a 1:25K scale topo-
graphic map of 1983 (see Geolocation).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in September 2002 (right, top) shows that the condition of the mausoleum remained 
unchanged. The mausoleum remained in this condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War 
(right, bottom).

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.22
39.76819803N /46.75969515E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a 
1:25K scale topographic map of 1983 (at 
right).

GEOLOCATION
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0fe47b64fab5492782798f8f00631589
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/99d8b4bb97cc4fdeaf0cb35b61318da7


311

SITE INVENTORY

Located in Gyzyl Kangarli, in Aghdam district, this mausoleum is not included on the Republic 
of Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW located the mausoleum on a 1:25K scale topo-
graphic map of 1975 (see Geolocation).

Comparison of KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (below) with satellite imagery 
captured in November 2004 (right, top) shows that the condition of the mausoleum remained 
unchanged. The mausoleum remained in the same condition until the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh 
War (right, bottom).

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.23
40.07613100N /46.859685E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a 
1:25K scale topographic map of 1975 (at right).

GEOLOCATION
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0db835fb64b0490a92e69e14274d3b50
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SITE INVENTORY

The Imarat Cemetery, located in the city of Aghdam, is not included on the Republic of Azerbai-
jan's official list of heritage sites. But CHW has include this site in its analysis given its historical 
importance. The cemetery includes several mausolea of important historical figures (e.g., Panah 
Ali Khan, Ibrahim Khalil Khan, and Mehdigulu Khan Javanshir). In addition, the cemetery was the 
focus of an archeological expedition during the 1920s (Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4), according 
to which the oldest tombstone in the cemetery dates to 1174. The latest mausolea in the ceme-
tery, according to the archaeologists who investigated the site, date to the 19th century.

Due to tree cover, Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1977 (right, top) does not provide a 
clear "baseline" condition of the cemetery during the late Soviet period. Available satellite cover-
age of the later years is also not suitable for assessing the changing conditions of the cemetery 
(right, bottom and p. 314, bottom).

Despite the limitations of the satellite imagery, CHW determines that the cemetery has sus-
tained major damage given that a) one of the mausolea in the cemetery (Panah Ali Khan Mauso-
leum) sustained major damage at some point prior to 2004; b) the tomb and monument of the 
famous Azerbaijani poet, Khurshidbanu Natavan, was destroyed and vandalized; and c) there is 
evidence for vandalism and disturbance (a, b, c) of other tombstones in the cemetery.

IMARAT CEMETERY Site NA.25
39.99290238N/ 46.93835181E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Major damage
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/876a63db063e4869929aad46d116744d
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c6e61ebfb38424d9767179bdef1818b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4795d002769049ca9cc7a7140bc08730
https://report.az/en/karabakh/foreign-diplomats-visit-destroyed-mausoleum-of-khurshidbanu-natavan/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_Cemetery_6.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_Cemetery_gravestones.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_Cemetery_2.jpg
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1eb80f0db26c42aca77cf95d7003c8dd
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Imarat_Cemetery_gravestones.jpg
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SITE INVENTORY

The Imarat Cemetery is marked on a 1:25k scale map of 1975 (for the map).

GEOLOCATION

The cemetery on a map of 1975 (Main Directorate of Geodesy and 
Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-39-28-B-b, 1:25,000).

IMAGE GALLERY
The cemetery after the 2020 Karabakh War

Images: Wikimedia Commons
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Imarat_cemetery
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SITE INVENTORY

This mausoleum, located in Gyzyl Kangarli (Aghdam district), is not included on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's official list of heritage sites. CHW located the mausoleum on a 1:25K scale topo-
graphic map of 1975 (see Geolocation).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in November 2004 (right, bottom) shows that the mausoleum was destroyed.

MAUSOLEUM Site NA.26
40.07589730N /46.8591364E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Destroyed

CHW geolocated the mausoleum using a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1975.
GEOLOCATION

The mausoleum on a map of 1975 (Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography of USSR Minis-
tries’ Council, A-40-28-G-v, 1:25,000)
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/35cad10c72ef45b590e6d43d92efd31a
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SITE INVENTORY

Located in Ahmadavar, in the Aghdam district, this cemetery is not listed on the Republic of 
Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites, though it contained four 19th-century mauso-
lea on the heritage sites registry, three of which CHW documented as destroyed (a, b, c). CHW 
included the cemetery in this analysis due to its well-documented historical, archaeological, and 
cultural importance. The cemetery was the focus of an archaeological expedition during the 
1920s (Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 7-8).

Comparison of Hexagon satellite imagery dated August 1980 (right, top) with satellite imagery 
captured in February 2004 (right, bottom) shows that no major change to the territory of the 
cemetery took place in this period. The situation remained the same until December 2011. But 
at some point between December 2011 (p. 320, top) and June 2014 (p. 320, bottom), nearly all 
the mausolea of the cemetery and other major structures were destroyed.

The destruction of the cemetery continued after 2014 as well, and by the 2020 Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War (p. 321, bottom) the cemetery was already mostly destroyed. The 2016 satellite image 
(p. 321, top) shows fire and widespread burning in the area of the cemetery.

GARAAGHACH CEMETERY Site NA.27
39.972343N/ 46.861079E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Destroyed

The cemetery is marked on a 1:25K scale topographic map of 1952 (below).
GEOLOCATION
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Located in Imarat Cemetery, in the city of Aghdam, it appears that this tomb is not listed on the 
Republic of Azerbaijan's official registry of heritage sites. However, it is possible that the tomb 
corresponds to the one listed on the state list under inventory No. 4030 (RAHL 2001). The latter 
is an unnamed and undated tomb in the same cemetery, but the official list provides no other 
information that would allow CHW to confirm its equivalence to the tomb we identified in an 
academic publication (Aleksandrovich et al. 1928, 4).

The KH-9 Hexagon coverage does not allow us to assess the condition of the tomb/mausoleum 
in the 1980s due to heavy tree cover. But there are Soviet-era images showing its condition (a, 
b, c). Comparison of those images and satellite imagery captured in November 2004 (right, top) 
and January 2021 (right, bottom) shows that the overall structural condition of the tomb has 
remained unchanged.

TOMB Site NA.30
39.99318600N/ 46.938155E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

CHW geolocated the tomb based on Soviet-era images (a, b, c).

GEOLOCATION
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Located in the village of Shahbulag (Agh-
dam district), the Shahbulag Mosque is 
not listed on the Republic of Azerbaijan's 
official registry of heritage sites. CHW 
included this mosque in its analysis based 
on information from a scholarly publica-
tion on the architect Karbalayi Safikhan 
Karabakhi (Garabaghli 1995). According to 
this source, the mosque dates to the 18th 
century.

The mosque is not visible on Hexagon 
satellite imagery, but it does appear on 
modern satellite imagery captured in 
December 2011 (right, top) and April 2019 
(right, bottom). Due to tree cover, comparison does not allow us to fully assess the condition of 
the structure and its change during this period. But images pre- and post-dating the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh War (see Image Gallery) show that the mosque is well-preserved.

SHAHBULAG MOSQUE Site NA.32
40.06947200N/ 46.904670E

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Status: Unchanged

CHW geolocated the mosque using a video (at 07:16-07:40) post-dating the 2020 war.

GEOLOCATION
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images: Wikimedia Commons. Date: 2015-16

324

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0b442fa0ca1344229be9f45d0cd3c0ac
https://youtu.be/geXeVMZUjYM?t=436
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A%C4%9Fdam_rayonuDSC_0548.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Shahbulag_Mosque


SOURCES & MEDIA

WORKS CITED

Scholarly Publications

AAEN. 1947. Arkhitektura Azerbaidzhana: epokha Nizami. [otv. red. S. A. Dadashev, M. A. Useinov]. 
Moskva: Baku: Gosudarstvennoe arkhitekturnoe izdatelstvo.

AAO. 1952 Arkhitektura Azerbaidzhana: Ocherki. Baku: Izd. Akademii Nauk Azerbaidzhanskoi SSR.

Aghayev, Ilkin. 2013. “Fuzulinin tarixi abideleri haqda ne bilirik?”, Palitra. June 8

Aleksandrovich, Dzh., Azimbekov I., Sysoev V. M. 1928. “Evlakh-Shusha: arkheologicheskii ocherk: ot-
delnyi ottisk iz 3-go vypuska”, "Izvestii Azkomstarisa". AZKOMSTARIS. Baku: [b. i.].

Altstadt, Audrey L. 1992. The Azerbaijani Turks: Power and Identity under Russian Rule. Stanford: Stan-
ford University Press.

Avalov E. V. 1977. Arkhitektura goroda Shushi i problemy sokhraneniia ego istoricheskogo oblika. AN 
AzSSR, In-t arkhitektury i iskusstva. Baku: Elm.

Bar, Doron. 2018. “Between Muslim and Jewish sanctity: Judaizing Muslim holy places in the State of 
Israel, 1948-1967.” Journal of Historical Geography 59: 68-76.

Benvenisti, Meron. 2002. Sacred Landscape: The Buried History of the Holy Land since 1948. Berkeley: 
University of California Press.

Bretanitski L. 1951. Azerbaycan Memarligi Abideleri. AzSSR EA, Memarligi In-tu. Baku: Elm.

Bretanitskii L., Elkin G., Mamikonov L., Mottis D. 1942. “Nekotorye problemy vzaimosviazi v arkhitek-
ture narodov Zakavkazia.” Izv. AzFAN, No 7.

Bretanitski L. and Salamzade E. 1951. Azerbaycan Memarlighi Abideleri. AzSSR EA, Memarlig In-tu. Baku: 
Elm.

Bretanitskii L. S. and Veimarn B. V. 1976. Iskusstvo Azerbaidzhana IV-XVIII vekov. Moskva: Iskusstvo.

Broers, Laurence. 2021. Armenia and Azerbaijan: Anatomy of a Rivalry. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press.

Broers, Laurence, and Gerard Toal. 2013. “Cartographic Exhibitionism? Visualizing the Territory of 
Armenia and Karabakh.” Problems of Post-Communism 60(3): 16-35.

Chotzakoglou, Charalampos G. 2008. Religious Monuments in Turkish-Occupied Cyprus. Lefkosia: Muse-
um of the Holy Monastery of Kykkos.

Constantinou, Costas M., Olga Demetriou, and Mete Hatay. 2012. “Conflicts and Uses of Cultural Heri-
tage in Cyprus.” Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies 14(2): 177-198.

Constantinou, Costas M., and Mete Hatay. 2010. “Cyprus, ethnic conflict and conflicted heritage.” Eth-
nic and Racial Studies 33(9): 1600-1619.

De Cesari, Chiara. 2019. Heritage and the Cultural Struggle for Palestine. Stanford, CA: Stanford Universi-
ty Press.

Dikomitis, Lisa. 2012. Cyprus and its Places of Desire: Cultures of Displacement Among Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot Refugees. London; New York: I.B. Tauris.

Emenzade Rayihe. 2013. Azerbaycan Memarligi XV-XIX Esrin Evvellerinde. III cild. Baki: Sherq-Qerb.

Fatullayev Eynulla. 2020, Eynulla Fatullayev's Karabakh diary, Part Eight. Azeri Daily, December 20, 
2020, https://web.archive.org/web/20210331012301/http:/azeridaily.com/analytics/60239 

Flagellum Dei. 1993. Flagellum dei: The Destruction of the Cultural Heritage in the Turkish Occupied Part of 
Cyprus. Nicosia, Cyprus: Press and Information Office.

Garabaghli, Rizvan. 1995. Memar Kerbelayi Sefikhan Garabaghi. Baku: Azerbaycan.

Garabaghli, Rizvan. 2019. “Monuments of Architecture in Fizuli (Mosques)”, Problems of Arts and Cul-
ture: International Scientific journal, No. 1(67): 62-71.

Golden, Peter B. 1983. “The Turkic Peoples and Caucasia.” In Transcaucasia, Nationalism, and Social 
Change: Essays in the History of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, edited by Ronald Grigor Suny, 45–67. 
Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Hardy, Sam. 2014. “Threats to Cultural Heritage in the Cypriot Conflict.” In Heritage Crime: Progress, 
Prospects and Prevention, edited by Louise Grove and Suzie Thomas, 81-104. Houndsmill: Palgrave 
Macmillan.

Jansen, Michael. 2005. War and Cultural Heritage: Cyprus after the 1974 Turkish Invasion. Minneapolis, 
MN: University of Minnesota.

Jensehaugen, Helge. 2017. “‘Filling the void’: Turkish settlement in Northern Cyprus, 1974-1980.” Settler 
Colonial Studies 7(3): 354-371.

Kadman, Nora. 2015. Erased from Space and Consciousness: Israel and the Depopulated Palestinian Villag-
es of 1948. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Karabakh Center. nd. Dudukchu Village.

Kassinis, Elizabeth V. 2015. “Patrimony for Peace: Supporting Cultural Heritage Projects to Build Bridg-
es in Cyprus.” Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology & Heritage Studies 3(2): 153-156.

KDEO. nd. Khojavend District Executive Office, ABİDƏLƏRİMİZ, https://web.archive.org/
web/20210128053018/http://xocavend-ih.gov.az/page/139.html

Khalidi, Walid. 1992. All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and Depopulated in Israel in 
1948. Washington. D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies.

327326



SOURCES & MEDIA

Khatchadourian, Lori. 2022. “Life Extempore: Trials of Ruination in the Twilight Zone of Soviet Indus-
try.” Cultural Anthropology, 37(2): 317-348.

Khatchadourian, Lori, Adam T. Smith, Ian Lindsay, Husik Ghulyan. 2022. Silent Erasure: A Satellite Inves-
tigation of the Destruction of Armenian Cultural Heritage in Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan. Caucasus Heritage 
Watch, Ithaca.

Mamedzade K. M. 1983. Stroitelnoe Iskusstvo Azerbaidzhana (s Drevneishikh Vremen do XIX v.). Baku: Elm.

Navaro-Yashin, Yael. 2012. The Make-Believe Space: Affective Geography in a Postwar Polity. Durham: 
Duke University Press.

Nemet, Meshedikhanim S. 1992. Azerbaycanda Pirler: Sosial-Ideoloji Iqtisadi-Siyasi Merkezler. Baki: 
Azerneshr.

Nemet, Meshedikhanim S. 2010. Azerbaycanda Pirler. Baki: Elm ve tehsil.

RAA. 2010 The Islamic Monuments of the Armenian Architecture of Artsakh. Research on Armenian Archi-
tecture, Yerevan.

RAHL. 2001. List of Heritage Sites of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

RAMC. nd. Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Juma Mosque of Aghdam.

Reid, Amy. 2021. “Heritage, Reconciliation and Cross-Border Cooperation in Cyprus.” Anthropological 
Journal of European Cultures 30(1): 144-152.

Rzaev, Niiazi. 1973. "Naznachenie pamiatnika v selenii Sharifan", in Materialnaia kultura Azerbaidzhana/
Azerbaycanin maddi medeniyyeti (Azerbaycan SSR Elmler Akademiyasi Tarix), Cild 7. Baki: Elm.

Şevketoğlu, Müge, Riza Tuncel, and Vasif Şahoğlu. 2015. “Protecting the Cultural Heritage of Cyprus: 
International Laws and Concerns.” Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology & Heritage Studies 3(2): 
141-148.

Shaffer, Brenda. 2002. Borders and Brethren: Iran and the Challenge of Azerbaijani Identity. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press.

Shcheblykin, I. P. 1947. "Mavzolei Basseina Reki Akera-chai", in Arkhitektura Azerbaidzhana: Epokha 
Nizami. [otv. red. S. A. Dadashev, M. A. Useinov]. Moskva: Baku: Gosudarstvennoe arkhitekturnoe 
izdatelstvo.

Salamzade, A. V. 1964. Arkhitektura Azerbaidzhana XVI-XIX vv. AN Azerb. SSR, In-t Arkhitektury i Iskusst-
va. Baku: izd. AN Azerb.SSR.

Salamzade, А. V. and Memmedzade K. M. 1979. Arazboyu Abideler. Azerbaycan SSR Elmler Akademiya-
si, Memarliq ve Incesenet In-tu, Tarix In-tu.

Salmanov, Chingiz Isa oghlu. 2015. Qubadlinin Yer-Yurd Adlari. elmi red. E. Talibli; Sumqayit.

Swietochowski, Tadeusz. 1985 Russian Azerbaijan, 1905-1920: The Shaping of National Identity in a Mus-
lim Community. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Tapdiqoghlu, Nazim. 2009. Khojavand Ensiklopediyasi, Baki: Zerdabi LTD.

Tevzadze, Manana, Salome Meladze, Badri Gasparov, Tamar Sopromadze, Emma Cunliffe, Yasaman 
Nabati, and Lynn Edwards. 2022. Report on the Implementation of International Heritage Law with Re-
gards to the Protection of Cultural Heritage in the Occupied Tskhinvali Region, Georgia. Blue Shield Georgia 
and Newcastle University.

TRNC Presidency. 2006. Erasing the Past: Turkish-Cypriot Cultural and Religious Heritage under the Control 
of the Greek-Cypriot Administration. Nicosia: Gizben.

Useinov M., Bretanitskii L., Salamzade A. 1963. Istoriia Arkhitektury Azerbaidzhana, Akad. nauk AzSSR. 
In-t arkhitektury i iskusstva. Moskva: Gosstroiizdat.

Weizman, Eyal. 2017. Forensic Architecture: Violence at the Threshold of Detectability. Brooklyn, NY: Zone 
Books.

Maps

General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-142-G, 1:50,000, 1989.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-10-B, 1:50,000, 1981.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-11-V, 1:50,000, 1973.
Main Department of Geodesy and Cartography under the Council of the Ministers of USSR, J-38-1-B-v, 
Khojaly, 1:25,000, 1952.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-34-A-a, 1:25,000, 1956.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-34-A, 1:50,000, 1974.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-22-A-v, 1:25,000, 1955.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-22-V, 1:50,000, 1974.
Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-40-28-G-v, 1:25,000, 
1975.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-10-B, 1:50,000, 1981.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-22-G, 1:50,000, 1974.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-23-A-b, 1:25,000, 1984.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-23-V, 1:50,000, 1973.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, K-38-23-B, 1:50,000, 1973.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-34-A-g, 1:25,000, 1956.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-10-G-a, 1:25,000, 1952.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-23-V-g, 1:25,000, 1957.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-23-A-v, 1:25,000, 1955.
General Staff of the Soviet Army, J-38-11-A, 1:50,000, 1973.
Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-39-28-V-g, 1:25,000, 1983.
Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-39-28-B-b, 1:25,000, 
1975.
Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography of USSR Ministries’ Council, A-38-10-B-a, 1:25,000, 1952.

328 329

https://e-qanun.az/framework/2847
https://web.archive.org/web/20221110163541/http:/heritage.gov.az/az/monuments/agdam-cume-mescidi


Page Scene Source

Cover Ibrahim Khalil Khan Mausoleum 
(N.4028). 

Photo uploaded to Wikimedia Commons 
by Toghrul R and reproduced under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 4.0 International license.

4-5
1901 drawing of the Garaaghach 
Cemetery and the now-destroyed 
Ughurlu Bey Mausoleum (N.4058). 

Published in Belyavskij N. N. 1901 
Utverzhdenie Russkogo Vladychestva 
na Kavkaze. Tom 1: 224. this version 
uploaded to Wikimedia Commons by 
Руниверсand reproduced here under 
the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 4.0 International license.

10-11 Regional Map ©CHW 2023.

18-19 Impact Maps ©CHW 2023.

MEDIA MATTERS

IMAGE CREDITS

Twitter
@CaucasusHW

Email
chw@cornell.edu

Facebook
@CaucasusHW

Website
caucasusheritage.cornell.edu

©2023 CAUCASUS HERITAGE WATCH

S2

SOURCES & MEDIA

Land Acknowledgements:

Cornell University is located on 
the traditional homelands of the 
Gayogohó:noʼ (the Cayuga Nation). 
The Gayogohó:noʼ are members of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, an alliance 
of six sovereign nations with a historic and 
contemporary presence on this land. The 
confederacy precedes the establishment of 
Cornell University, New York state and the 
United States of America. We acknowledge 
the painful history of Gayogohó:noʼ 
dispossession, and honor the ongoing 
connection of Gayogohó:noʼ people, past 
and present, to these lands and waters.

We acknowledge Purdue University is 
located on the traditional homelands 
of the Woodland People. We honor and 
appreciate these indigenous caretakers, 
which include the Bodéwadmik 
(Potawatomi), Lenape (Delaware), 
Myaamia (Miami), and Shawnee People.

All images in this report are © 2023 
Caucasus Heritage Watch, except where 
noted.

Cornell Institute of Archaeology 
and Material Studies
Cornell Univerity
261 McGraw Hall
Ithaca NY 14853 USA

How to cite this report:

H. Ghulyan, L. Khatchadouran, A. T. Smith, & 
I. Lindsay. 2023. Between the Wars: A Satellite 
Investigation of the Treatment of Azerbaijani Cultural 
Heritage in the Unrecognized Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh 1994-2000. Ithaca: Caucasus Heritage 
Watch.

330



CH
W

 2
02

3-
S2

S2


